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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBour MARKET. 


The following memorandum las been communicated to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” by the Labour Department of the 


Board of Trade :-- 
The state of employment at the end of March shewed a marked 


improvement compared with the end of February. In the 
Building trades, Agricultare, Shipbuilding, and other outdoor 
industries which were much affected in the early part of the year 
by the long spell of frost, there is now a good deal of work to be 
done, and employment iu these trades shows considerable improve- 
ment. There has been an appreciable improvement in several 
other trades. 

“In the’ 83 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
387,907, making returns, 25,146 (or 6°5 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of March compared with 7-9 per cent. 
in February, and 6°5 per cent. in the 45 unions making returns 
for March 1894. 

Coal Mining Returns received from the owners of 963 pits, 
employing 247,203 workpeople, show that in spite of some 
renewed activity in steam coal pits, there was a slight seasonal 
falling off in employment in March as compared with February, 
the average weekly number of days worked by the collieries 
being 4°93 coanghaad with 5°00 in February and 4°68 in March 
1894. The number of workpeople employed at these pits was 
about the same as in March 1894, 

fron Mining.— At 93 iron mines from which returns have been 
received, and at which 11,974 workpeople were employed in 
March, the average number of days worked was 5°59 soil week 
as against 5°70 days per week as in February. 

In the Pig Tron industry the number of furnaces in blast 
owned by the ironmasters making returns again shows a falling 
off, the number having been reduced from 284 at the end of 
February to 280 at the end of March. The number of persons 
employed is, however, about the same in February. 

“From 98 special returns received from the principal manu- 
facturers of Steel, it appears that at the end of March they had 
28,937 steelworkers, or 3 per cent. more than at the same time in 
1894. The only district showing an appreciable talling off was 
South Wales and Monmouth, 
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The Engineering and kindred trades continue to improve, the 
per-centage of unemployed members in unions connected with 
these trades at the end of March being 7°8 compared with 8°3 for 
February and 9°1 for March 1894. 

Employment in the Shipbuilding trades improved on the whole 
in March, and the per-centage of unemployed members in unions 
making returns fell from 16°3 to 12°4, which compares with 13°3 
per cent. in March 1894. 

The Building trades have resumed active operations, and ‘the 
percentage of unemployed in unions making returns has fallen 
from 10°1 to 4:9, compared with 3°5 per cent. in March 1894. 

Nearly all branches of the Furnishing and Wood-working trades 
have improved during the month, with the result that the per- 
centage of unemployed has fallen from 7-0 to 4°7, which compares 
with 4°2 per cent. in the corresponding month of last year. 

On the whole the Printing and Bookbinding trades remain 
fairly steady, the percentage of unemployed members in unions 
making returns, being 4°9, compared with 4°8 last month, and 4:2 
in March 1894. 

The ready-made Clothing trade continues fairly busy in most 
centres. The bespoke trade shows some signs of the usual 
seasonal improvement. 

Owing to the dispute, the wholesale Boot and Shoe trade is at 
a standstill in most centres in England. In most of the districts 
unaffected, employment has improved. The bespoke trade has 
been fairly active. 

In the Cotton trade a slight improvement has taken place. 
Spinning mills are mostly working full time, though temporary 
stoppages are frequent. The percentage of members in receipt 
of unemployed benefit in unions making returns is 2°5 compared 
with 2°9 in February and 3°0 in March 1894. It is stated, 
however, that there are still a good many spinners unemployed 
not in receipt of benefit. The weaving branch shows an im- 
provement, fewer looms being idle than a month ago. 

Employment in the Woollen trade continues fair, except in the 
blanket and other branches affected by seasonal causes. 

Employment in the Worsted trade is more regular, the weaving 
branch especially having improved. On the whole the Hosiery 
trade is rather better though the hand frame branches in some 
places are slack. Employment in the Silk trade has somewhat 
improved, 

Employment in some branches of the Lace trade shows im- 
provement, but in others is only moderate. 

Trade Disputes——The number of fresh disputes occurring in 
March was 49, as compared with 55 in the previous month, and 
100 in March 1894, Of these disputes, 13 took place in the 
mining industry, 11 in the building trades, five each in the 
clothing, metal, shipbuilding, and textile trades, twoin connexion 
with dock labour, and three in miscellaneous industries. The 
number of persons concerned in these disputes was very con- 
siderable, the lock-out in the boot and shoe trade contributing 
greatly to swell the total. In 43 out of the 49 disputes, it is 
known that 53,828 persons were affected. 
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Eighteen old disputes, affecting about 1,600 persons, were settled 
in March, and at the end of the month it was known that 16 new 
and 18 old disputes, affecting about 50,000 workpeople, were still 
unsettled. 


PrinctpaL Contents OF THE “ LABOUR GAZETTE” FOR 
APRIL. 

State of employment, general. State of the coal mining 
industry in March. State of the iron mining industry in March. 
State of the Pig Iron Industry in March, Shipbuilding in Pro- 
gress. State of Employment in the Steel Industry. Avgricultural 
Labour in March. Dock Labour in London. Fishing Industry 
in March. State of Employment of Seamen in March. Em- 
ployment of Women in the Textile and Hat Trades in March. 
State of employment in London and Provincial Districts. Dis- 
pute in the Boot and Shoe Trade. Co-operation in the Village 
Industries of Russia. South Wales Coal Trade and the Sliding 
Seale. Situation in the London Building Trades. Dispute in 
the Mantle Trade in East London. Agricultural Annual Hirings 
in Scotland. Conciliation and Arbitration in March. The South 
Australia Conciliation Act, 1894. Statistics of Mines in 1894, 
Production of Pig Iron in 1894, Notice of Accidents Act, &e, &e 


OrriciaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeR Act. 

Boiler Explosion at Yeovilton—A formal investigation was 
held at the Town Hall, Yeovil, on the 22nd March into the 
circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the Manor 
Farm, Yeovilton, on the 16th February last, whereby two persons 
were killed and two others were seriously injured. 

The boiler, one of the horizontal return tube portable type, 
was used for agricultural purposes. It was purchased by a boiler 
maker and engineer of Martock in 1892. It was repaired by him 
and subjected to a hydraulic pressure test of 120 lbs, It was 
lent to a farmer at Key Farm in December 1894, and it was 
asserted that when it left the engineer’s premises it was fitted 
with a steam pressure gauge, and that the safety valve was 
adjusted and fitted with a stay so as to prevent the lever being 
screwed down beyond a pressure of 42 lbs. The boiler had no 
steam gauge when it arrived at the farmers, nor was the stay ever 
seen. 

In February 1895 the boiler was lent to an engine driver, and 
taken from the Key Farm to the Manor Farm, where it was 
worked for a week, and on the 16th of February it exploded, the 
engine driver being one of the persons killed. 

After the explosion the spindle of the safety valve was found 
bent, and from the direction of this bend the engineers called 
at the coroner’s inquest concluded that the nut (which had been 
removed before they saw the valve) had been so screwed down by 
the attendant as to render the valve inoperative, and the jury 
so found. 

The Court found that the explosion was owing to the crown 
of the fire box having become so much wasted by corrosion and 
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distorted through over heating upon some recent occasion as to 
be unable to withstand the working pressure. 

That the boiler was neither properly examined nor was it pro- 
perly repaired whilst it was on the owners’ premises, that it should 
not have been subjected to a hydraulic test of 120 Ibs. until its 
condition had been ascertained by examination, and that the safe 
working pressure of the boiler should have been ascertained 
beyond doubt before it left his premises. 

The Court doubted whether the boiler was fitted either with 
the steam gauge or with the stay to prevent the pressure on the 
valve (42 lbs.) being exceeded, and they gave the owner the 
benetit of this doubt. They were not satisfied that the lever of 
the valve had been screwed down by the driver, but they were 
clearly of opinion that all boilers of this description should be 
fitted with a locked up safety valve. 

The Court found the owner to blame, and ordered him to pay 


10/, towards the costs of the investigation. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

Works and Repairs to Military Buildings in the United King- 
dom (including Painting).—The Secretary of State for War has 
issued a notice to the effect that builders desirous of being 
applied to when tenders are invited for work in any military 
district should address the general officer commanding such 
district, giving trade and bank references, and stating whether 
they wish to tender for (a) jobbing work, painting, and repairs. 
(6) new buildings or works up to 5,000/ estimated value, or (c) 
new buildings or works of any magnitude. 

Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 

Firms whose names are already on the War Office list need not 
apply. 


Sea Reeutation Act, 1888 (CUMBERLAND SEA 
Fisueries District). 

An order was made by the Board of Trade on the 21st 
February last under the provisions of the Sea Fisheries Regula- 
tion Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 54), creating the Cumberland 
Sea Fisheries District. The limits of the district are defined to 
be the following :— 

A Sea Fisheries District is created, comprising so much of the 
sea within which Her Majesty’s subjects have by international 
law the exclusive right of fishing, with the adjoining coast, as is 
not included within the territorial limits of Scotland and as lies 
within the following limits, namely, on the north-east a line 
drawn straight from the eastern side of the mouth of the River 
Sark at Sark Foot to Burgh Marsh Point, and, on the south, a 
line drawn true south-west from the seaward extremity of Have- 
rigg Point in the County of Cumberland, being the northern 
boundary of the Lancashire Sea Fisheries District, such lines 
being shown in a map marked S, 651—1895, and deposited at 
the Board of Trade: wet 
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Provided that a line shall be drawn in manner following at or 
near the mouth of every river or stream flowing into the sea or 
into any estuary within such limits, namely :— 

A siraight line at or near the mouth of the River Sark true 
west from the southern extremity of the eastern bank of the 
said River at Sark Foot; 

A straight line at or near the mouths of the Rivers Esk and 
Eden from the eastern side of the mouth of the River Sark 
at Sark Foot to Burgh Marsh Point ; 

A line at or near the mouth of the River Wampool across the 
said river along the seaward side of the Solway Junction 
Railway Bridge ; 

A line at or near the mouth of the River Waver across the said 
river along the seaward side of the North British Railway 
Bridge at Abbey Junction ; 

A line at or near the mouth of the River Ellen across the said 
river along the seaward side of the bridge in Station Street, 
Maryport ; 

A line at or near the mouth of the River Derwent along the 
seaward side of the Whitehaven Junction Railway Bridge ; 

A straight line at or near.the mouth of the River Ehen true 
west from the milepost on the Furness Railway, which 

Indicates eleven and_a half miles from Whitehaven ; 

A line at or near the mouths of the River Calder along the 
seaward side of the Furness railway bridge ; 

A line at or near the mouths «f the Rivers Irt, Mite, and Esk, 
from a post coloured black at’ high-water mark on Drigg 
Point, in the parish of Drigg, to a post coloured white on the 
south side of the said ‘rivers at high. water mark in the parish 
of Bootle, which ‘posts are referred to ina byclaw made by 
the Board of Conservators of the West Cumberland Fishery 
District in pursuance of section 39, sub-section 8, of the 
Salmon Fishery Act, 1873; 

A straight line across every such iiver or stream not herein- 
before specified, such line being in continuation of the general 
line of the shore at ordinary high water : 

and such lines shall be the lines above which the Sea Fisheries 
District shall not extend into any such river or stream. 

In respect of such rivers and streams, and also in respect of any 
area subject to a byelaw made under section 39, sub-section 8, of 
the Salmon Fishery Act, 1873, the Boards of Conservators of 
the said Eden, Derwent, and West Cumberland Fishery Districts 
and any Board of Conservators which may hereafter be appointed 
for any fishery district comprising the River, Esk shall, within 
their districts respectively, have the powers of a Local Fisheries 
Committee, under and in accordance with the Act. 


The Sea Fisheries District hereby created shall be called the 
Cumberland Sea Fisheries District. 


Format INVESTIGATIONS INTO 
The general rules for formal investigations into Shipping 


Casualties, 1895, have recently been issued, These rules came 
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into operation on the 1st April last, and shall, so far as prac- 
ticable, and unless otherwise expressly provided, apply to all 
matters arising in any pending investigation, and also to all 
investigations instituted on and after the said day. 

A copy of these rules is kept at every Custom-house and mer- 
cantile marine office in the United Kingdom, and any persons 
desiring to peruse them are entitled to do so. 


Boarp or Trapr AWARDs FoR GALLANTRY. 
The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 


Louis Everaert, master, and silver medals and a sum of 21. each 
to Chretien Lauwereyns and Emile Schmidt, seamen, of the 
Belgian fisi:ing smack “ Fortuni»,” of Ostend, in recognition of 
their services to the shipwrecked crew of the fishing smack “ New 
Flora,” of Ramsgate, which was abandoned in the North Sea on 
the 24th January last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea and a sum of 12 each to Samuel 
Tansley, chief boatman, John Hynes, commissioned boatman, 
Henry Pitman, Thomas Stinner, and John Carr, boatmen, of the 
Goodwick Coast Guard Station, Fishguard, Pembrokeshire, and 
also to John Owen, fisherman, in recognition of their services to 
the crews of the schooners “ Ceres” and“ Pausilippo” in Fish- 
guard Bay on the 12th January last. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during 
the months of March and April 1895, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 :— 

Bane, John J. ‘. 
Boyd, William 

Boyle, Joseph 

Connolly, Thady 

Dunlop, William 

Farnel, Thomas 

Gallagher, Edward 

Hayden, Hubert 

Heggart, John Thomas 

Karr, Robert 
Kavanagh, James 
Maher, Solin M. > Constabulary), 
McDonough, William G. Ireland. 
McGoldrick, Michael 
McKay, James 
Mullally, John 
Murphy, Daniel 
Noble, William T, 
O’Gara, Patrick 
Smyth, Nathaniel R, 
Sullivan, Michael 
Talty, Peter 
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Davis, George William - West Bromwich. 
Morgan, Edward Conway - Glamorganshire. 
Wallington, William Henry ~- Warrington. 


EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHY AT THE IMPERIAL 
INSTITUTE. 


According to a prospectus which has been issued by the 


Executive Council of the Imperial Institute, it is intended to 
hold during the forthcoming summer season of 1895 a special 
exhibition of photography in its application to the arts, sciences, 
and industries througheut the Empire. Individuals and firms 
wishing to exhibit in the exhibition may obtain further particulars 
concerning the division in which they wish to enter on application 
to “ The Secretary, Photographic Exhibition, Imperial Institute, 
London, S.W.” 

The exhibition, which will be open daily (except Sundays) from 
11 am. until 11 pm. from the middle of May until the middle 
of August, will be divided into the following seven classes :— 
The History of Photography. Artistic Photography. Photo- 
graphy as an Industry. Photography in its applications to 
Industries. Applications of Photography to the Sciences. Educa- 
tion in its connection with Photography; and Miscellaneous 
applications of Photography. 


TENDERS FOR Mup-SpLasHInG APPLIANCES TO VEHICLES 
at Sr. Perersspure. 


The Secretary of State fur Foreign Affairs has received from 
the Acting British Consul-General at St. Petersburg the informa- 
tion that the Town Council of that capital invites the presentation 
up to the 27th of May next of drawings and specifications, and 
where possible of models, of appliances for preventing the 
splashing of mud from the wheels of vehicles fitted with india- 
rubber tyres. In view of the inconvenience caused to the public 
by mud splashed from such tyres the Council intends to make 
the adoption of some improved appliance compulsory. The 
Council does not, however, afford any protection to competitors 
in regard to patent rights. 


TENDERS FOR Suppiy or LocomotivE Coat In Norway. 


The following notice has been communicated to the Board of 
Trade by the Foreign Office :— 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in 
Norway, stating that the Norwegian Government have published 
in the local papers of Christiania an invitation to tender for the 
supply of 13,000 tons of Shireoaks or Kiveton Park beat large 
locomotive coal to be delivered at Christiania. 

Tenders will be received until 11 a.m. on April 19. Prices 
muet be stated separately for the two descriptions of coal. 
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IL—SEA FISHERIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


A publication* has recently been issued by the Board of Trade 
containing statistical tables and memorandum relating to the sea 
fisheries of the United Kingdom, including a return of the 
quantity of fish conveyed inland by railway from each of the 
principal ports of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland 
during each of the years from 1889 to 1894. The tables give 
the results of the collection of fishery statistics for England and 
Wales during the year 1894, the collection itself having been 
commenced in the spring of 1885. 

Tables are also given showing the results in each year from 
1889 to 1894 for Scotland and for Ireland. 

It appears from the statistics now given that the total quantity 
of fish landed in England and Wales during the year 1894, 
exclusive of shell fish, amounted to 7,024,000 ewts. or, roughly 
speaking, 351,000 tons, of the value of 4,982,000/., which, with 
the addition of the value of shell fish, viz., 309,000/., makes a 
total value for the year of 5,291,000/. The corresponding 
values for the years 1892 and 1893 having been 4,983,000/. and 
5,171,000/. respectively, it would appear that there is a slight 
increase in the value of the fish landed in each year. And here 
it should be remarked that the values throughout the tables and 
the average prices stated are in all cases those taken at the time 
of landing, which are believed generally to be fairly accurate. 

For Scotland the returns show a total quantity of 6,172,000 
ewts. landed, exclusive of shell fish, the value being 1,565,000/. 
To this should be added 70,000/., the value of the shell fish 
landed, making a total of 1,635,000/. The corresponding figures 
for Ireland show a total of 850,000 cwts. landed and valued at 
260,000, exclusive of shell fish, the total value, including shell 
fish, being 274,000/. It is to be remarked that in Scotland there 
is a slight decrease hoth in the quantity and in the value of the 
fish landed, whilst in Ireland, although there is an increase in the 
quantity, there is at the same time a decrease in the total value 
of the fish landed in the ycar 1894, as compared with the previous 
year 1893. 

The aggregate results for the whole of the United Kingdom 
show a total of 14,046,000 ewts. landed, exclusive of shell-fish, 
or approximately 702,000 tons, valued at 6,807,000Z at the point 
of landing. Adding to this the value of the shell-fish, amounting 
to 393,000/. a total of 7,200,000/. is arrived at as the value of the 
sea fisheries of the United Kingdom, at the place of landing, in 
the year 1894, compared with a total value of 7,218,000/, in the 
year 1893. 

From a comparative table which is given,' showing the 


quantities and value of the fish landed at each of the principal 


* Parliamentary Paper 53, 1895. 
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ports in the United Kingdom during the last uine years, it may 
be seen at a glance what have been the fluctuations in the trade 
in fish done at each port. Taking first the East Coast, it will be 
eeen that Grimsby steadily maintains the first place as a fishing 
port ; indeed, the amount returned as landed at that place in 
1894, viz., 78,000 tons, is in excess of that landed in any previous 
year. This last observation applies also to Hull, where 38,000 
tons of fish were landed during the past year. Not far behind 
comes Lowestoft, with 34,000. The amount landed at London, 
viz., 57,000 tons, is still larger than that landed at the two last- 
named places, although it is to be remarked that the total was 
exceeded by the amounts landed in the earlier years of this 
collection, viz., 1886 to 1888. 

The fluctuations in the amounts of fish landed on the South 
Coast are in no way remarkable, the amounts throughout being 
small. As regards the West Coast, the most salient facts are the 
fluctuations in the amount of fish landed at Neyland, although 
the amount at the same time landed at Milford keeps fairly 
steady. 

As regards the quantity and value of fish landed in each month 
of the year, it appears that the months of May and November 
were the most important in the year 1894, whilst in 1893 the 
most important months were September and October. In the 
year 1892 t!:> most important months were April and November. 

It appears from tables showing, for a series of years, the total 
quantities and values of the fish imported into this country, dis- 
tinguishing the proportion of such fish retained for home con- 
sumption, as well as the exports of fish from this country to 
foreign parts during the same period, that the value of the fish 
imported and retained for home consumption now exceeds 
2,00U,000/. annually, having increased from 1,750,000/, in 1886 
to 2,171,000/. in 1894 ; whilst, on the other hand, the total value 
of British and Irish fish exported from this country, which for 
many years averaged about 1,700,000/. a year, has in the year 
1894 risen to 2,054,000/. Taking these figures in conjunction 
_ with the value of the produce of the sea fisheries of the United 
Kingdom during the period 1889-1894, it will be seen that the 
total value of the fish consumed in the United Kingdom in the 
former year amounted to 6,365,000/, and in the latter to 


7,317,0001, 
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III—IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay 
imported into the United Kingdom from each country during the | 
month of March 1895, and the three months ended 3lst March 
1895, together with the corresponding periods of 1894, has been 
prepared from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her | 
Majesty’s Customs :— 


Three Months ended 
Month of March 31st March 

Countries. 

1895. 1894, 1895. 1894. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Russia, North - - oo 6,308 36 19,690 
» South - - a 134 — 680 
Norway - - - 55 537 254 1,523 
Denmark - . 74 1,143 157 2,203 
Germany - - 30 677 69 1,151 
Holland ~ - 352 2,304 948 5,389 
Belgium - - 8 400 8 989 

France - - - 1,122 1,018 2,523 1,414 i 
Turkey, European - - 37 103 
» Asiatic - 542 
Algeria 1,546 190 3,004 190 
Cape of Good Hope - a _ _ 1 

Victoria - - 10 —_ 10 — 

New Zealand - ~ 22 
Canada - - 820 3,151 1,674 5,163 
Newfoundland - - 10 10 
United States, America - 8,751 24,479 10,085 58,375 
Chile ons 640 Line 1,891 
Argentine Republic - 249 104 311 469 
Total - - 8,017 41,132 19,079 99,844 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons. 
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IV.—_THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RUSSIAN 
METALLURGICAL INDUSTRY. 


Considerable interest is being shown in Russian industrial 
circles at the present time in connection with a proposal for the 
development of the metallurgical industry presented by M. Our- 
banovitch., 

The “ Bulletin du Musée Commercial” says that owing to the 
protective tariff numerous metallurgical establishments iiave been 
started in South Russia and Poland and the Ural works have 
shown great activity, but while it is a fact that Russia can at 
present produce almost all the iron necessary for her own require- 
ments, Russian merchants have much difficulty in meeting the 
competition of Western Europe. 

One of the reasons for this condition of affairs is, it would 
appear, the very slight increase in the average production of the 
Russian works. For example, in one year, the 89 works in 
operation in the Oural mountains only produced altogether 
262,000 tons of iron, or an average of about 3,000 tons per 
factory, whilst in the United States and Western Europe there 
were few works producing less than 50,000 tons per annum. 

This naturally largely increases the cost of production, and in 
some Russian works the interest on capital, the expenses of 
management, &c., amount to about 35 per cent. of the selling 

rice. 

" The absence of facilities in the means of communication is also 
not without influence, for sales cannot be readily effected, very 
large capital being required. The blast furnaces of the Oural 
are obliged to provide themselves with raw material in winter, 
when the roads are practicable for sledges, whilst in order to send 
their manufactured articles to the consuming markets, these same 
works must wait until the Volga navigation is open, that is to say, 
until the commencement of the summer. Moreover, the Oural 
works are obliged to restrict their output by reason of the fact 
that they use charcoal, the supply of which at their disposal is 
necessarily limited. 

In these conditions, M. Ourbanovitch advises the Oural works 
to form a syndicate, to abandon the manufacture of iron, and to 
devote themselves exclusively to the production of cast iron. 
The surplus of the combustible thus placed at the disposal of the 
Ural merchants wil! allow of their producing at least 1,000,000 
tons of cast iron, in place of 400,000 tons, the present figure of 
production. 

On the other hand, it is suggested that the forges and rolling 
mills should be transferred to the Lower Volga, where raw 
naphtha and the residue from the distillation of naphtha would 
procure them an excellent and cheap combustible without taking 
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into consideration that it would be much nearer the centres of 
consumption. 

The Oural cast-iron would be brought in boats down the 
Volga and carried to the works at little expense. In this way a 
great saving would be effected, and from the time that the Oural 
cast iron arrives in the works of the Lower Volga in sufficient 
quantity, its subsequent treatment would be carried out exactly 
under the same economic conditions as in Western Europe, with 
this difference in favour of the Russian works, that 65 tons of 
naphtha residue would be really equivalent to 100 tons of best 
coal, the manufacture of finished irons and of rails would be 
effected at a cheaper rate in Russia than in other European 
countries, without reckoning that Russian ‘merchants would be 
certain of being able to produce articles of the first quality. 

According to M. Ourbanovitch, it will be possible in this 
manner to produce manufactured rails and irons at rather over 5/. 
per ton, and plates for boilers at 9/. per ton, which will enable 
the Russian merchants to compete advantageously with their 
rivals, without taking into account protective Customs tariffs. 

M. Ourbanovitch adds that there is a little doubt as to the 
future development of the metallurgical works of Donetz and 
Ekaterinoslaw, which are situated in relatively unfavourable condi- 
tions by reason of the distance of 480 kilometres separating the 
coal mines from the iron deposits, of the high price of coke 
delivered at the works, and of the scarcity of skilled labour. 
According to him, also, too much ought not to be expected of the 
Poland works because of the absence of coal and the poverty of 
the ores 


| 
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V—THE PRESENT CONDITION OF RUSSIAN 
INDUSTRIES. 


The “Revue d’Orient” in its issue for the 5th March 
publishes some particulars of Russian industry. The production 
of cast iron, the basis of the metullurgical industry increased 
from 27,300,000 pouds in 1881 to 70,800,000 pouds in 1893 
(poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois), or an increase of 160 per cent. 
This industry has shown a marked development in the South 
of Russia, where the works situated near the rich deposits of 
Krivorog ore are abundantly supplied with combustible ma- 
terial. From 17,900,000 pouds in 1880, the manufacture of 
jion has increased in 1893 to 30,100,000 pouds, an increase 
of 681 per cent. The production of steel has increased by 
593 per cent. (29,800,000 pouds in place of 18,700,000 
pouds) ; as regards rails, the quantity exported from Russian 
works has only shown slight progress, 1,600,000 pouds, but 
there should be noted the essential difference that out of the 
12,200,000 pouds delivered in 1880, 10,200,000 were made with 
imported cast-iron, whilst, out of the 13,800,000 pouds produced 
in 1893, 2,800,000 pouds only were made with cast iron coming 
' from abroad, whilst the rest, 11,000,000 pouds was made in 
Russian works with Russian raw material. In 1880 the total 
quantity of manganese ore extracted did not exceed 600,000 
pouds; in 1893 it reached 15,200,000 pouds. Owing to the 
use of this ore in the manufacture of steel the demand for 
manganese has increased enormously and the Caucasian ore 
has found many valuable foreign markets. The extraction of 
mercury dates back in Russia only about ten years, but already 
the country is becoming independent of foreign supplies. 
The production coal of which was 200,900,000 pouds in 1880 
reached 460,200,000 pouds in 1893 or an increase of 129 per 
cent. For salt, 88,000,000 pouds in place of 47,500,000, the 
difference being 85 per cent. 

The naphtha industry has shown a large development. The 
construction of the necessary railways and other suitable measures 
have enabled Russian production not only to supply the country 
with petroleum and lubricating oils but to organise a vast exporta- 
tion throughout the whole world. In 1880, the extraction of 
naphtha was 21,400,000 pouds; in 1893 it amounted to 
337,000,000 pouds. Parallel with this progress in production, 
the imports of naphtha and derivatives of naphtha have decreased 
from 1,200,000 pouds to 20,000 pouds, whilst the exports have 
increased from 247,000 pouds to 59,300,000 pouds. 

Important progress has also been made in the production of 
textiles, A little before 1880 some feeble attempts were made 
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to develop the cultivation of cotton in the Russian possessions of 
Transcaucasia in the Transcaspian region and in Central Asia ; 
but at first these attempts did not give satisfactory results. 
Within recent years steps have been taken to acclimatise the 
production of cotton. At the present time this new industry goes 
a long way towards satisfying the requirements of the country ; 
notwithstanding the uninterrupted increase of the production of 
Russian manufactures, the imports of foreign cotton do not show 
an increase ; they show, on the contrary, a tendency rather to 
diminish, At the present time Russia supplies alone 25 per cent. 
of te cotton which is worked up in the country. In 1887 the 
market only received 906,000 pouds of Russian cotton ; in 1892 
the production reached 3,800,000 pouds. 

In the domain of manufacturing industry articles of cotton 
should specially be noted. Russian factories have made such 
progress, both as regards quantity and quality, that they almost 
wholly supply the home markets, and they send increasingly 
larger quantities of merchandise to foreign countries. The 
number of spindles at the present time is about 6,000,000 and 
that of their looms 200,000. As regards cottons, Russia occupies 
the front rank on the European continent as regards power of 

roduction. The sugar industry for about a dozen years past 

as made great progress and does not fail to improve its processes. 
It produces more and at a cheaper rate,.in fact, its manufacture 
has more than doubled (35,600,000 pouds in place of 15,900,000 

uds). 

Poth. agricultural industry has also made considerable progress. 
The area under cultivation goes on extending, the production of 
grain presenting a steadily increasing total. During the last 
ten years of the reign of Alexander II. (1871-1880) the average 
of the crop tor the four principal cereals, rye, wheat, oats, and 
barley, was 235,000,000 tchetverts (tchetvert = 5°77 bushels), 
during the first half of the reign of the Emperor Alexander ITI. 
(1881-87) it reached 263,000,000 tchetverts, and during the 
second half (1888-94) 276,000,000. Finally, in 1894 the figure 
of 332,000,000 tchetverts was exceeded. 
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VI—CULTIVATION OF THE CAUCASUS. 


According to the “ Journal de Saint Petérsburg,” M. Bataline, 
the Director of the St. Petersburg Botanic Gardens, has issued 
an interesting report upon the condition of cultivation on the 
Caucasian shore of the Black Sea. M. Butaline has lately 
accompanied the Minister of Agriculture on a six weeks’ tour of 
inspection of that district, in company with several other 
prominent men of science. 

M. Bataline is forced to confess that up to the present time 
little has been done to exploit this luxuriant district. Until the 
final submission of the Caucasus in 1864 our ideas, mostly based 
on the writings of the Pole, Lapiniski, were of the vaguest 
description. During the subsequent 30 years the country has 
been but superficially explored, and little has been done to 
develop its natural forces. It is true that a railway and an 
excellent high road start from Novorossiisk, but this is practically 
all that has been done to unite this district with the civilised 
world. 

Its natural resources, however, are of an admirable kind and 
surpass those of the Crimea. Instead of lacking water, it is 
positively provided with it to excess. Vegetation is of an in- 
credible richness. Without exaggeration it may be said that the 
entire area southwards from Touapsé and Sotchi forms the most 
fertile corner of the Russian Empire. Yet practically nothing 
has been done, from a scientific point of view, to make this wealth 
known and enjoyed. Only of Jate has its flora been examined, with 
the result of the discovery of species, and even of families of 
plants, hitherto unknown in Europe. Geology has done still less, 
all it has performed is to point out that at the sources of the 
Mzymt and of the Psoou there exist quarries of calcareous stone 
fit for the manufacture of the best quality of cement. In 1894 
an important geographical discovery was made, a new glacier 
being met with which had never been marked ona map. The 
fame is no better known, the distribution of the forests being, in 
fact, the only natural feature to which any attention has been 

iven,. 
. On the economical side the conditions are not more satisfactory. 
At the time when the shore was inhabited by mountaineers the 
population amounted to 200,000. They lived by hunting, while 
cultivating rye, maize, and wheat, and, 30 verstes (verste = 
1,166 yards) to the south of Novorossisk, 7, had planted vast 
orchards of apples, apricots, and peaches. They carried on a 


considerable trade, not merely in fruit but also in honey and wax. 
But now, the mountaineers having left the country, their gardens 
are desolate, and the bear has made his dwelling in them. There 
are sorts of applés grown here which are found nowhere else in 
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Euro Along the entire coast only two towns exist, Touapsé 
and tchi, and about 50 little hamlets, farms, and isolated 


dwellings, with a population of 22,000 inhabitants, one-fifth of 


that of 30 years ago. 

What is most striking in the country is the contrast between 
the luxuriance of nature and the poverty of the inhabitants. The 
cultivated average is very small. The average per head is 24 
square sagénes (sq. sagéne = 784 sq. inches) of garden and 24 of 
vineyard. But as a matter of fact, if two villages containing large 
gardens are excluded there is scarcely any cultivated land at ail in 
a province that thirty years ago was flourishing. 

What have capital and intelligence done for the country ? The 
cultivation of the vine has advanced nowhere save in the environs 
of Novorossiisk, where the soil is particularly favourable to it. 
‘The best species of vines prosper there, but as we advance further 
south, the vineyards disappear. The gardens of Baron Steinheil, 
of M. Sibiriakow and Mr. Khloudow are the sole exceptions, yet 
the soil of this southern district is just as well fitted for vineyards 
as that around Novorossiisk. It is a curious thing that this 
important town should not yet have received any municipal 
institutions, but the fact is that the exploitation of property 
is sadly hampered by the inability of the head of the police 
to sanction the transference of land. 

Over an extent of thirty versts, from Novorossiisk to Ghélendjik 
the soil and the climate are not favourable to the cultivation of 
fruit. The only important orchards are those in the neighbour- 
hood of Touapsé. The strip of land between Ghélendjik and the 
Asché River is, on the other hand, highly suited to this kind of 
cultivation. Here are found wild the chestnut, the laurel, the 
samschit or Caucasian palm, and, to the south of Gaza, even the 
olive. At Soukhoum plants can be cultivated which were formerly 
not dreamed of. Fruits and grapes are not good, but rice, indigo, 
cotten, olives, palms, lemons and oranges have been acclimatised 
especially on the property of M. P. Tatarinow. A tree nine 
years old produces, on this estate, about 400 oranges a year. 

The tea-plant also grows here. The English were the first to 
demonstrate that the soil of this locality exactly resembles that of 
those parts of China where the best kinds of tea are grown. 
The first person who succeeded in growing the tea plant in the 
Caucasus was Colonel Solovtsow, who, however, had many 
difficulties to contend against. At first he had to import 
plants from China, since none can be bought in Europe; the 
customs formalities greatly hampered him. The Custom-house 
officers went so far as to disinfect these plants, believing them to 
be vines and hoping to prevent the phylloxera. ‘The Société 
Economique Libre sent M. Solovtsow a telegram congratulating 
him on on his excellent results. At the meeting at which M. 
Bataline read his report, tea grown in the Caucasus was served, 
and its flavour found to be satisfactory. 

The tea plantations of Colonel Solovtsow are situated in the 


arrondissement of Batoum, He began to cultivate tea nine years 
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aco, and he has had excellent results. Tne first attempts to grow 
the tea plant in the Caucasus were made 30 years ago, but they 
were not successful. Professor Boutlerow intended to renew 
them at Soukhoum, but the project was interrupted by his death, 
and his successors had no success. Now the cultivation of the 
tea plant seems to be safely introduced into the province, and it is 
under the protection of the government. 

Tn conclusion M. Bataline says :-—‘ The events which are now 
“ proceeding in the far East may bring about notable changes in 
“ the tea trade. The English have long been growing tea on the 
** slopes of the Himalaya and in Ceylon, but the Colombo tea is 
“* disagreable in flavour. Our Caucasian tea is superior in quality, 
“ and we may perhaps look forward in a few years to drinking 
Russian instead of Chinese, which now costs us annually 
42,000,000 roubles, just as the Russian wines are every day 
expelling more and more foreign wines from our daily con- 
“ sumption.” 
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VIL—-“BARGAIN SALES” IN GERMANY. 


‘The United States Commercial Agent of Bamberg in his last 
report, says that the complaints made by a number of German 
chambers of commerce regarding unfair competition in business 
and the gradually growing dissatisfaction in retail business circles 
because of the disturbance of legitimate trade caused by auctions 
and fraudulent “ bargain sales,” has induced the German Ministry 
of the Interior to outline a law governing the case. This pro- 

_ Act was first made public on January 9th, in the 
Reichsanzeiger, the official organ of the Government. 

The provisions of the Act are directed against the following 
phases of unfair competition : 

(1.) Attempting to place business offers in a particularly 
favourable light by means of incorrect declarations regarding the 
nature or prices of articles of merchandise, the amount of stock 
on hand, or the cause of selling such. 

(2.) Stating or making public incorrect data concerning a 
business or the person of its proprietor, the articles of merchan- 
dise or the commercial products pertaining to the business or its 
owner, which statements are intended to have the effect of 
hindering the sale of such goods or injuring the credit of the 
person owning them. 

(3.) The improper use of a name, firm, trade-mark, or other 
distinctive business sign or symbol in such a manner as is likely 
to lead to its confusion with the name, firm, or trade-mark of a 
similar business, to the use of which another party is justly 
entitled. 

(4.) The betrayal of or making public business or operative 
secrets for the purpose of creating competition with a similar 
business before two years shall have intervened from the time 
when the offender ceased his connection with the firm, where, in 
his capacity as employee, workman, or apprentice, he gained a 
knowledge of secrets of the kind mentioned. Equally punishable 
is the attempt to incite another person to commit such an act. 

The above is an outline of the most important features of the 
proposed law, which will soon come before the federal council 
(Bundesrath) for consideration, and then, if accepted, be presented 
to the Reichstag. 

It is a fact, conceded even by the opponents of the Act, that 
the law as drawn up contains some valuable points. The only 
question is whether these are not more than counterbalanced by 
the weak features of the Bill. In mercantile circles the opinion 
pore. to a great extent, that if the Bill becomes a law perfectly 
egitimate business operations will likewise be subject to the 
assaults of envious competitors and the danger of long and costly 
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lawsuits will be incurred. The question, for example, as to what 
is exactly included in the term “an especially favourable business 
offer” is so largely a matter of individual opinion that a law 
based on its definition could be too freely interpreted. This 
would interfere with trade and commerce, in place of aiding 
them. Another circumstance that should not be overlooked is 
that the application of this law would rest with judges who have, 
for the most part, but a very superficial knowledge of business 
operations and of the difficulties which beset the business man 
of to-day. 

The proposed law is directed, first of all, against those instances 
in which the managers of so-called “bargain sates,” by means of 
fraudulent advertisements, effect a sale of merchandise of 
indifferent value, thus supplying the demand of one section or 
entire district for a considerable period, during which, of course, 
the legitimate business houses have to suffer. That acts of the 
nature mentioned are injurious to the welfare of the community 
is indisputable. But here, too, it is difficult to define the 
limitations of the expression, “ fraudulent construction of facts.” 

In German journals of all shades of party belief, the proposed 
law is being subjected to much criticism, and it is more than 
doubtful whether it will be enacted a law by the Reichstag, at 
least in its present form. I append herewith a translation of the 
Bill as it appeared in the Reichsanzeiger. 

Sec. 1. Whoever, in the course of trade, undertakes to make 
business offers appear especially favourable by means of incorrect 
statements of the facts regarding the nature or price value of 
articles of merchandise and commercial products, the source of 
supply of such articles, the possession of diplomas awarded, the 
amount of stock on hand or the reason for selling such, can be 
called to account and compelled to cease making use of the 
incorrect statements in question. This action can be taken by 
any business man or body of business men manufacturing or 
placing on the market merchandise of the same character. For 
the purpose of rendering a protest of this kind effectual, tem- 

orary measures can be employed, even if the premises laid down 
in sections 814 and 819 of the civil statutes do not exactly cover 
the case in hand. In addition to demanding the cessation of the 
incorrect statements, the above-mentioned business men also have 
the right to claim damages of the originator of them for the injury 
caused to their business interests thereby, provided the former 
was aware of their incorrectness or must have known such to be 
the case. The sense of this proviso is to be so construed as placing 
a perversion of the facts intended to take the place of the 
“incorrect statements” mentioned on the same footing as the 
latter. 

Sec. 2. Whoever undertakes to make business offers appear 
especially advantageous by publishing declarations or directing 
communications to any number of persons containing incorreet 
statements of the facts regarding the nature or price value of 
articles of merchandise or commercial products, the source of 
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supply of such articles, the possession of awards, or the cause 
for selling articles of merchandise, shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding 1,500 marks, or to a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding six months. 

Sec. 3. A resolution passed by the federal council (Bundesrath) 
can decide that certain articles of commerce shall only be sold or 
offered for sale at retail in unbroken packages of acertain defined 
quantity or with a distinct statement of the quantity attached to 
the article itself or to its inclosure. Such provisions as are 
determined by the federal council shall be published in the 
Imperial Law Journal. Offences against the decisions of the 
federal council in this matter shall be punishable by a fine, to the 
amount of 150 marks, or by a term of imprisonment. 

Sec. 4. Whoever states or makes public statements of fact 
regarding a business concern, or the person of its owner or the 
merchandise or commercial products belonging to the owner, such 
as are intended or Jikely to hinder the operations of the business 
or injure its credit, shall be liable to the party injured for corre- 
sponding damages, in so far as the statements cannot be 
demonstrated to be in accordance with the truth. The party 
injured can also cause the offender to refrain from repeating or 
further publishing such statements. The provisions of the first 
paragraph are not to be construed as applying to this case if it is 
clearly apparent that it was not the purpose of the offender to 
injure the business operations or the credit of the firm. This 
latter construction shall be regarded as correct, particularly if the 
person making the statement or declaration or the onc hearing it 
is entitled to a justifiable interest in the matter. 

Sec. 5. Whoever, contrary to a better knowledge of the facts, 
s0 misconstrues them as to make false statements regarding a 
business concern, or the person of its owner, or the merchandise 
or commercial products of a business, or its, owner, which state- 
ments are intended to interfere with the operations of said 
business, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 1,500 marks, 
or by a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year. 

Sec. 6. Whoever, in the course of trade, makes use of the name, 
firm, or the distinctive sign or symbol of a business concern, in 

, such a manner as is likely to confuse those with the name, firm, 
or sign of a business to whose use another person is justly entitled, 
shall be liable to the latter for a corresponding amount of damages. 
The party thus injured is also empowered to cause the offender to 
refrain from such unjustifiable use. 

Sec. 7. Whoever, for the purpose of competing or inciting 
competition with a branch of business, communicates to other 
parties, or otherwise makes public secrets of trade or business 
operations coming to his knowledge by reason of service as an 
employee, workman, or apprentice in a similar branch of business, 
before the intervention of two years from the time his service in 
such capacity has ceased, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
3,000 marks, or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one 
year, and to an amount corresponding to the damages. 
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Sec. 8 Whoever undertakes to incite another person to a viola- 
tion of the provisions of paragraph 7 shall be punishabie by a fine 
not exceeding 1,500 marks, or by a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding six months. 

Sec. 9. In the cases provided for by sections 5, 7, and 8 the 
punishment by process of law shall occur only when complaint is 
made, A withdrawal of the complaint shall be allowable. Should 
judgment rendered in cases defined by section 2 decree punish- 
ment of the offender, it can be further conceded that such 
judgment be made public at the cost of the latter, Should 
punishment be decreed in cases defined by section 5, the party 
injured is likewise entitled to publish the judgment rendered at 
the cost of the offender within a certain period to be determined 
upon. The manner of publishing as stated shall be laid down in 
the judgment. In addition to punishment, as provided for by this 
law, the party injured shall be entitled on demand to further 
satisfaction to the amount of 10,000 marks. All the parties 
punishable shall be liable as joint debtors to the payment of such 
judgment. The payment of the latter, however, excludes all 
other claims to further damages. 

Sec. 10. In civil processes claiming judgment under the provi- 
sions of this law, either in the complaint or counter complaint, 
the trial and decision of the case in its last stage shall be referred 
to the “court of the Empire” (Reichsgericht) in accordance with 
the sense of section 8 of the introductory law to the court of 
constitutional law. 

Sec. 11. Whoever has not the principal branch of his business 
located within the Empire can only claim protection under this 
Act in the same measure and degree as is granted to German 
business men in the country where their principal branch of 
business is located. 
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VIIL—MINING AND METALLURGICAL INDUSTRIES 
OF SPAIN. 


The “ Revista Minera.” publishes the following statistics of the 
mineral and metallurgical production of Spain in 1894. 

Iron Ore.—The working of iron ore during the year 1894 
amounted to 4,972,625 tons, exceeding by 325,748 that of 1893. 

Metallurgy— The metallurgical works produced in 1894 nearly 
the same quantity of cast iron as in 1893, or 260,000 tons of 
pig, of which 48,538 were exported. 

This total shows an increase of 17,308 tons over the exports 
in 1893. 

The tendency for 1895 would appear to be a decreased 
production in all the works, 

Copper.—The production of copper ore in the province of 
Huelva amounts for the year 1894 to 2,270,000 tons of pyrites, 
containing on an average 2°50 per cent. of copper; 162,600 tons 
of foliated ore, and 55 tons of double sulphate of lead and copper. 
In the province of Murcia, 1,200 tons of ore have been obtained. 
As regards copper cake containing 75 per cent. of metal, its 
production in 1894 amouated to 28,000 tons, and copper matte of 
an average yield of 45 per cent. to 17,000 tons. In the same 
province of Huelva, there were extracted 2,800 tons of sulphate 
of copper, from which 2,200 tons of sulphuric acid of 66 degrees 
strength had been extracted. 

Miscellaneous products.—Zine.—The Royal Asturian Mining 
Company extracted in 1894, 31,200 tons of calamine in the 
province of Santander; the Posadas mines, in the province of 
Cordoba, have extracted 3,000 tons of blende, and, in the province 
of Murcia, 900 tons of zinc ore. The Restauracion mine of 
Linares has produced a large quantity of calamine, of which only 
650 tons were sold, from the calcination of which 53 per cent. 
of zinc resulted. The same Royal Asturian Company worked, 
at Arnao, 13,500 tons of calamine and blende, which produced 
5,700 tons of raw zinc; 2,500 tons of this latter product supplied 
2,400 tons of zinc in plates, and from the other 600 tons, 540 
tons of refined zinc were extracted. The Arnao factory exported 
in 1894, 1,700 tons of raw zinc, 392 tons of refined for Europe, 
and 154 tons of zinc in sheets for Cuba and Porto Rico. 

Silver—The metallurgical society of Mazarron has obtained 
by the treatment of its leads 33,000 kilogrammes of silver, the 
society of Pennaroya, 20,000 kilogrammes, and La Cruz of 
Linares, 60,000 kilogrammes. 

Manganese-—The province of Huelva yielded in 1894, 1,200 
tons of manganese. 
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Pyrites of Iron—In the same province, the extraction of this 
product amounted to 170,000 tons, and in the province of Gerona 
to 148 tons of arsenical pyrites. 

Tin.—The province of Orentes supplied 11 tons, and that of 
Pontevedra 12 tons. 

Wolfram.—In the latter province, 13 tons of iron tungstate 
were extracted. 

Antimony.—The extraction is limited to 5 tons in the province 
of Cordova and to 10 tons in that of Orentes. 

Barytes——Three hundred tons were extracted in the province 
of Gerona, and 70 in that of Tarragona. 

Spath Fluor.—Sixteen tons were extracted in the province of 
Barcelona. 

The fellowing statement is given by the “ Bulletin de la Bourse 
des metaux et des charbons de Paris ” of the imports and exports 
for 1894 of all substances belonging to metallurgy :— 

Imports in 1894.—Coal, 1,612,147 tons ; coke, 225,700 tons; 
tar, pitch, and asphalt, 29,639 tons; raw petroleum, 44,052 tons; 
cast iron, 26,561 tons; moulded pig, 9,616 tons; steel, 23,121 
tons; tin plate, 3,212 tons; tin in ingots, 936 tons; silver in 
bars, 1,935 kilogrammes; alkaline carbonates, 26,902 tons; 
nitrate of soda, 23,984 tons; sulphur, 5,674 tons; machines, 
motors, and boilers, 3,134 tons. 

Exports in 1894.—Ores of iron, 4,988,222 tons; copper, 
539,290 tons ; zinc, 34,238 tons; lead, 12,162 tons ; manganese, 
7,319 tons; antimony, 45 tons; salt, 230,179 tons; coal, 17,537 
tons ; pyrites of iron, 520,128 tons. 

Metals.—Cast iron, 48,749 tons; copper, 66,700 tons; zinc, 
2,680 tons; lead, 158,736 tons; mercury, 869,947 kilogrammes ; 
gold in ingots and coined, 341 hectogrammes: silver in ingots 
and coined, 265,201 hectogrammes. 

These figures compared with those of 1893 show increases in 
almost all the imports. On the other hand, the exports diminished 
to an extent represented by a value of 1,698,992 pesetas. 
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IX.—AMERICAN TIN-PLATE PRODUCTION. 


“The American Metal Worker ” discusses the question of the 
productive capacity of the American tin-plate industry as 
follows :— 


« A well-informed correspondent in one of the Western States, 
who is largely interested in the American tin-plate industry, has 
favoured us with his views in regard to the prospects before the 
manufacturers of tin plates in this country. He gives as his 
impression, based upon rough calculations of productive capacity 
and consumption, that by the end of the current year the domestic 
manufacturers will have to face a strong home competition, 
caused by an over-production of about 30 per cent. This theory 
is sufficiently startling at this early stage in American tin-plate 
making, and it is deserving of some consideration. 

“ The premises from which our correspondent deduces his state- 
ment, as given by him, are briefly these : —The total consumption 
of tin plates in the United States is 6,000,000 boxes a year. 
The Standard Oil Vompany, the largest individual consumers, use 
900,000 to 1,000,000 boxes a year, upon which they are allowed 


a rebate of 99 per cent. of the duty. This places them —_ 


the reach of the American manufacturer. The Pacific Coast 
trade amounts to between 500,000 and 1,000,000 boxes a year, 
which the Americans cannot touch on account of freight rates, 
the English manufacturers being able to ship so much cheaper by 
water. The dressed beef men who ship abroad are also entitled 
to 99 per cent. rebate on their shipments of foreign material, and 
they prefer buying foreign tin, owing to the fact that having both 
foreign and domestic tin plates in their factories would necessitate 
so many certificates, oaths, &c., to convince the Government that 
they are consuming imported tin only for their export business 
that they prefer to use foreign material altegether. Thus, all 
told, there are at least 2,000,000 boxes of tin plates consumed 
here every year which, it is argued, will always belong to the 
Welsh trade; at least until the conditions in tbis eountry 
approximate those obtaining on the other side. Acrordingly, he 
estimates only 4,000,000 boxes in good years are left to be 
fought for by American manufacturers. 

“ Our correspondent calculates that there are at present mills 
enough in operation and in process of erection to make from 
5,000,000 to 6,000,000 boxes per year. Consequently, he 
concludes by the end of this year the American manufacturers 
will have to face a home competition of an over-production of 
30 percent. With this in view, he sees nothing encouraging to 
our domestic tin-plate makers in the outlook, even if the building 
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of new tin-plate plants does not go beyond those already under 
contract. 

“ Tt is difficult to estimate with any degree of accuracy the 
aggregate capacity of the tin-plate works now in operatioa or in 
zourse of erection in this country. But, so far as we have been 
able to judge from a necessarily rough calculation, based upon 
reports of the proposed capacity of the new works now in process 
of construction—and these reports seldom err in the direction of 
under-estimation—their capacity, together with those of the 
existing works, will most probably not exceed the lower figure 
quoted by our correspondent—namely, 5,000,000 boxes per 
annum—and that only if the entire capacity was in constant 
employment. 

“Taking the other estimates presented as approximately correct, 
this would leave a possible surplus production of American plates 
amounting, in a good consumptive year, to about 1,000,000 boxes. 
But it is not unlikely that the figures given for the consumption 
that must for some time remain out of reach of the home manu- 
facturers are rather above the mark. So far, at least, as they 
relate to the proportion of imported plates used in the oil and 
packing industries and re-exported, with the benefit of rebate of 
duty, in the form of cans, the estimate appears to be too high 
Inquiry among the leading tin-plate importing houses in this city, 
and consultation with one of the best informed individuals in the 
country in regard to the oil and canning trades, lead us to the 
conclusion that, at the outside, not more than 1,500,000 boxes 
of tin plates are re-exported yearly, including the greater part of 
the tin used on the Pacific Coast, This latter amount, which our 
correspondent places at between 500,000 and 1,000,000 boxes, 
cannot much exceed the lower figure. Last year’s imports at 
San Francisco, according to the Custom-house returns of that 
port, were only 213,000 boxes. 

“ Moreover, the estimate of 6,000,000 boxes total consumption 
of tin plates in the United States in a good year appears to be a 
decidedly low one. We have before us the record of tin plate 
iraports for the past 10 years, which shows that in the years 1889, 
1890, and 1891 the numbers of boxer of tin pilates brought into 
tkis country, calculated on a 14 x 20 full weight basis, were 
6,733,840, 6,362,160, and 6,502,900 respectively. Last year, 
which was an exceptionally bad one for the tin-plate trade, the 
imports reached 4,537,580 boxes, to which must be added about 
1,200,000 boxes manutactured at home, making about 5,700,000 
boxes entered for consumption during a period of unusual trade 
depression. As very small stocks were held at the close of the 
year, we should place a good year’s consumption at nearer 
7,000,000 than 6,000,000 boxes, Calculating on this basis, the 
overproduction claimed by our correspondent would be eliminated, 
and a sufficiency of trade would be left for all the American manu- 
facturers, provided——and here comes the real difficulty—they are 
at the time producing the material called for by American 
consumers in proper quantities and proportions, — 
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“ While we do not believe that the American tin-plate works 
will be turning out a surplus of high grade bright charcoal plates, 
or even of ordinary coke tins by the close of this year, there does, 
however, seem to he some danger of their overdoing the roofing- 
plate business. According to the latest published returns, the 
terne-plate output of the United States comprised nearly 45 per 
cent. of the whole, a proportion which, if continuously maintained, 
would shortly entail a large surplus production of this class of 
plates. But the good sense and sound judgment of the American 
manufacturers may be relied on to avoid any such unwise 
proceeding.” 


X—THE PANAMA AND NICARAGUA CANALS. 


The Paris “‘ Nouveau Monde” has an article on the subject of 
the present situation and respective advantages of the Panama 
and Nicaragua canals. 

The concession of the Nicaragua canal was made by the 
Government of that State in 1887, that is to say at the time 
when the embarrassed condition of the Panama Canal Company 
commenced to be known, but it was only at the commencement 
of 1889 that a company with a nominal capital of 100,000,000 dols. 
was founded by the canal executive under the title of the Maritime 
Canal Company of Nicaragua. This company immediately 
confided the works to another company, established at the same 
time as it, with a nominal capital uf 12,000,000 dols., under the 
name of the Nicaragua Canal Construction Company. 

In September 1893 the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua 
suspended payment and was made bankrupt. 

In January 1894 an attempt at reorganisation was made, and 
at this period the state of the works was as follows : 

Three kilometres excavated at 5 metres depfh; 330 metres of 
dike constructed on the Atlantic at Greytown; 17 kilometres of 
railway ; 92 kilometres of telegraph line. Finally, the land has 
been cleared of timber on 32 kilometres only. 

The works, machines, and interest paid represented at that date 
7,300,000 dols., or about 1,440,0002. It does not appear as if 
the works had been continued since that time. In 1894 all the 
assets of the old company had been purchased for 2,970,000 dols. 
by a committee of reorganisation which sought vainly to procure 
capital in France and England. 

This committee, since the fuundation of the new Panama 
Company, has formed a company with a nominal capital of 
12,000,000 dols.; that is to say, about equal to that of the new 
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Panama Company: The promoters of this company have asked 
for a guarantee of interest from the Government of the United 
States, which guarantee has already been refused by the American 
Senate, on two different occasions, to the old company. 

The American Senate has just voted a law granting the financial 
aid of the United States for the construction of the canal; but 
before the final settlement, this law has still to be approved by 
Congress. 

The making of the Nicaragua Canal has elicited many very 
divergent expressions of opinion, and it has even been asserted 
that the canal was absolutely impossible, owing to the frequent 
earthquakes in the region. 

The strongest arguments which have been brought against the 
Nicaragua enterprise appear to be the following :— 

1. The Nicaragua canal can only be a sluice canal. The 
Panama canal, on the other hand, will be able gradually to 
Droge a level canal, and will be better adapted to a larger 
trafic. 

2. The constructors of the Nicaragua canal will be obliged to 
build a railway along the whole length, while the Panama isthmus 
enjoys the advantage of being already served by the Panama 
railroad, the co-operation of which with the new company is 
assured. 

3. The Nicaragua works are only commenced, and represent an 
expenditure of scarcely 1,400,000/.,, whilst those of the Panama 
Canal represent, at the lowest estimate, an expenditure of from 
16,000,0002. to 20,000,002. 

Finally, the new Panama Company, which has already made a 
large advance, has the period up to the 31st October 1904, in which 
to finish the canal. As regards the terms of the Nicaraguan 
concession, the canal must be opened to navigation on the 10th 
November, 1900. 
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XI.—THE REVIVAL OF THE RAMIE INDUSTRY. 


The “South American Journal” of the 16th March publishes 
the following information respecting the ramie question :— 

The cultivation and treatment of the ramie plant as an 
industrial product is once more arresting attention as a field for 
the profitable employment of capital. At one time it was feared 
that the possibilities of the new textile had so far fallen short of 
expectations as to wreck its chances of ever again being taken up 
upon a snfficiently large scale to allow of its attaining any measure 
of success. Enterprising capitalists, who had placed unbounded 
faith in the future of ramie, found that the new industry was 
insatiable in its demands for money, swallowing up some hundreds 
of thousands of pounds, for which, in return, the unhappy 
capitalists found themselves the possessors of a few bales of fibre. 
Still, success always seemed to be within reach of the “ ramist.” 
Every new process was apparently destined to overcome the 
last difficulty that stood in the way of a prosperous ramie industry, 
and it was only when more and more capital had been sunk in 
the capacious maw of the new industry that the ranist began to 
see further troubles ahead. Then the feverish desire to solve the 
fascinating problem gave way to a long period of apathy, at 
least, so far as the practical work of treating the ramie was con- 
cerned. The clearer-headed ramists alone did not give way to 
despair. They continued to entertain the greatest confidence in 
the future of the new industry, but knew that the question could 
only be solved by an accurate and scientific knowledge of the 
plant. Foy three or four years past the ramie has been closely 
studied in all its phases, in its chemical constituents and practical 
and scientific treatment, with the result that the processes of 
decorticating and de-gumming the stalks have at last been 
established upon a scientific basis. As the ramie gives an 
exceedingly small quantity of raw fibre—about 3} or 3 kilos. for 
every 100 kilos. of green stalks—the only way of making ita 
commercial success was to treat it in enormous quantities at the 
lowest possible limit of cost. This, of course, neces-itated the 
designing of machines ~ the simplest lines. In former articles 
we have pointed out the failure of numerous machines in the 
past, due to their complicated mechanism and the facility with 
which they are clogged up with the gum pellicules. Many of these 
machines have, during the past year or two, been greatly im- 
proved, their mechanism has been simplified by converting them 
from retrograde into direct-acting, and new appliances have been 
introduced that seem to have reached the limit of simplicity of 
design. It may be said that the ramie problem has now been 
definitely solved. The swallowing up of a vast amount of capital 
in the industry has not been without its beneficial results. It 
has afforded experience from which inventors are now profiting 
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to place the industry upon a really practical basis, and the treat- 
ment of ramie can now be carried out upon lines that will enable 
it to take its place among the other textiles, that is to say, above 
cotton, flax, and hemp, and inferior only to silk in point of 
“ number ” or fineness. 

It is distinctly encouraging that, coinciding with the publication 
of the series of articles in these columns upon South American 
fibres, there should be a re-awakening of enterprise in the ramie 
industry, and that capitalists should again be turning their atten- 
tion to the possibility of making a profit out of the ramie. One 
of the largest textile firms in Lille, who some time ago laid down 
a ramie-spinning plant, lately received an order trom the United 
States for a quantity of velvet made from the ramie fibre. 
Singularly enough, the firm was not in a position to execute the 
order at once, owing to there not being enough fibre in stock, and 
some time has been lost in applying to inventors who have pro- 
cesses at work for a consignment of the material. In fact, if any 
large demand for ramie textiles were experienced at the present 
day it is certain that manufacturers would not be in a position to 
meet it, and a great deal will have to be done before sufficient 
fibre is placed upon the market to allow of the establishment of a 
large textile industry. Yet there is no doubt that if a steady 
consumption of fibre were experienced there would soon be an 
abundance of raw material ready for the manufacture. 

Another encouraging fact lies in a new enterprise that appears 
to be on the point of being carried out in England. Some English 
capitalists, it is reported, have lately visited several well-known 
ramists in Paris with a view of ascertaining their opinions upon 
samples of de-gummed laniéres that had been treated, presumably 
by a new process, at a cost of 80 centimes the kilo. The samples 
are said to be of excellent quality, and superior to anything yet 
placed upon the market. ‘These capitalists are, we hear, on the 

oint of laying down machinery in England for the manufacture 
of 80,000 kilos. of spun ramie a month, an undertaking of such 
stupendous magnitude that French ramists are doubtful whether 
it can be carried out in the present stage of ramie development. 
The present supply of lanieres is considerably short of what would 
be required for such a heavy production of textile, and it would 
be necessary to lay out new plantations for the supply of the 
manufactory. This would seem to offer an excellent opening for 
the cultivation of ramie in Mexico, Paraguay, or in other of the 
South American States, as the prolific yield in those countries, 
and the facilities for transport to England, would place an abun- 
dance of cheap lanieres at the disposal of English manufacturers. 

With reference to the subject of the preparation of ramie 
fibre a communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Foreign Office, enclosing a copy of the United States 
Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 20, in which appears a state- 
ment which has recently been presented to the Senate of the 
United States calling attention to the efforts of Mr. 8. H. 
Slaught, of California, to further this industry, Mr. Slaught 
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claims that he kas discovered a process for working up ramie. 
The following is the text of a Bill for the development and 
encouragement of silk and ramie culture in the United States 
under the supervision of the Secretary of Agriculture. This Bill 
was proposed by Mr. Slaught; it passed the Senate on the 
14th June 1894, and was submitted to the committee of the 
whole house on the 9th August last :-— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, directed to assign to the 
division of etomology, in said department, the duty of superin- 
tending silk culture, and to a special agent ramie culture, as 
provided for in this Act, and may, when in his judgment it is 
necessary, appoint an assistant chief to that division for silk and 
a special agent for ramie to aid in the work herein required to 
be performed. The salaries of said assistant and special agent 
each shall be 2,000 dols. per annum and such necessary travelling 
expenses as they may incur under the direction of the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby directed 
to establish five silk experiment stations and three ramie stations, 
one each, respective, in different sections of the country, with a 
view of developing silk and ramie culture throughout the United 
States. Said silk culture stations shall be a part of the several 
experiment stations in the States in which a may be located. 
The ramie stations shall be one in or near Washington, district 
of Columbia, one in the South Gulf States, and one on the 
Pacific coast, where the special agent can procure the most 
assistance and co-operation from the people and capitalists 
in locating or starting them. The work at each station 
for silk shall be conducted under supervision of the director 
of such station, and the ramie demonstrations -by an 
appointee of the Secretary of Agriculture, and they shall carry 
on said work under rules and regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. A sum of 5,000 dols. 
for each station annually (and 50,000 dols. additional the 
first year, for each of the ramie stations) is hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
each of the stations for silk and ramie culture, which shall be 
established under the provisions of this Act. Said sum is to be 
drawn from the Treasury of the United States on requisitions 
made by the Secretary of Agriculture in favour of the directors 
of the several experiment stations in connection with which the 
silk culture are, and of the special agent of the ramie culture 
stations when established. The Secretary of Agriculture shall 
have power to diminish or discontinue the sum of money to be 
used at any station or stations excepting for one station for each 
of silk and ramie respectively, and all of them after the second 
year if, in his judgment, the public good requires it. 


| 
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XII.—THE PRODUCTION OF INDIA-RUBBER IN 
BRITISH INDIA. 


One of the lesser staples of Indian exports, the trade in which 
suffers to a regrettable extent from inferiority of quality, due for 
the most part to preventible carelessness in collection and 
preparation for the market, is india-rubber from the Ficus 
elastica, This useful substance, says the Calcutta “ Capital,” is 
the subject of one of the “ Hand-Books of Commercial Products,” 
published chiefly with the object of drawing attention to the 
mercantile importance of the rubber tracts of Burmah and Assam. 
From the facts and information collected it seems fairly reason- 
able to conclude that if it were found practicable to induce or 
enforce—according to circumstances—a wider adoption of improved 
methods, more care and attention in the extraction of the caout- 
chouc, and less wanton destructiveness in the tapping of trees, 
the industry might be made much more profitable to those con- 
nected with it, and the value of the trade to the country 
considerably enhanced. 

The quality of Indian caoutchoue, it is believed, is not 
intrinsically inferior to that of other countries, the relatively 
low price it fetches being attributed simply to the impure state 
in which it is placed on the market, the extraneous matter 
consisting of bark, wood, stones, sand, and dirt. At least such 
was the expression of opinion embodied in the annual report by 
the Collector of Sea Customs, Calcutta, while commenting on the 
decline in the export of india-rubber from Bengal in 1887-88. 
But although the foreign trade from that Presidency in the 
succeeding five years fell further by as much as 33 per cent. in’ 
value, shipments from Burmah, on the other hand, more than 
proportionately increased, viz., by 57 per cent. Up to the 
31st October of the current year, we see the total exports from 
British India show a slight excess quantitatively over those in’ 
the corresponding period of the two preceding years, although 
values are recorded as a shade lower. 

With regard to the history of caoutchouc from the Ficus elastica, 
the earliest accounts of it were derived it seems from the late 
Dr. Roxburgh, who identified it in a vessel containing some: 
honey sent him as a present from Sylhet, the rubber being used 
to line the dish. This happened towards the close of 1810; but 
it was not until 1873 that the first commencement of the existing 
Charduar rubber plantation in Assam (which has since been 
regularly extended) was made, with the view of providing for 
future supplies, ‘The commodity is now the most valuable of the 
minor forest products of that province. The trade in Upper 
Burmah was originally brought to the notice of Government in 
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1873, when the monopoly was leased by the old Burmese king 
to certain Chinese firms, as in the case of earth-oil (crude 
petroleum), the people of the country themselves being far too 
indolent and fond of a dolce far niente existence to engage in any 
enterprise of the kind. After the fall of Mandalay, we continued 
the monopoly system up to October 1888, the license being sold 
for a lakh of rupees. The trade was then thrown open, but a 
license duty of 8 annas per viss (3°65 lbs.) was levied at Bhamo. 

Amongst other causes that tend to restrict the production of 
rubber, both in Assam and Burmah, not the least is the difficulty 
attending the propagation of Ficus elastica, which requires a 
considerable amount of care and attention—a condition utterly 
incompatible with the irredeemably lazy habits of the Burman 
and Assamese alike. Again, the operation of tapping appears to 
be for the most part conducted in a highly wasteful manner. 
Thus one writer records, with reference to the industry, “no 
mercy is shown to the trees, all of which (at least those that I 
saw) suffer severely ; many, I was assured, are killed outright.” 
There is little doubt too that, no matter how carefully conducted, 
continuous tapping year after year will prove fatal to the trees. 
As regards tapping in Burmah, the Kachins seem to follow a 
much less prodigal system, having been shrewd enouzh to learn 
the lesson of unlimited extraction. In the amber mines district, 
on the other hand, the reverse is the case, especially near Luban, 
and the easier export routes, where the trees are stated to be 
almost valueless, having been completely exhausted. Still, the 
rubber resources in other parts of these tracts are capable of 
meeting the demand, and, although the distances over which 
supplies have to be transported are yearly stretching out, there 
seems to be no fear of an early failure of the trade. In fact, from 
a recent report by Mr. O’Bryen, Assistant Conservator of Forests, 
on the trade of the Magoung Sub-division of the Bhamo district, 
we learn that, according to what that officer could gather, “the 
“ area worked, so far, is very small compared with the total 
“ available, a3 the rubber tree is said to extend 400 or 500 miles 
“ north of Kamaing, both east and west.” In a further note, 
Mr. O’Bryen states, however, that “the more remote districts 
“are protected purely and simply by their remoteness, and, as 
“ the exploitation is being pushed further and further every year, 
“ these tracts will tend to become exhausted as the demand 
“ increases.” In the amber mines, unfortunately, there are no 
means for enforcing the rules extant in the province, which, if 
acted up to, are capable of affording a fairly adequate measure 
of protection. 

In the Progress Report of Forest Administration in Assam, 
1891-92, mention is made of numerous complaints regarding 
the waning production of the Assam forests in rubber—a decline 
which it was represented was partly owing to the improvidence 
of the workmen employed by contractors and their agents, and 
partly to the unprotected and inaccessibie situation of the rubber- 


producing areas, which enable adjacent hill tribes to illicitly tap 
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the trees and import the rubber into Assam duty free as “ foreign 
produce.” Various suggestions were made as to how best to put 
a stop to this raiding of the i1ubber forest, and finally certain 
rules were issued by the Chief Commissioner of Assam in 
November 1892. These provide, inter alia, for a duty at the 
rate of Rs. 12 per maund on all rubber extracted from trees 
growing on land at the disposal of Government, and leviable 
at the first revenue station. This being the same rate of duty 
imposed in Burma, the temptation to import thence into Assam 
(as foreign production) no longer exists. Certain restrictions 
were also laid down as to the method of tapping, and it was 
provided that that operation should be confined to the months 
of December to March only. Further, the extraction, collection, 
and removal of india-rubber in Assam can only be done now 
under and subject to the conditions of an “ india-rubber collecting 
license,” granted by the local Government, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, the forest officer in charge of a division, or other forest 
officer appointed in this behalf. Again, the purchase of rubber 
is forbidden, save under an “india-rubber purchase license.” 
Heavy fines are inflicted for breach of the various rules, so that 
altogether the poaching for rubber has now probably become a 
game hardly worth the candle. 


86666, C 


418 CUSTOMS DUTIES ON HIDES, SKINS, AND LEATHER. [April 1895. 


XIII.—FOREIGN CUSTOMS DUTIES ON HIDES, 
SKINS, AND LEATHER. 


The following statement, which has been prepared in the Com- 
mercial Department of the Board of Trade, shows the rates of 
Customs duties leviable in the undermentioned countries on hides, 


skins, and leather imported from the United Kingdom—according 
to the most recent information in the possession of the Board of 


Trade 


Tariff Classification. 


Ruvssta. | 


Hides and skins (except furs) of all kinds, 
not dressed : 
Dried and dry salted - Poud 
Wet, salted 

Note. —Clippings of undressed skins - | 
Hides, dressed : 
Small : 

Calf, chamois, and fish skins, fanned, | 
tawed or curried - - - | 

Lacquered - 

Morocco leather, glazed tenther, kid-chin, 
and shagreen ; also all kinds of leather 
with impressed ornaments - - 

Large: 

Ox, cow, horse, or pig skins, tanned, 
tawed, or curried 

Lacquered - 

Note.—Leather shreds pay the same 

duty as the class of leather to which 
they belong. 


SwEDEN. 
Hides and skins: 
Undressed 
Dressed : 


Sole leather - 
Other kinds - 


Norway. 


Hides and skins : 
Undressed, raw, dried, or salted - 


Fr 
Dressed with the hair, other than peliries - - | Kilog. 


Tanned, but not 
leather - 
Other kinds, without the hair 
Note.—-Leather merely cut out, or in 
the form of boot legs or hat linings, is 
not cousidered as manufactures of 
leather. 


Kron. ore. 


ee 
0 35 


0 23 
0 46 


English 
Equivalents. 


‘Tariff Rates 

Rbls. cop. d. 

0°50 | Cw. 0 411 

| , 5 

050; , O41 

11 00 | 

12 00 | Po 518 2 

12 00 - 518 2 

6 00 " 219 1 

6 80 
| Kron. ore. 

-| Kilog. 024 | Cwt. 013 7 

Cwt. 019 9 

» 018 0 

| 
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Tariff Rates English 
of Duty. Kquivalerts, 


Tariff Classification. 


DENMARK. 
Hides and skins : 
Undressed - - 
Dressed : 

Dyed, blacked, varnished, lacquered, | 
or bronzed, gilt, silvered, or embossed, 
shagreen, cordovan, morocco, and 
Russia leather ; parchment and book- | 
binders’ leather - - - | Pund 0 25 | Cwt. 

Other kinds 0 163! 


GERMANY. | 
Hides and skins : | 
Raw (green, salted, limed, or dried), with- } 
out the hair, for making leather ; also Mks. pf.) 
scrap leather - - | Free 
Skins to be prepared for furriers’ work - Free 
Half-dressed sheepskin, tanned, but un- 
dyed - - - - | 100 kilos. 3 00 
Half-dressed goatskin, tanned, but un- 
dyed, and not further prepared - - rm 
Sole leather; Brussels and Denish gare 
leather - 
Driving belts for machinery - 
Cordovan, morocco, and all dyed and 
varnished leather (except Russia leather) 
All other undyed leather, dyed Bassia 
leather, parchment, &c. - - 


Hides and skins, leather, and parchment Free 


BELGIUM. 
Hides and skins : Frs. cts. 
Raw hides - Free 
Skins of ap or goats, tanned with the 
hair * - | 100 kilos. 10 00 
Kid skins towed with the hair -  - 10 00 
Other skins : 
Tanned or curried ~ bo 15 00 
Otherwise prepared, including “varnished 
and lacquered leather, and morocco 
leather - - - - 
Parchment - - - 


FRANCE. 


Hides, raw, green, or dry, large or small : 
Imported directly from the country of 
origin - 
Of European origin, imported otherwise 
than from the country of production - | 100 kilos. 3 00 
Of extra-European origin, Som 
European entrepdts 3 60 
Skins and hides, prepared : 
Simply tanned or tawed: 
Goat, kid, sheep, and lamb skins - 
Other kinds, including smoothed hides 
and skins : 
Whole hides 
Cow hides, squared (“ croupons ”)- - 
Parings and scrapings 


| 
| 
£ s. d. 
Free 
1* 8 8 
0 18 10 
Free 
Free 
Cwt. ©O 1 6} 
0 0 6 
015 38 
1 210 
09 2 
| 
Free 
Cwt. 0 4 0 
0 4 0 
323 
Free 
| Free 
| Cwt. 0 1 2% 
| 1 5} 
010 2 
013 0 
” 
c2 
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Tariff Rates English 
Tariff Classification. of Duty. Equivalents. 
FraNcE—cont. 
Skins and hides, prepared—cont. 
Curried 
Calf-skins, varnished, or ready to be 
varnished, but not prepared in any 
of the ways mentioned in the following Frs. ets. £s. d.. 
paragrap 100 kilos. 25 00 | Cwt. 010 2 
Goat, kid, sheep, and 
whether in natural colour, or dyed, 
or blackened, smoothed, shagreened, 
moroceoed, or 
dull 60 00| ,, 
Cow hides and other large hides, dyed, 
or blackened, smoothed, shagreened, 
chequered, printed, 
ordull - 50 00 ,, a 
Hides squared (“crouponnées”’) for 
fine saddlery, pig skins, whether in 
natural colour, or blackened, browned, 
ordyed - 40 00 016 3 
Sheep skins, whether peopared in Europe 
or not, the raw skins being of trans- 
marine origin, not scraped, dyed, 
dulled, nor ne shoe 
&e. - 45 018 4 
Varnished - 125 00 | ;,, 2 10 10 
Chamois or parchment, dyea or not - 60 00); ,, 
Tawed, dyed - - 60 00 14 
Other, not mentioned, not dyed - - * 40 00] ,, 016 38 
Imitation leather - - - = 25 00 ei 010 2 
PORTUGAL. 
Hides and skins : 
Raw or prepared : Reis. 
Fresh - - - - - | Kilog is) Oo 2112 
Dried - ~ 24 0 5 6 
Tanned, including sole leather - - * 800 | 5 8 8 7 
Curried : 
Varnished and morocco leather - - a 600 | ,, 617 2 
Not otherwise specified - 514 4 
In the rough or pre for the 1 manu- 
facture of hats - - 10/ 5 0 2 3} 
Glove leather (“ pellicas »y, without dis- 
tinction as to colour or finish, and for 
whatever use - - 1,000 11 8 
Refuse and clippings of leather - - 3°, ad val. °/, ad val. 
SPAIN. 
Hides and skins : Pes. cts. 
Untanned, fresh, dried, or salted - - | 100 kilos. 6 00 | Cwt. 0 2 52 
Note-—When untanned hides and skins 
are imported direct from European coun- 
tries, or have been shipped in a European 
port, they pay an additional duty of - > 300; ,, 0 1 23 
Tanned or curried calf 
sole leather Kilog 125 » 2 10 10 
Calf skins, tanned or curried - 250] ,, 


| | 
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Tariff Rates English 
Tariff Classification. of Duty. Equivalents. 
ITALY. 

Hides and skins : Lire cts. a 2.4. 
Raw and scraps’ - - Free Free 
Tanned with the hair - - - | 100 kilos. 60 00 | Cwt. 1 4 5 
Tanned without the hair : 

Simply tanned, that is, as taken from % 

tan pit and unfinished - os 2500) , 010 2 
Finished for sole leather - - - - 45 00| ,, 018 4 

other, including morocco - 9 70 00; ,, 18 & 
Tanned kid and lamb skins - - *” 2000| , 08s 2 
"the leather of which made, wi 
Cut in boot leggings, vamps, &c. a an addition rw: per cent. Je 
As the leather of which made, 
In bands for hate an addition of 50 per cent. 

Hides and skins : 

Raw (green or dried, also salted or lined, Fis. kr. £8. d. 
but not otherwise worked) - Free Free 
Sheep or goat skins, tanned (not tawed nor 

. Sr also split, not dyed - - | 100 kilos. 6 00 | Cwt. 0 6 1 

eather : 


‘Common, not otherwise specified ; cow and 
horse hide, merely blacked, stretched, or 
grained, in whole or half skins - ” 900] , 09 2 

Varnished leather; Russia leather, croco- 
dile, seal, and pig leather, real or imita- 
tion, dyed ; black dyed glove leather - 900| 

Other fine leather, i.e., blackened leather, 
except that named above, glove leather, 
cordovan, morocco, saffian, and all dyed, 
lacquered, and bronzed leather; leather 


with impressed designs; also parchment a 18 00} 5 018 4 : 
Sole leather and waste of sole leather = - ” 1500] 015 38 
SwItTzERLAND. 
Hides, skins, and leather : 
Unmanufactured: Frs. cts. 
Waste of hides or skins - Free Free 
Clippings of leather os: waste of tanned 
skins - 100 kilos. 0 20} Cwt. O 0 1 
or skins, raw, green, salted, or 
dried - 0 60 0 0 8 
Skins, tanned or ‘with hair - 0 4 10} 
Sole leather; leather for and 
leather belting 16 00} 06 6 
Calf leather, brown and blacked - 16 0 6 6 
Other kinds of leather not separately 
mentioned, including Russia leather, 
morocco, chamois, &c.; also tanned 
fish skin - - - 03 8 
GREECE. 
Hides and skins : 
Raw: Drs. lep. 
Dry, salted or not - - - | 1000kes 10 00} Cwt. O 38 2 
Wet, salted or not - 5 00 
Dressed : 


Leather, including sole-leather, in large 
or small pieces» also unvar- 
nished - - 100 00 1 6 
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Tariff Rates English 
Tariff Classification. of Duty. Equivalents. 
GREECE —cont. | 
Hides and skins—cont. | 
Dressed—cont. 
Calf skin and sheep or goat skin, 
coloured or not; Morocco and Russia 
leather; also cowhide, coloured or Drs. lep. | £ 3s d. 
varnished - - - - | 100 okes 250 00 | Cwt 40 0 
All other varnished leather - - i 250 00,» 400 
Calf and kid skin not otherwise men- | 
tioned - - 250 00 | 400 
TURKEY. | 
Hides, skins, and leather of allkinds - - 8 °/, ad val. | °/, ad val 
Burearia. 
Hides, skins, and leather of all kinds - - | 103 °/, ad val. 103 °/, ad val 
Rovmania. 
Hides and skins : Lei. b. | 
Raw, fresh, dried, or salted ~ - | 100 kilos. 3 00 |.Cwt. 0 1 23 
Tanned : | 
Large skins - - ton 8 
Small, except those mentioned below 12000, » 28 9 
Fine ‘leather, such as castor and other 
chamois-dressed skins; kid skins, | 
glazed or bronzed ; glove skins ; calf 
skins, glazed or varnished; Russia 
leather, embossed leather—ail these | 
coloured or not; also dyed Morocco | 
leather, and all other similar cine, | 
dyed, varnished, or - 150 00|_ 3 1 
Parchment and vellum. 150 00 3 10 
Scraps:of leather of all sorts, not exceeding 
5 centimetres in length or breadth - ” 5 00 » O 2 O2 
Unirep Srares. 
Hides and skins, raw or uncured, named 
dry, salted, or pickled - Free Free 
Hide cuttings, raw, with or without hair . Free Free 
Leather and manufactures of : 
Sole-leather - -| 10 val. 10 °/, ad val. 
Bend or belting leather, 
specially provided for - | 10 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 


Calf-skins, tanned, or tanned and dressed, 
dressed upper-leather, including patent, 
enamelled, and japanned leather, dressed 
or undressed, and finished; chamois or 
other skins not ned enumerated or 
provided for - 

Bookbinders’ calf skins, kangsroo, sheep, 
and goat-skins, including lamb and _ 
skins, dressed and finished - 

Skins for morocco, tanned, but enfladshod - - 

Pianoforte leather and pianoforte-action 
leather - - - - 

Leather cut into shoe uppers or vamps, or 
other forms, suitable for conversion into 
manufactured articles - rate 


20 °/. ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
10 of. ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
New Regulations respecting General Statements of Average. 


A communication, dated the 27th March, has been received at 
the Board of Trade. from the Foreign Office, enclosing printed 
translation of new Russian regulations published on January 11th 
(23rd) 1895, giving an extract from instructions to exchange 
brokers, the court broker, notaries, ship-brokers, auctioneers, 
average staters, and experts attached to the exchange of Odessa, 
which instructions were presented by the Minister of Finance to 
the ruling Senate on September 30th (October 12th) 1894, for 
promulgation, and pvblished in the “ Official Gazette” of January 
1ith (23rd) 1895. 

These regulations may be seen on application to the Board of 
Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


Customs Decisions. 
Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Gold rouble = 3s. 2d. 

Sir F. C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters-. 
burg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th February, 
encloses translation of a circular issued by the Imperial Customs 
Department, notifying the classification of and duties to be paid 
on certain articles under the Russian Customs tariff. The follow- 
ing are the changes introduced :— 

Grape syrup, to be cleared under section 24, point 1. Duty, 
R. 8°16 cop. gold per poud, gross. 

Cassell’s oatmeal. Cocoa prepared with cocoa in a powdered 
state (without sugar), with an admixture of oatmeal flour, to be 
cleared under section 24, point 2. Duty, R. 6°60 cop. gold per 
poud, gross. 

Anchovies, marinated in salt, with spice, to be cleared under 
section 37, point 2, Duty, R. 4:25 cop. gold per poud, gross. 

Sachels or courier bags, purses, cigar cases, and other similar 
articles, even of chamois leather, to be cleared under section 57, 
point 5, as note books. Duty, 70 cops. gold per Russian pound. 

Grease boxes for railway cars, imported in parts, of cast iron, 
iron, and brass, to be cleared according to the material of each 
separate part. 

Internal metallic parts of clocks to which the works are fixed, 
to ke cleared under ,section 171, point 6. Duty, 50 cop. gold 
per Russian pound. 

Writing paper with drawings or pictures, including advertise- 
ments, for confectioners, bookbinders, and printers, to be cleared 
under section 177, point 6. Duty, R. 8°75 cop. gold per pound. | 

Cotton yarn, twisted, of variegated colour, on wooden reels, not 
for sewing purposes, but used for tying up wares, to be cleared 


under section 183, point 4, letter b,. Duty, R. 11 gold per poud, 
gross. 


i 
| 
(| 
{ 
| 
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Busts of wax, mounted with common materials, imported as 
_ to be cleared under section 215. Duty from 25 cop. to 

. 1°80 cop. gold per Russian pound. 

Blades for dessert knives and forks, of copper alloys, to be 
cleaned under section 158, point 1. Duty, 13 roubles and 60 cop. 
gold per poud. 

Wooden parts of the keys of pianos to be cleared under 
section 172, point 4. Duty, 10 cop. gold per Russian pound. 

Cotton regs with an admixture of those of wool, to be cleared 
under section 176, point 1, letter 4. Duty, 2 roubles gold per 
poud. 

Decorations for Christmas trees, consisting of gold and silver 
tinsel filigree, or so called “shower,” to be cleared under 
section 215. Duty, 1 rouble and 80 cop. gold per Russian 

und. 

Paper binders to be cleared according to the material of which 
they are made. 

Lustres, brackets, and candelabra, and similar fittings of common 
materials for electric lighting, although fitted with electric wire 
and switches, to be cleared according to material. 

As paper wood-pulp, dutiable under section 177, point 1 (duty, 
35 cop. gold per poud) shall be considered all paper wood-pulp, 
mechanically or chemically prepared, without admixture of other 
materials, and which has not, beyond pressing, been otherwise 
worked; that is to say, not solidified, rolled, and the sheets 
surface-smoothed. 

Artificial flowers, of wax, stearine, or paper, to be cleared 
under section 213. Duty, 2 roubles gold per Russian pound. 

Lamp and candle shades, consisting of wire frames covered 
with various materials, to be cleared under section 215. Duty, 


25 cop, gold per Russian pound. 


Pine apples imported in barrels in a raw state, without any 
sweetening or other substances, and not containing a larger 
quantity of saccharine matter than is afforded by the fruit in a 
ripe condition, are to be cleared under section 6, point 1. Duty, 
60 cops. gold per poud. 


Rates of Customs Duty. 


Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at St. Peters- 
burg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd March, 
reports that according to a decision of the Council of the Empire, 
confirmed by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, and notified 
in the Bulletin of Laws of the 10th (22nd) March, the following 
rates will henceforth be levied by the Customs authorities on all 
o— excepting undressed paving stones brought to and exported 

rom St. Petersburg :— 


I. On clay and earth used for building and manufacturing 
purposes (excepting colouring clays) stones, not precious (excepting 
marble), coals, ore, chalk, gypsum, and wood, } copeck per poud, 


| 
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IT. On timber materials (excepting valuable woods), cereals in 
grain, how, grits, bricks, naphtha products and salt, 4 copeck 

er poud, 

IL. On all other goods, 1 cop. per poud, 

To the Minister of Finance is at the same time reserved the 
faculty of bringing under the category of the goods rated at 
4 and 4 copeck per poud respectively, other goods of low value 
not specified under points I. and II. 

The rates will be levied without verification of weight, and 
only on the quantity specified in bills of lading. 

As regards timber goods the weight of one standard of deala 
will be reckoned at 15 pouds. 


Norway. 
Proposed Tariff Changes. 

Mr. T. Michell, Wer Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th March, submits 
the following statement of changes proposed to be made in the 
Norwegian tariff by the Customs authorities. These changes, 
which are now being discussed by the Storthing, are as follows :— 

1. The Customs Department may remit the import duties on 
articles used in shipbuilding or in works at which ships are built 
and fitted out. 

2. All kinds of extracts from meat, meat powder, meat “ pep- 
tons,” &c. to be included in the duty of 40 dre per kilog. Meat 
powder ceases to be free. 

3. Clothing to be raised in duty by a sum of 100 per cent., 
when the outer stuff i3 subject to a higher duty than the principal 
material, or when clothing, or parts thereof, are furnished with 
embroidery or braid of metal thread or ornamental work which 


pays a higher duty than the principal material, or when a clothing 


of other stuff than silk is supplied with a lining of silk. 

4. The duty on baskets with fittings is to be raised from 30 
dre to 1 kroner. 

5. Parts of medicinal substances to be charged as medicinal 
substances. 

6. Iron carriage springs, railings, and lattices to be free. 

7. Naphtha of petroleum and benzine to be free (now 70 dre 
per kilogram). 

8. The duty on lighting oils being removed, it is proposed that 
oils specially used for motors and as fluid for light are likewise 
exempted. 

9. Salts and acids of every kind, when not dutiable under 
another class in the tariff, to be free. 

10. Wood and wooden goods, implements, and working tools 
for manual labour and for factories, ships’ use, or for agricultural, 
as well as parts thereof, to be free. 

At present only tools used for manual labour are free, » 

11. Velocipedes and parts thereof (not including gutta-percha 
tyres) to pay 1 kroner per kilogram. 
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Increase of Tobacco Duty. 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th February, states 
that the Government had placed before the Storthing a proposal 
to raise the duties on tobacco, but after a short discussion the 
Bill was rejected. 


SWEDEN. 
Tariff Changes. 


Sir S. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th March, transmits 
a list of changes in the Swedish tariff, which have just been 
sanctioned by both Chambers of the Legislature, considerably 
increasing the import duties at present in force on the following 
articles, viz. : corn, rye, wheat, barley, maize, peaz and beans ; 
flour and oatmeal of all kinds, malt and grain, unground, of all 
sorts, not specially mentioned ; rice and flour of rice and arrow- 
root flour ; cenient, copper wire, electric cables, and electric lamps. 
The following is a statement of the new duties :— 


cxshineiee Former Duties. New Duties. 


Cereals :— Kr, Gre. Kr. ore. 

Corn (not ground) rye, 
wheat, barley, maize, . 

peas,and beans -  ~- Per 100 kilos. 1 25 3 70 


Flour and oatmeal of all 
kinds” - - - pa 2 50 6 50 
Malt - - > 1 50 5 0 


Grain (not ground), of all 
sorts, not specially men- 


tioned rd » 1 25 8 70 
Industrial produce :— 
Cement 0 40 0 60 
weight of case weight of case 
included, not included. 


Copper wire and electric cables :— 
Copper and alloys produced 

of copper and zinc, tin, | 

or other base metals, like- 

wise brass, bronze, argen- 

. tan, wrought wire. 

Twisted into ropes or cables 

without insulation -  Perkilo. 0 10 015 

Insulated by other means 

than those mentioned in 


the previous tariff - Per 100 kilos. Free. 10 0 
Electric lamps - - Per kilo. 0 60 1 50 
Victuals :— 

Rice, unshelled, and paddy Per 100 kilos. 1 25 3 70 
Grits of rice and flour of 

rice - 2 50 6 50 
Arrowroot flour 2 50 6 50 


Later despatches have been received from Sir S. ‘St. John in 
which he states that the duties on cereals were to come into force 


| 
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on the 4th April. The Chambers have also decided to raise the 
duties on the importation of bread of all sorts to a similar amount 
as that on flour, namely, 6 kroner 50 dre per 100 kilos., equivalent 
approximately to 7s.3d., and at the same time to grant a bount 
to the amount of 6 dre per kilo. on the export of home-made 
bread. These duties to come into force as soon as the Royal 
Decree has been signed giving effect to them. 


Increase of Duty on Steel Pens. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm reporting that the sanction of 
both Chambers of the Swedish Parliament has been given to an 
increase of the duties on steel pens from 60 Gre to 1 kroner 50 
ére per kilog. These duties have not yet been sanctioned by the 
King, but they will probably come into force on January Ist, 
1 


SWITZERLAND. 
Customs Decisions. 


Note.—Quintal = 220°4 lbs, avoirdupois. Franc = 9,5,d. 

The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs Tariff have recently been given by the Swiss 
Customs Authorities :— 

Sole leather, stamped, not cut. Category 190. Duty, 16 francs 
per quintal. 

« Pictures, statues, window-glasses, being considered as works 
of art and intended for places of public worship are admitted free 
of duty on demand presented before importation at the competent 
Customs office ; those articles which do not present the character 
of works of art pay duties according to material and condition. 

As regards large church windows, those only are admitted free 
of duty which are hand painted and represent figures, &c., but not 
paintings made with open plates, glass mosaics, &c., according to 
Category 398a without monopoly tax. 

Paper funnels (paper filters). Category 481. Duty, 20 francs 
per quintal. 

Buckram (packing cloth strongly gummed) must pay duty 
according to the number of threads and state of manufacture as 
ordinary cloth. 

Blocks of waste leather for curbs, &c. Category 612. Duty, 
1 franc per quintal. 

Leather for razors, with or without cases. Category 714. 
Duty, 30 francs per quintal. 


FRANCE, 


Customs Decisions. 
The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 


the French Customs tariff has recently been given by the French 
Customs authorities :— 
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The admission of liquid insecticide is prohibited, being a secret 
remedy, the composition of which is not indicated. 

Mica of iron, being adapted for purposes of bronzing, is dutiable 
at 5 per cent. ad val. as colours not distinguished. 

Paste consisting of exotic fecula, made up with a slightly alkaline 
solution, is dutiable as exotic fecula and their derivatives. 

Tramway wheels of cast iron, neither turned nor polished, must 
be classified as machine castings. 


Guarantees applicable to Foreigners in Commercial Matters. 


The French “Journal Officiel” for the 6th March, publishes 
the text of a decree of the French President, modifying article 16 
of the civil code as follows :— mrs? 

“ In all cases in dispute a foreigner who is engaged in a case 
as principal or agent will be required to give eecurity for the 
payment of expenses and damages resulting from process, unless 
he possesses in France landed property of a sufficient value to 
assure this payment. 


BELGIUM. 


Fiscal Changes. 


Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th March, forwards a 
copy of the Government Bill for the exemption of signal dues, the 
imposition of a duty on margarine, and the readjustment of the 
Customs tariff. 

In the “Exposé de motifs” it is pointed out that although 
certain industries have already profited by the reduction of railway 
rates, &c., satisfaction remains to be accorded to maritime 
commerce and to those interests which look for come protection. 
Moreover Custom-house legislation requires reform through the 
reduction of certain duties and the imposition of others, and 
through the redress of certain anomalies. Then follows an 
apology for the imposition of protective duties. Distinction, it is 
observed, must be made between the case where a duty is levied 
on an article which the country can produce in sufficient 
quantities for its own consumption, and the case where it is 
applied to a product of which there is a scarcity in the country. 
In the former the home production develops under the influence 
of the duty imposed and internal competition takes the place or is 
the complement of international competition. ‘This, the Bill 
declares, may be called a democratic conception of protection, as 
it results ina greater amount of national labour and of wages paid, 
without appreciably affecting the consumer. In the second case, 
the duty is added to the price of the commodity and its home 
production is unfavourably influenced, while its place in foreign 
markets is less easily retained. Blind indeed would be a policy 
which fettered the exportation of a country like Belgium which 
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consumes only one half of its metals, one twentieth of its glass 
products, and one third of its flax. By this Bill agriculture is to 
profit by the application of a Customs arrangement on the fore- 
going basis. 

Then follow the reasons for the “ abolition of light dues,” which, 
however, is only to take place on the condition that the communes 
governing the harbours make corresponding concessions in their 
local taxes. 

Certain pages are devoted to the new legislation respecting the 
importation and exportation of margarine and the importation of 
flour, malt, &¢. In order to ensure butter against unfair com- 
petition, measures will be taken to facilitate the detection of 
artificial produce fraudulently sold as butter. Margarine, how- 
ever, being in greater demand every year, and containing nothing 
injurious to health, its manufacture must not be interfered with, 
but must be encouraged, both for home consumption and for 
exportation. A Customs duty, therefore, of 20 frs. and an excise 
duty of 5 frs. per 100 kilos. will be imposed, the latter offering 
facilities besides for the examination from a hygienic point of 
view of home-made margarine. To encourage, moreover, its 
home manufacture, all the elementary materials required for 
— except milk, are to be allowed into the country free of 

uty. 

The statistics of imported artificial butter in England since 
1885 are given, as against those of natural butter, to prove that 
the latter does not suffer from competition with margarine. 
Besides this, the manufacture of margarine will, it is declared give 
a fillip to that of oleo- margarine and other substances used in its 
preparation, while the new Customs duties on butter and milk 
(other than that used for margarine) will greatly aid agriculture 
by necessitating an increase in milk-giving cattle. Itis estimated 
that the duty on foreign butter will yield 400,000 frs., and that 
on margarine 650,000 frs. 

A duty of 1 fr. 50 cts. on foreign flour will protect Belgian 
millers and aid agriculture, without causing an increase in the 
price of bread, and will produce 330,000 frs. A like Customs 
duty on malt will have no more injurious effect and will yield 
75,000 frs. A Customs duty of 4 frs. per 100 kilogs. on Italian 
paste will give the Treasury 36,000 frs., while a duty of 30 frs. 
per 100 on killed fowls, of 60. frs. on “p&té de foie gras” and 

reserved meats should produce rather less than 55,000 frs. 
Pssenel vegetables will undergo a duty of 10 frs., and fresh and 
dry fruit one of 10 per cent. ad valorem, which is calculated to 
yield 45,000 frs. Foreign leaven and yeast will be taxed at the 
rate of 10 frs. per 100 kilogs. 

A readjustment of the Customs duties on all kinds of wood is 
estimated to cause a loss to the Treasury of 300,000 frs. A duty 
of 10 per cent. ad valorem will be reimposed on casks, which 
will bring in 40,000 fre. Cocoa nibs, parings, and butter will 
henceforth, for hygienic reasons, be admitted duty free, which 
will effect a loss of 145,000 frs., while a slight gain will result 


q 
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from a revision of the duties on biscuits. An increase from 200 
to 500 frs. per 100 kilos. on saffron, and from 200 to 300 fre. per 
100 kilos. on truffles, will produce 16,500 frs. A reduction in the 
duties on cotton will cost the Treasury 100,000 frs. and that on 
worsted 75,000 frs., but this last amount will be regained by an 
increase in the duties on thread for retail trade. Four hundred 
thousand frs. is the estimated gain from increased duties on 
clothes, and this reform is also expected to improve the condition 
of needleworkers, and to give better employment to women. 
Musical instruments will be taxed higher by 4 per cent. of their 
value, which will yield about 49,000 frs., while from increased 
duties on fancy leather goods, haberdashery, ironmongery, and 
perfumery it is estimated that 500,000 frs. will result. 

As regards iron, the duties on cast iron, puddled bars, and 
smelted steel will be raised, but those on old iron lowered, and 
the loss to the Treasury resulting from those changes is computed 
at 120,000 frs. From an increase in the duties on watches 
50,000 firs. is expected to result, but some 26,000 frs. will be lost 
through the abolition of all duties on unworked goat and sheep 
skins which arrive in Belgium from India through England. The 
reimposition of the old duty on slates will yield 70,000 frs. and no 
material loss wili result from the reduction in that on whalebones, 
wooden bobbins, and trimmings for artificial flowers. Two hundred 
thousand frs. is expected to result from a new duty on typo- 
graphical materials and half that sum from an increased duty on 


soap. 

aa embroideries are to be taxed at the rate of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem, and by means of a readjustment of the duties 
on cotton textures, cotton velvet, &c., an increase to the 
Treasury of 300,000 frs. is hoped for; besides which increased 
duties on carpets, curtains, shawls, &c., are expected to produce 
some 325,000 frs. Silk textures will likewise pay heavier 
Customs duties—lace, however, remaining untaxed—and a gain of 
758,000 frs. is looked for from this, while 10,000 frs. will result 
from an increased duty on oilcloths. Owing to the fact that the 
full duties on mixed textures have been hitherto evaded, the Bill 
defines as mixed those stuffs which contain more than 5 per cent. 
of materials other than the principal one in its composition. 

Reference is made to the precautions which the Govern- 
ment propose to take with a view to preventing all danger 
to the public health from abuses in the importation of food 
provisions for men and animals. 

Finally, a table is given* showing the Customs duties on all 
articles affected by the new proposals, both as they stand at 
present, and as they will stand when the Bill becomes law. 


* Owing to pressure on the space at our disposal in the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” the publication of the table referred to above will be 
deferred until the May issue. 
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BELGIUM AND BULGARIA. 
Commercial Arrangement. 


Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th March, forwards 
an extract from the “ Moniteur Belge” of January 15th last, 
announcing that in virtue of a commercial arrangement concluded 
between Belgium and Bulgaria, which came into force on the Ist 
(13th) January, Belgian goods imported into Bulgaria will pay 
an entrance duty of 104 per cent. ad valorem. The arrange- 
ment, which is based upon reciprocal most favoured nation treat- 
ment, is to remain in force for a period of two years. 


SPAIN. 


Suspension of the Export Duty on Lead and Silver Lead. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th March, 
transmits a copy and translation of a royal decree which has 
appeared in the “ Official Gazette ” suspending from April Ist the 
export duties on lead and silver lead, and reducing certain taxes 
imposed by law on the mining industry. The decree provides as 
follows :— 

Art. 1. That the export duties on lead and?silver lead be sus- 

ended from the Ist of April next to the end of the current 
year. 

Art. 2. That the duty on blasting powder and mining explo- 
sives, created by article 49 of the law of the 5th of August 1893 
be reduced during the same period to the following :—10 centimes 
on each kilogramme of ordinary mining gunpowder, 30 centimes 
on each kilogramme of all classes of explosive mixtures. 


New Corn Duties. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th March, forwards 
a translation of a royal order of the 28th February, according to 
which the following regulations have been issued to prevent the 
fraudulent importation of wheat into the Peninsula, and with a 
view to study the actual condition of the trade and of the home 
production of wheat :— 

1. Permanent boards to be created in the capitals of the 
maritime provinces to superintend and control the passage of 
wheat through the Custom-house. 

2. Similar boards to be created in Customs ports which are not 
provincial capitals. 

3. Representatives of chambers of commerce and agricultural 
syndicates may be appointed to sit on these boards. 

4, “The captain of every ship having on board a cargo of 
wheat destined for the Peninsula and Balearic Islands must take 
to the Spanish Consul at the port of departure a copy of the 
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contract of affreightment and a sworn declaration stating that 
he has not a larger quantity of wheat on board than that stated 
in his papers. If this requisite be not complied with, the Consul 
shall not visé the manifest, which must tally with the contract. 
In case there is no contract, the captain must declare that cir- 
cumstance, and present in its place the bills ot lading for the 
whole cargo. The Consul shall immediately send a copy of the 
documents in question, and the sworn declaration, registered, to 
the Office of the Director-General of Customs.” 

5. “© The chief Customs officer must announce the arrival of a 
ship with cargo of wheat of foreign origin to the provincial 
governor or, in his absence, to the mayor, in order that arrange- 
ments may be made for its passing through the Custom-house. 

“ Before the unloading begins, the ‘ chief Customs officer’ shall 
request the Governor of the port (commandante de marina) to 
appoint an expert to examine the vessel, and after inspection to 
report whether the cargo on board corresponds with that declared 
in the manifest ; if such be not the case, the Customs officer ought 
to suspend clearance until the head of the Department appoints an 
official to superintend the work of unloading and weighing.” 

6. A statement to be published every month, showing— 

(a.) The cargoes of wheat as they appear in the manifest viséd 
by the consuls. 

(b.) Those arriving in Spanish ports. 

(c.) The amount of duties paid. 

7. Appointment of Seiior Don Juan Sitges to proceed on a 
commission to Marseilles, Genoa, the ports of the Black Sea, and, 
if necessary, Malta, to ascertain if the amount of wheat imported 
into Spain during the last two years corresponds with the figures 
for exportation in those parte. 

8. Seiior Sitges is to study, in Marseilles and Genoa, the 
practical working of the machinery for the landing, weighing, &c. 
of wheat, and the method of imposing duties, and the Customs 
regulations observed at Marseilles. 

9. After the conclusion of his inquiries abroad, Sejior Sitges is 
to make a detailed study of the wheat trade in the Peninsula. 

10. Report to be presented by September next. 

11. Application to be made to the Governments of the various 
countries which Sefior Sitges is about to visit, that all necessary 
facilities may be afforded to him. 

12. The provincial agricultural engineers are to be instructed, 
through the Ministry of Fomento, to send in reports by September 
next on the production of wheat in Spain from 1890-94, inclu- 
sive, and the progress made during the present year. 

12. The Ministry of the colonies to furnish information with 
regard to the trade in flour of Cuba and Puerto Rico during 
1893-94. 

14. Necessary modifications to be made in the personnel and 
plant of the principal Custom-houses. 
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Spain.—Cusa. 
Tariff Changes. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Madrid, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th March, 
transmits copy and translation of a royal decree which has been 
published in the “Official Gazette,” containing amended regula- 
tions respecting the levying of certain taxes in Cuba. This decree 
provides as follows :— 

Article 1. The industrial tax on the sugar manufactured in 
Cuba, created by the law of the 30th June 1892, and modified by 
Article 13 of that of the 6th of August 1893, is suppressed. 

Article 2. The freight duty (derecho de carga) on all classes of 
sugar and molasses of the island is reduced 25 per cent. 

Article 3. A tax of 1 per cent. is established on all payments 
realised which form a charge on the credits included in the 
estimates of the State, the provincial depntations, the municipali- 
ties, and the port works. 

The following are exempted from this tax:—the payments of 
the debt, specially excepted by the law creating it and its 
amortization, those in connection with contracts celebrated pre- 
vious to this law, the possessions of members of the army, navy, 
volunteers, and fire brigade, and the wages of workmen employed 
by Government. 

Article 4. A transitory tax of 10 per cent. is established on. 
articles of food and drink and fuel, with the exception of wine, 
natural cider, chocolate, edible preserves, and tinned food of 
Spanish production and origin. 

Article 5. The transitory tax of 10 per cent. on all other articles 
is raised to 15 per cent. 


PORTUGAL. 
Proposed Tariff Changes. 

Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th January, encloses a 
report which has been drawn up by Mr. Conway Thornton = 
the finances of Portugal during the current financial year. ‘The 


following changes are proposed to be made in the Customs 
tariff :— 


Present Duty.| Future Duty. 
Articles. 
Per Kilo. Per Kilo. 
2...¢ 
Sponges - - - 01 
Wool :— 
Black, not cleansed - of @ 0 0 
»  Cleansed - - - 00323 
Carded, undyed - - - - 15 at 0 13 
” dyed - - {o 4 }o 0 5} 


86666. D 
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| 
| Present Duty. | Future Duty. 
Articles. 
Per Kilo. Per Kilo. 
Skins or varnished, plain or| £ s. d. 2. 
grained 0 2 2 0.1.9 
Skins with hair in the rough, or with only 
the preparation necessary for their preservation- | 0 5 3} 0 2 23 
Barks for tanning, in bulk or ground = - - }o 0 Of 
Oils, of sesamum, or pistachio nut, or others which 
may be employed t to imitate ‘those used for food- | 0 0 + | 0 1 03 
Oils, volatile, not ified - - - - 0 
Cotton-seed epee - - Nil. 00 1 
Cement and plaster of Paris - = -| 0 0 0% 0 0 0% 
Clay, pozzolana - - - 0 0 Of 0 0 of 
Quicksilver - - - - -| 0 0 OF 0 0 
Salts of quinine = - " - 0 sii 115 7 
Composition for printers rollers - - -| 0 0 10} 00 5 
Lamp and bone-black (gross weight) 0 0 
Worsted : 
Not specified, bleached or unbleached - -| 0 2 8 0 2 5 
is dyed or printed -| 0 4 2 040 
Woollen trimmings, galloons- - © © 6 8 0.5 3} 
rs tulle, canons, &e. - -| 0 8 0 06 8 
“Eee and neck-kerchiefs - - -| 0 4 5 03 9 
Trimmings, galloons 0 5 3} 0 4 5 
Woven fabrics, damasks andl such like, unspecified, 
dyed or printed - 0 3 63 0 2 103 
Thread, for canvas, up to No. 12, of linen ‘woe: hemp, 
alone or mixed with other ified v 00 } 0 0 of 
fibres, dry spun, écru, orj/f0 0 2 
Yarn, of jute or other Bre not specified, 0 0} bo 0 Oo} 
unbleached, bleached, éeru, or dyed -— - 0 0 of 
Hemp sacking and canvas not epee’ _ -| 0 0 8 0 0 9 
Muslins and cambrics 040 4 5 
Canvas and sailcloth for vessels ~ 0 0 103 0 0 5 
Yarn, of wool, silk, cotton, or linen thread, mixed 
with metals other than gold or silver - 03 4 02 8 
Rice 0 0 2 0 
Cocoa, nibs, pa husks - - 00 2 0 Oo 4 
Molasses and similar products - 0 O 8 00 15 
Cod-fish, all kinds -| 0 0 0 0 2 
lad -| 0 01 0 0 
Butter :— 
Pure - - o1 4 
Imitation - - - - - 01°69 
Cheese. - - - - - 4 
Copper apparatus for ss and for concen- 
trating in vacuo - © 0 0 0 3% 
Mowing, reaping, and threshing machines, steam 
ploughs, wire and wire netting for fences - -| 0 0 0} 0 0 08 
Photographic sensitised plates (packages included) | 0 0 5} 0 0 3 
in parts 0 8iil 0 4 5 
Stationery, articles ‘for drawing and painting un- 
(excepting those of gold -| 0 2 2B 
Barrels for firearms - - -| 0 2 8 014 
Wood :— 
In. articles of furniture or other objects (small 
articles for ornamentation excepted), plain, 
turned, carved, veneered, polished or varnished, 
upholstered (those covered with esther or 
silken material excepted) -|/ 0 2 8 0 2 23 
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Present Duty. Future Duty. 
Articles. 
Per Kilo. Per Kilo. 
23. 2s. a. 
Wood—cont. 
In articles of furniture, &c., lacquered, gilded, |’) 

inlaid with marqueterie ‘work, with metal 

mountings, &c., upholstered..in leather or,;{0 6 8 } 

silken material, small articles for ornamenta- |{0 8 11 ad val. 50 °/ 

tion, and all furniture unepecified, that made 

of metal exce 

Straw, plaited, plain fancy, or imitations thereof, 

for hats - 02 2 0 
Plumbago crucibles - if 0 of 
in manufactures, not otherwise specified - - | 20 °/, ad val. | 10 °/; ad val 

8 : 

Tubes up to 15 millimetres diameter. - 0 0 1} 15 °/, ad val 
In polished sheets, not silvered (per square 

metre) 010 8 
In polished silverea (per square metre) -| 018-4 0 9:92 
In sheets, unpolished, and all other glass manu- 

Cutlery, - -|08 4 02 104 
Not otherwise mentioned - 2 8 
wire, rope, and - 0 0 

-| 0 2 8 
Copper, pure tubes - -f oo 
ron: 
Wrought or rolled, tinned, coppered, galvanised, 

&c., in manufactures not otherwise specified - | 0 3 6} os 
Forged or rolied, in manufactures not otherwise 

specified, painted, polished or turned, gilt, | at ait “iad 

silvered, varnished, or enamelled -| 028 019 

Shovels, iron or steel, ouitable for industrial or 0 0-8 
accessories of all hinds 0 0 
Cardboard, cut for visiting, Se. cards of any 
quality, for photographs, ~ 0.0 63 
Books, blank, bound or stitched - als; 04 5 9 210 
ordinary, king, containi 
&e., unfinished, thot hot-pressed either surface | 0 0 0;:50 
Sticks, complete, for umbrellas, &c., and walking- ‘loa 4 
sticks not otherwise specified, with or _mithout 0 2 9} bo 1 9 
swords - wa 
Of se glass, not exceeding 1,200 cts., 

square, included metals 

excepted) 4 0 0 8 
Not’ specified; frames included (precious metals 

excepted), per square metre - 0138 4 010 8 

Artificial flowers : 

Feathers, &c. (per kilo.) - - - «1 8 6 8 24 5 
Unspecified, parts for making - . - | 80°, adval.! 0 4 5 
Fireworks - 0 0 33 

Fans, &c., not ornamented with the precious 
metals - 0 0 3 4 
Powder in cattridges, projectiles included - 0 2 01 9 
D2 
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TARIFF FOR EXPORTATION. 


Articles. Present Duty. | Future Duty. 


2 5. 

Vinegar - (per decalitre) | 0 0 
Articles of merchandise, not herein specified - - | 1} °/, ad val. 
Artistic, historical, or archeological objects of 
national origin - - . - - | 80°/, ad val. | 20 °/, ad val. 


—(No. 1497, Foreign Office, Annual Series). 


Iraty. 
Errors in Bills of Lading and Manifests of Cargo. 

Sir D. E. Colnaghi, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Florence, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th January, 
transmits the annual reports of the Vice-Consuls at Venice and 
Ancona. The Vice Consul at Venice, in his report, has the 
following paragraph on the subject of errors in bills of lading and 
manifests of cargo :— 

Cases not unfrequently arise of heavy fines being imposed on 
British vessels by the local Customs authorities on account of 
error in bills of lading or manifests of cargo, and therefore the 
greatest attention should be paid to the drawing up of such 

pers, and the accurate shipping of the goods therein mentioned. 
The proper mode of proceeding when a shipmaster finds himself 
in this difficulty, and the good faith of the case can be proved, is 
for him not to pay the amount demanded, but to deposit the 
money into the hands of the Customs authorities (“ Direzione della 
Regia Dogana”) under protest, namely, by requesting that a 
“ procés verbal,” containing all the circumstances of the case, 
should be drawn up and signed after approval by both the 
parties. A petition, written in the Italian language, on a sheet 
of stamped paper, should then be forwarded, under the signature 
of the master, to the Minister of Finance in Rome, praying for 
a remission or a reduction of the fine. The master should then 
send a copy of the petition to his owners, who may forward it 
to Her Majesty’s Embassy, either direct or through the Foreign 
Office, wit]: a request that it might be supported. The Consulate 
has no power to procure any redress for the master on the spot, 
as the Jocal authorities invariably state, in answer to any repre- 
sentations addressed to them, that the fine was levied in accord- 
ance with the prescriptions of the law, that they have no authority 
to depart from them, and that the case is to be decided by the 
Government in Rome. 


Cyprus. 
Prohibition of the Importation of Rags. 
An order of the High Commissioner of Cyprus is published in 
the “Cyprus Gazette” for the 22nd February, providing as 
follows :— 
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1. The importation into any port or place of the Island of 
Cyprus other than the port of Larnaca, of rags and old clothing, 
shall be prohibited. 

2. The importation into the port of Larnaca of rags and old 
clothing shall be prohibited in any case in which the chief medical 
officer or any officer acting for or delegated by him shall certify 
that the importation of the said rags or old clothing is likely to be 
injurious to the public health. 


UNITED States. 
Bonds executed by Firms. 

The following notice to officers of the Customs in regard to 
bonds executed by firms was issued from the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington on the 11th February last :— 

Your attention is called to the provision in section 70, Act of 
28th August 1894, amending the Act of 20:h June 1876, 
entitled “An Act relating to the execution of Custom-house 
bonds,” by the insertiun, after the words “imported into the 
United States by such firm or partnership,” the words “ or for 
any other purpose connected with the general transaction of 
business at any Custom-house.” 

The Act, as amended, reads as follows, viz. :— 

“When any bond is required by law to be executed by any 
firm or partnership for the payment of duties upon goods, wares, 
or merchandise imported into the United States by such firm or 
partnership, or for any other purpose connected with the general 
transaction of business at any Custom-house, the execution of such 
bond by any member of such firm or partnership, in the name of 
said firm or partnership shall bind the other members or partners 
thereof, in like manner and to the same extent, as if such other 
members or partners had personally executed the same. Any 
action or suit may be instituted on such bond against all the 
members or partners of such firm, as if all of the members or 
partners had executed the same,” 

Department’s regulations and instructions relative to matters 
affected by the above Act are hereby modified so as to conform 
to the same as amended. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities 
in that country :— 

Cotton braid, known as “ seam binding,” is assessed as cotton 
trimming at 60 per cent. ad valorem unier paragraph 373 of the 
Act of Ist October 1890. 

“ Oil colours in tubes, flake white,” are dutiable at 25 per cents 
under paragraph 48, Act of 28th August 1894. 

Cotton cloth with one edye or border turned over and hem- 
stitched, and having near the hemstitch two silk stripes running 
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from end to end of the fabric, and next to these lines of openwork 
produced by drawn threads, followed by two more silk stripes 
similar to the first, the distance from the outer edge of the hem 
to the inner silk stripe being about 12 inches. 

The said being composed of cotton and silk, cotton chief 
value, and the hemstitching and drawn work having been done 
after the finished cloth left the loom, is dutiable as a manufacture 
of cotton, not otherwise provided for, under paragraph 355, at 
40 = cent, ad valorem, 


actophenin is dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem as a coal-tar 
preparation under paragraph 19. 

Horse hair, cleaned, cut: into lengths of 2} feet, knotted, and 
coated with wax at one end, invoiced as “violin bow hair,” and 
forming a part of an importation of musical instruments and parts 
of musical instruments, is entitled to free entry as horse hair, 
cleaned, under paragraph 504. 

Germol, a chemi compound and liquid disinfectant, is 
dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 60 of the 
Act of 28th August 1894. 

Sodium benzoate, made from artificial or coal-tar, benzoic acid, 
and soda, is exempt from duty under paragraph 443, Act of 
28th August 1894. 

Statuettes, vases, and other articles composed of metal, con- 
sisting of ornaments for tops of clocks and completed articles 
comprising portions of clock sets are dutiable at 35 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 177. , 

Round iron wire under No. 16 wire gauge, in coils, valued 
above 4 cents a pound, is dutiable at 40 per cent. under para- 
graph 124, Act of 28th August 1894. 

Molded flint-glass stoppers elaborately cut, the cutting not 
ee oe to fit the stoppers more closely to the bottles for 
which they are intended, but for decorative purposes, are dutiable 
as tee of glass, cut, at 40 per cent. ad valorem under para- 
graph 90. 

edar logs or posts, valued at 7 cents each, having undergone 
no process of manufacture other than peeling the bark therefrom 
and sawing them into lengths of about 8 feet each, are entitled 
to free entry under paragraph 672 of the free list. 

Fresh mackerel packed in ice, salt-water fish, are dutiable at 
one-half cent. per pound under paragraph 210, Act of 28th August 
1894, as salt water fish packed in ice. 


MEXIco. 
Tariff Changes, 


Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th February, encloses 
copy and translation of a decree which has recently been published 
in the official organ of the Government, introducing the following 
changes in the Mexican tariff ;— | me oe 


4 
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Art. 1, The present tariff of the General Ordinance for mari- 
time and frontier Custom-houses is amended and added to in the 
section and in the manner set down below: 


— Present Rate. New Rate. 


hackled - - 
Section 233. Sacks made of cloth of jute, 
pita, ixtle, henequen, or hemp of not more 
than 12 threads per square of 5 millimetres 
per side, gross kilo. - : "4 
Section 336. Articles of tin plate and iron, 
tinned, or nickel plated, wholly or in part, 
whatever may be their weight, legal kilo. - 25 cents 


Section 336 A. Articles of iron or steel, 12 a 


Section 128 A. Jute, unmanufactured or } rh bee legal | 80 cents per 100 
ilo. 


kilos. gross. 


3 cents 


enamelled wholly or in part, whatever may percents 
be their weight, legal kilo. - - 10 kilos., 1 SanT 
Section 336 B. Articles of iron or steel, not 
specified, when the weight of each article 
does not exceed 10 kilos., per legal kilo. - 15 cents Unchanged. 
Section 508. Coarse fabrics of jute, pita, 
ixtle, henequen, or hemp, white, brown, or 
coloured, of whatever texture, containing 
not more than 32 threads in a square of 
2 centimetres to the side - - - 
Section 508 A. Fabrics of jute, pita, ixtle, 
henequen, or hemp, white, brown, or 
coloured, of smooth texture, not comprised 
in the foregoing section, and containing not 
more than 12 threads in a square of 
5 millimetres to the side, per square metre 13 cents Unchanged. 
Section 508 B. Fabrics of linen or other like , 
fibres, not specified in sections 508 and 
508 A, white, brown, or coloured, of smooth 
texture, containing not more than 12 
threads in a square of 5 millimetres to the 
side, per square metre - - ~ 13 cents Unchanged. 


13 cents per | 6 cents per gross 
sq. metre. kilo. 


Art. 2, To the explanatory notes of the tariff the following are 
to be added, relating to section 508 -— 


Note No. 310. The fabrics to which section 508 refers shall pay 
the rate which said section provides, even when they may have 
some threads of cotton in the shape of borders or trimming. All 
other fabrics of those fibres, which may not be clearly included in 
the above-meniioned section or in this note, shall be charged in 
accordance with sections 508 A, 508 B, and 509 to 515 of the 
tariff, as the case may be. 

Art. 3, The provisions of explanatory note No. 294, amended 
by decree of 22nd February 1893, that cases for scissors, toilet 
articles, &c., or ladies’ work-cases, when they contain articles of 
gold, silver, or platinum, shall incur separately the duties corre- 
sponding to the cases and their contents, shall be equally applicable 
to cases containing the articles, &c., referred to in section 856 of 
the present tariff, 7 

Art, 4, The new duty on unmanufactured or hackled jute fixed 
by the present decree shall be collected from the Ist of July next ; 
the importations of those goods that may be made from to-day 
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_ the 30th June next, inclusive, being entirely exempt from 
uty. 


Ecvuapor. 
Changes in the Customs Law. 


Mr. C. C. Mallet, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’A ffaires at Quito, in 
a report to the wie. Office, transmits copy and translation of a 
decree passed by the Equatorian Congress of 1894, which modifies 
the Customs law of the Republic and was to take effect on the 
Ist January last. The following are the principal changes 
therein :— 

Reduction of Duties.—Small boats have been transferred from 
Class 3 of the tariff (1 cent per kilogram) to the free list. 

Ploughs, ploughshares, picks, hoes, rakes, weedhooks, and 
mattocks from Class 4 (2 cents per kilogram) to Class 3 (1 cent 
per kilogram). 

Unrefined saltpetre for manures, from Class 5 (5 cents per 
kilogram) to the free list. 

Mineral waters and fountains of marble, iron, or other materials 
from Class 5 (5 cents per kilogram) to Class 3 (1 cent per 
kilogram). 

Cardboard, ordinary or glazed for binding purposes, from 
Class 5 (5 cents per kilogram) to Class 4 (2 cents per kilogram.) 

Hams, from Class 7 (50 cents per kilogram) to Class 5 (5 cents 
per kilogram). 

Beads of glass, china, or metal, from Class 8 (1 sucre per 
kilogram) to Class 7 (50 cents per kilogram). 

Albums, pocket books, cigar cases, and games not expressly 
mentioned, from Class 9 (1 sucre and 50 cents per kilogram) to 
Class 8 (1 sucre per kilogram). 

Cartridge shells, playing cards and purses, from Class 10 
(2 sucres per kilogram) to Class 7 (50 cents per kilogram). 

Shot, instead of 2 sucres per kilogram, will now pay according 
to Art. 64 of the old tariff, 25 cents per kilogram. 

Increase of Duties——Starch of all kinds and harnesses for 
carts have been transferred from Class 5 (5 cents per kilogram) 
to Class 6 (10 cents per kilogram). 


Tariff Changes. 


Mr. A. St. John, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lima, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 24th January forwards 
acopy and translation of a decree issued by the Peruvian Govern- 
ment on the 9th January relating to export and import duties 
leviable in Peru. This decree provides as follows :— 

Art. 1. From and after the Ist of February 1895 the subjoined 
tariff, which was formed for the term of two years from 1895-96, 
shall be in force in all the Custom houses of Peru and it shall 

-be in force in the river Custom house of Inquitos and its 
dependencies from and after the first of April of the same year. 
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Art. 2. The following are free of import duties :— 

1. Gold and silver coined or in the mass. 

2. Nitrate and other manures for agricultural purposes. 

3. — matter, paper for newspapers which is not 
glazed. 

4, Luggage landed with passengers to whom it belongs 
within the limits prescribed by Arts. 122 and 123 of 
the commercial code. 

5, Any object which may be imported for the purposes of 
religion or which may be consigned to [a specified 
community or church. 

6. Ammunition for the use of rifle clubs. 

7, Any article which may be required for industrial enter- 
prises under contracts entered into with the Govern- 
ment and with the restrictions imposed by the 
Government Decrees of 27th May 1887 and 9th No- 
vember 1891. 

8, Any trade or artistic implements which artists or 
scientific pereons may bring with them as appertaining 
to their art or profession. 

¥. The tools and personal effects which immigrants may 
bring with them on arriving in the country with the 
object of settling in it. The despatch of such goods 
through the Custom house being made by a previous 
order of the government. 

10, All parcels or samples which may be sent through the 
post office of foreign countries or through pursers of 
steamers, provided that the gross weight of such 
packets does not exceed 250 grammes. 

11. Furniture and personal effects belonging to diplomatic 
agents residing in Peru, to Peruvian ministers 
accredited to other countries returning from their 
posts, and to those accredited to other nations who 
may pass through Peruvian territory. 

12. Fire engines with their respective cars with hose and 
nozzles used by fire brigades, provided that they be 
imported for regularly organised fire brigades duly 
recognised by the municipal authorities. 

13. Every article destined to the use of the Friars’, hospitals, 
orphans’ homes which are dependent on the bene- 
volent societies recognised by the Government. 

14. All empty iron vessels which may be imported from 
foreign ports for the exportation of oil. 

15. Every article which may be imported for account of the 
Government, after obtaining a Governmental order 
for its despatch. 


Art. 3. All other articles shall pay specific import duties, with 
the exception of those the appraisement of which is under the 
rovisions of the tariff, left to the discretion of the surveyor. 
hese articles shall pay the ad valorem duty imposed by the 
respective section of the tariff in such cases. 
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Art. 4. Any merchandise not specified in the tariff shall be 
valued in conformity to Arts. 43 and 128 of the Commercial 
Regulations amended by the law of 12th August 1869, and shall 
pay an ad valorem duty of 40 per cent., notice thereof being given 
to the Government with a view to such merchandise being 
included in the tariff, and a specific duty assigned to it in the future. 
: Art. 5. The following are the only articles subject to export 

uties :— 

Cotton of whatever kind, one tenth of a cent per kilogram. 
India-rubber, 5 cents per kilo. 

Hides of all kinds, one tenth of a cent per kilo. 

Coca leaves, one cent per kilo. 

Fine india-rubber, 8 cents per kilo. 

Alpaca and Vicuiia wool, 2 cents per kilo. 

Sheep’s and llama wool, four tenths of a cent. per kilo. 
White straw hats, one sol per dozen. 
rt. 6. Only 50 per cent., or one-half of the import duties 
fixed by the General Customs Tariff shall be levied at the Inquitos 
Custom-house and its dependencies. 

Art. 7. The duty on playing cards, established by the law of 
26th October 1888, is abolished, as also the export duty of 3 per 
cent. on gold and silver bars which was established by the law of 

he 16th of January 1871. 

Art. 8. In this decree are embodied the tariff laws of 
4th November 1886, 27th September, and 31st December 1888, 
the first and second clauses of Article 2 of the law of 4th Novem- 
ber 1887, concerning the collection of contributions in the 
Department of Sorete; the decree of the 30th of October last, 
which imposed an ad valorem duty of 8 per cent. on certain 
merchandise, and all other decrees opposed to the present one are 
hereby repealed. 

Art. 9. The Minister of Finance will lay this decree before 
the next legislature, and is charged with its execution, causing it 
to be published and transmitted. 

Anchorage Dues at Callao. 

Mr. A. St. John, Her Majesty’s Consul at Callao, in a report 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th March, transmits a copy and 
translation of a decree whereby anchorage dues are made leviable 
at Callao. These dues are payable once every six’months at 
the first port the vessel calls at, but as several ports in the 
south are now in the hands of the revolutionists the Peruvian 
Government intend to levy these dues at Callao even if they have 


already been paid to their opponents. 


VICTORIA. 
Tariff Decision, 

According to a decision of the Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs at Melbourne, it is ordered that the under-mentioned 
article is to be admitted free as surgical instruments or appliances, 
viz, :—Cure-stoop  Domen,” 


| 
4 

| 
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~XV.-EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


THE Margarine TraDe Bexerum. 

_ Sir F, R,. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th March, transmits 
a copy of a Royal Decree of the 11th March, regulating the trade 
in margarine in that country. eo 

Art. 1 of this decree defines the terms “butter” and “ mar- 
garine.” 

Art. 2 has six clauses, The first is as to the colour of 
margarine; the second distinguishes the places in which butter 
and margarine may be sold; the third provides the sign to be 
borne by these places “Vente de margarine”; the fourth 
stipulates for the marking of the wrappers and pieces of mar- 
garine with the word “ margarine ” ; the fifth is to the effect that 
the name and address of the vendor should appear on the receptacle 
in which the margarine is delivered or sold ; and the sixth provides 
that all invoices, waybills, &c., must describe the article as 
“ margarine.” 

Art. 3 prohibits the sale of certain descriptions of butter and 
margarine ; among others such as are prepared with an antiseptic 
or glycerine, &c. 

Art. 4 is to the effect that offences against the regulations of 
the present decree will be punished by the penalties provided b 
the law of the 4th August 1890, independently of those whic 
are established by the penal Code. 


DEPRESSION IN THE FRENCH WOOLLEN INDUSTRY. 


The following account of the depression in the French woollen 
industry is extracted from a recent report by Sir J. A. Crowe, 
Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris :— 

France produces about 48,000,000 kilos. of wool. She buys 
about 200,000,000 kilos. a year from abroad. These quantities 
are transformed into yarns and stuffs, of which 4,000,000 kilos. 
are exported annually as yarn, and 10,000,000 to 13,000,000 kilos. 
as tissues, leaving the rest of 185,000,000 to 188,000,000 kilos. 
to be consumed at home. 

The strange decay of an important branch of French manufac- 
ture is manifested in the returns of the exports of French woollens. 
In broadcloths, kerseymeres, diagonals, and milled goods of pure 
or mixed wool France, in 1892, did business to the extent ot 
13,720,752 kilos. valued at 154,500,000 fr. (6,180,000). Two 
thirds of these goods found their way to England, In 1894 this 
business shrank to 10,878,790 kilos, valued 115,532,750 fr. 


(4,621,308/,), and England’s share had fallen to 4,476,542 kilos, 
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worth little more than 2,000,000/. The depression did not so 
much affect merinos as stuffs or carpets which lost 12 per cent. ; 
hosiery, 33 per cent.; mixed stuffs, 42 per cent. If we take into 
account that woollen manufactures now absorb 6 per cent. more 
raw material in proportion to lengths than they did in 1892, we 
get a close approximation to the extent of the losses which France 
has lately incurred in a staple branch of her industry. 

Contemporary with a decline in exports of woollens from 
France is a partial stoppage of mills and a reduction of hands and 
of time. Of all the manufacturing centres Reims scems to have 
suffered most. Some of its factories, well known for their tasteful 
productions of plain and fancy woollen stuffs, have been closed. 
Others have been working short time, and strikes have ended in 
reductions of wages. 

The same tale is told of Roubaix and Tourcoing, and the cause 
of the depression is ascribed to the closing of markets of the 
United States, Spain, Italy, and Switzerland. It appears from 
the latest returns that the exports of French woollens to the 
States fell from 2,500,000 kilos. in 1892 to 1,760,000 kilos. in 
1893, and 1,138,500 kilos. in 1894. The difference in value, even 
more startling than the difference in weight, shows exports in 
1892, 30,000,000 fr.; 1894, 12,500,000 fr. Spain, which took 
11,500,000 fr. worth of woollens in 1892, only required 
9,500,000 fr. in 1894. Exports to Italy fell in the same interval 
from 9,000,000 to 7,000,000 fr.; to Switzerland from 8,750,000 


10 2,250,000 fr. We may add Great Britain, where the fail 
was from 153,000,000 to 118,000,000 fr. These are heavy 


losses for a country which is described as manufacturing woollens 
to the extent of 1,000,000,000 fr. (40,000,000/.), of which one 
half only can be consumed in the country. I spoke specially 
of Reims, Roubaix, and Tourcoing as being affected by the crisis. 
It has been equally felt at Fourmies, Elbeuf, Sedan, Vienne, and 
Mazamet. JRoubaix, Tourcoing (750,000 spindles), Amiens 
(150,000 spindles), and Fourmies (950,000 spindles) have formed 
a spinners’ syndicate to control and, if necessary, reduce 


production. 

Many other branches of manufacture have suffered during 
1894, none proportionately as much as woollens. Al! forms of 
yarn have lost custom, woollen yarn declining in export from 
21,000,000 to 19,000,000 fr.; cotton yarn, from 3,000,000 to 
2,800,000 fr.; flax and hemp yarns, from 9,000,000 to 
5,000,000 fr.; jute, from 2,400,000 to 2,100,000 fr. Cotton 


stuffs have improved from 100,000,000 to 110,000,000 fr. 


But men’s clothes are found to iiave had a reduced demand, 
falling from 18,000,000 fr. in 1893 to 12,388,000 fr. in 1894; 
women’s dress from 74,000,000 to 58,000,000 fr.; prepared skins, 
from 97,000,000 to 94,000,000 fr. Goldsmith’s ware has lost 
1,000,000 fr., tools and metal ware, 4,000,000 fr.—(No. 1,498, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 
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IMPROVEMENT OF Havre Harpour anp CoursE OF THE 
Lower SEINE. 


Mr. H. Howard, Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 21st March, transmits a report 
which has been addressed to him by Sir Joseph Crowe, 
enclosing an extract from the “ Journal Officiel” containing an 
Act having for object the improvement of the harbour at Havre 
and the course of the Lower Seine. Sir J. Crowe writes as 
follows :— 

The French Government publish a law giving power to the 
department of the Seine Inferieure, and to the Chamber of 
Commerce of Rouen and Havre, to raise 21,250,000 fr. (850,000/.) 
towards making up a total of 42,500,000 fr. (1,700,000/.) 
required for improvements to the ports of Havre and Honfleur, 
and the course of the Seine between Rouen and Havre. 

The improvements proposed to be carried out by this Act 
are :— 

1, The dredging of the south-west entrance of the port of 
Havre to a depth of 3 metres below zero of the charte. 

2. New defences at the point of La Heve. 

P The formation of a new harbour outside the present port of 
avre. 

4. The opening of a dock entrance communicating directly with 
the basins, Eure and Bellot. 

5. The dredging of shoals in the Seine by Quilleboeuf. 


6, The completion of dykes between Quilleboeuf and La 


Rizle, and their extension to Honfleur. 

Havre, and the department of the Seine Inferieure, advance 
13,750,000 fr. Rouen 7,500,000 fr. of the total of 42,500,000 fr. 
required for the works. The rest is to be a charge on the national 
exchequer. 

To meet this interest and redemption of the capital during 45 
years, new tonnage and passenger dues to be substituted for 
those at present levied, are authorised at Rouen and Havre. 


THe EmpioyMEnt OF FOREIGN ENGINEERS IN THE SPANISH 
MERCANTILE MARINE. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 18th March, 
transmits a copy and translation of a Royal Order prohibiting 
the employment of foreigners as engineers in Spanich vessels if 
their posts are sought by properly qualified Spaniards, although 
such of the former as are serving under a contract duly legalised 
by the proper Spanish authorities are not to be dismissed during 
the term of their contract. The following is the translation 
referred to above of the Roval Order :— 

First.—All first-class naval engineers holding a diploma of 
examination in conformity with the order of 1891, shall have a 
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prior right to foreigners, and shall be embarked in preference to 
them as chief artificers (Jefes de maquina) in vessels with high 
and low pressure engines." oft 

Second.—All first-class naval engineers who in addition to the 
above qualification have been employed for two years as superin- 
tendents of machinery (Maquinistas de guardia) in vessels with 
triple or quadruple expansion engines, and hold certificates from 
their mechanical chiefs signed and approved by the captain of the 
ship, shall have a prior right to foreigners, and shall be embarked 
in preference, in vessels with triple or quadruple expansion 
engines, as chief artificers (Jefes de maquina). 

Third.—First-class naval engineers who have been examined 
according to the regulations of 1891, but who have not served two 
years in vessels with triple or quadruple expansion engines, though 
so employed at the time as superintendents of machinery, shall 
come under regulation 2 if they can give satisfactory evidence of 
having served four years as first and second-class machinists, 

Fourth.—All first-class naval engineers with diplomas in con- 
formity with the regulations anterior to those in force since 1991, 
and who can show evidence, as above stated, of having served two 
years as superintendents of machinery (Maquinistas de guardia) in 
vessels having triple or quadruple expansion engines, shall have 
prior rights over foreigners, and shall be embarked in preference 
to them in vessels having high and low pressure engines. 

Fifth.— All first-class: naval engineers who, in addition to the 
above first condition, have been employed four years ‘as ‘superin- 
tendents of machinery (Maquinistas de guardia) in vessels having 
triple or quadruple expansion engines shall: have priority’ over 
foreigners, and shall be embarked in preference to them as chief 
artificers (Jefes de maquina) in vessels with triple or quadruple 
expansion engines. 

Sizth——All first-class naval engineers holding diplomas issued 
under the fourth condition and fifth shall:come under the fourth 
if they can show three years’ service in the first and second 
classes, and under the fifth if they can show five years of such 
service. 

Seventh.—All contracts entered into with foreigners as chief 
artificers (Jefes de maquina) in force at the date of this Royal 
Decree, and which have been visé by the! Marine Commander, 
shall .be respected, but they cannot be renewed or extended 
except when there are no Spanish naval machinists ashore ful- 
filling the necessary conditions for chief artificers ; and where 
this oceurs, the extension or renewal cannot be made for a term 
of more than one year, with extensions from year to year until 
the dearth of Spanish artificers ceases. If the foreign engineers 
haveno contract in the above-mentioned form, they must at 
oncé be disembarked and be substituted by Spaniards holding the 
necessary qualifications, if there be any. abn han 

Eighth.—Marine commanders in Spanish ports, andConsuls in 
foreign, can only embark foreign chief artificers (Jefes de maquina) 
when there are none of Spanish nationality in the port, and 
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where they do sé they will only engage them temporarily until 
they the first Spanish or port in which Spaniards 
can be engaged, where they must disembark the foreigners and 
substitute them by Spaniard s, or incur the responsibility of failing 
to comply with these clearly stated regulations. 

Ninth—When an owner or master of a ship disembarks an 
engineer of whatever class or nationality for insobriety, mis- 
conduct, or incompetence, he will inform the Marine Commander 
in a Spanish port, or a Consul in a foreign port, of the reasons 
for his dismissal, in order that these authorities may warn ship- 
owners and commanders in the case of his re-engagement, and 
thus avoid, among other things, the giving of employment to 
bad engineers which ought to be given to good ones, It must be 
understood that the said authorities must hear the engineer in 
the presence of his captain, care being taken to verify the justice 
of the dismissal. hen this course is adopted for the con- 
venience of both partigs, or for reasons not affecting the character 
of the engineer, notice shall be given of the disembarkation, 
accompanied by a statement to that effect. 


Horst-BrEEDING IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The following notes as to the horse-trade in ‘Austria-Hun 
are extracted from a recent report by Mr. E. B. Seemnac tie 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Serajevo :— 

Por the improvement of the breed of horses in these provinces 
there are now 79 stallions, chiefly of Arab blood from the State 
breeding stud at Babolna in Hungary, at the Government depots 
of Serajevo, Mostar, and Travnik, which from March till July are 
stationed at 54 different places in the country, and whose services 
can be procured by anyone free of all charge. There are also 16 
stallion asses from Cyprus for breeding mules. 

Horse shows for the product of these Government stallions are 
held yearly in a certain number of districts where prizes are given 
by the State, and in connection with these shows at many places 
there are races for native horses, where prizes are likewise given 
by the State. ng 

In 1893 there was a long distance ride from Bihac to Serajevo 
288 kiloms. for Bosnian horses, at which prizes to the value of 
1,300/. were given, and the Government has laid out near Serajevo 
a very good race course with stabling and all other necessary 
buildings, where an annual race meeting is held, lasting several 
days, for horses of all countries, at which very considerable stakes 
are run for, | 

Everything, in fact, is done to encourage the breeding, and to 
improve the heeed of horses in these: provinces, but I cannot say 
that as yet these measures have been attended with any marked 
success. In the first place the selection of stallions does not seem 
to have been judicious. In the ree ey were mostly of the 
Lipica .breed, .whichis..a mongrel Arab: with an. admixture of 
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Spanish and even Danish blood. ‘The progeny of these stallions 
were, with few exceptions, leggy, weedy animals. Better results 
may perhaps be obtained from the Babolna Arabs, but they also 
are deficient in bone and too long in the pastern for a mountainous 
rocky country like Bosnia and the Herzegovina. To renovate 
without changing the breed, good compact Arab stallions should be 
imported direct from Asia Minor, which might be done at a lower 
cost than is now incurred for the Babolna stallions. Then some- 
thing must be done to check the use of inferior native sires. In 
Bosnia and the Herzegovina are about 30,000 brood mares, and 
700 native stallions. Of these latter 75 per cent. may be con- 
sidered totally unfit as sires, and perhaps not more than 10 per 
cent. are really good.—({ No. 1494, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Proposep PERMANENT INDUSTRIAI. EXHIBITION AT ATHENS. 


Mr. E. G. B. Maxse, Her Maijesty’s Consul at the Piraeus, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th March, transmits 
the foliowing note on the proposed permanent industrial exhibition 
at Athens :— 

A permanent industrial exhibition has been organised by the 
“ Société Biotechnique” at Athens and will be officially opened 
on 28th April (16th April o.:.). This exhibition, although 
intended only for native products, will be accessible to foreign 
exhibitors of such articles as may assist in the development of 
Grecian industries. 

Ail expenses connected with the exhibits will have to be paid 
by the exhibitors who will moreover have to pay a tax of two 
drachmae for each article worth 100 drachmae. Articles worth 
more will be charged half a drachmae per 100 in addition. The 
committee of the exhibition undertakes to sell the exhibits at a 
commission of 5 per cent. 

The exhibition will be open each year from 13th March 
(Ist March os.) to 12th July (30th June os.) and from 
27th September (15th September 0.8.) to 27th January (15th 


January 0.8.). 


RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT IN TURKEY. 


Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty's Consul-General at Salonica, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th March, states that 
the section from Hajji-Beylik to Serres, 48 kilometres in length, 
of the Salonica-Dedeagatch Railway has been completed and was 
opened to public traffic on the 28th February last. Its construc- 
tion would have been completed sooner, but the works had to be 
suspended owing to heavy snowstorms during the month of 
December. 

The total length of the line from Salonica to Serres, including 
a small branch line from Kilindir to Kara-Souli on the Salonica- 
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Uskub Railway, is 187 kilometres. It has 11 stations, viz. 
Salonica, Salmanli, Sari-Gyeul, Kilindir, Doiran, Akinjali, Poroi, 
Hajji-Beylik, Demir-Hissar, Prosnik, and Serres. 

A train runs daily each way between Salonica and Serres, and 
performs the journey in five hours, including stoppages at the 
intermediate stations. 

The works on the remaining sections of this railway as far as 
Dedeagatch are being pushed forward, and will, it is hoped, be 
completed before the end of 1896. 


ANCHORAGE AT THE SuLtiInA Mouta or THE DANUBE. 


Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th March, encloses 
copy of a note verbale respecting the orders which have been 
issued by the Government for the anchorage of steamers and 
sailing vessels up to 600 tons at the Sulina mouth of the Danube 
whilst in quarantine. These orders provide that, as regards the 
port of Sulina, steam vessels of a large tonnage undergo their 
quarantine in the roadstead at periods of epidemic and at any 
other time; that steam vessels of a capacity not exceeding 600 
tons, as well as sailing vessels of the same capacity, will be 
moored at the mouth of the Sulina Canal on the left bank of the 
river. 


Mart Boat Service at THE Port oF KUSTENDJIE. 


Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 17th March, encloses 
copy of a note verbale which he has received from the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs giving the conditions under which large mail 
boats arriving from Constantinople are allowed to put in at the 
port of Kustendjie and to transact their commercial operations 
there. The conditions are :— 

1. That they carry neither porters, nor workmen, nor other 
passengers of the third class. 

2. That all those who are on board the boat are free from 
cholera, whilst the boat itself is in sound condition. 

3. That the vessel does not accost another, that the crew does 
not quit the boat, and that the travellers are subjected, after 
disembarkation, to medical inspection and to examination of their 

rsonal effects. 

4. That the passengers arriving on the boats are subjected to 
sanitary observation (daily inspection) for five days after their 
arrival at destination. 
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TRADE IN THE ConsuLAR District OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Captain R. C. Clipperton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Phila- 
celphia, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th | 
February, encloses the following report on the condition of trade 
in the consular district of Philadelphia :— 

Business during the month of February has not improved, and 
there is a disappointment among manufacturers that their hopes 
have not been realised. Small orders require as much attention 
as larger ones, while the cost of producing small quantities bears 
a greater proportion of cost. Orders are lost by the inability of 
mills to supply goods ordered as quickly as required, and manu- 
facturers complain of buyers refusal to anticipate their wants 
while they at the same time expect the manufacturers to keep on 
hand a stock of what they have not the courage to order. This 
condition is said to be one of the legacies of the late depression, 
and while it is a guarantee of the employment of machinery, it is 
a tax on the cost of production and a hindrance to the textile 
manufacturing industry. 

General trade has been irregular. A moderately improved 
demand during the last week has shown itself at cities along the 
Ohio Valley and in the lower and upper lake regions. Iron and 
steel are no longer active, recent advances being barely main- 
tained. Textile industries in Pennsylvania do not report 
increased demands, but on the contrary, announce checked 
requests from the South and West. Net railway earnings for 
1894 are not encouraging. 

It is hoped that with the adjournment of congress and the 
relief afforded by the bond operation, an improvement in the 
business situation may now be looked for. 

It is reported from Braddock that the Edgar Thompson Steel 
Works closed down on the evening of the 23rd February in all 
departments for an indefinite period. The Carnegie Co. have no 
orders for rails on their books and slight prospects of receiving 
orders. The same is true as regards steel billets, the last order 
having just been completed. Work will only be resumed on the 
receipt of orders for either product. The depression in the steel 
rail business is greater at present than at any other time during the 
past two years, 
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XVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


MAncurster Suip TRAFFIC. 


It appears from a statement in the “ Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce Monthly Record” that the traffic on the Ship Canal 
during the two months ended February 28th last, was as follows : 
197,568 tons with a value of 16,155/. The corresponding tigures 
for 1894 were 117,237 tons, with a value of 12,023/., thus showing 
an increase in the present year of 80,331 tons and 4,132/, 


Tue Propvuction. 

The Paris “ Bulletin des Halles” publishes the following 
statistics respecting the production of wine in the different wine- 
producing countries of the world, the original figures which 
were given in hectolitres having in each case been converted into 
imperial gallons, It should be stated that for certain countries 
the returns for 1894 are taken, whilst for the others the average 
of the last decennial period is shown :— 


| 

Production 
Countries. 4) Countries. (Average of the 
wi last Two Years). 
| 
Gals. Gals. 

eria - - 80,124,000 France - - | 675,442,438 
Tunis’ - - - 2,200,000 Russia - - bg 11,000,000 
Italy - - 539,000,000 Turkey and Cyprus 105,600,000 
Spain - - 528,000,000 Bulgaria - - 33,000,000 
Portugal - - 33,000,000 Servia - - - 89,600,000 
Azores, Canaries, Greece - - 28,600,000 
and Maderia - 2,640,000 Roumania - - 24,200,000 
Austria - - 88,000,000 Switzerland - 39,606,000 
Hungary - - 46,102,914 United States - 20,900,000 
Germany - - 110,000,000 Argentine Republic 26,400,000 
Chile -| 19,800,000 
Brazil . - - | 8,800,000 
Austria 2,640,000 
Cape Colony- | 2,024,000 
Persia - -4 638,000 


Tue New Zone TarirF on Russtan Raitways. 


On .the 18th December last a zone tariff, based on a new 
principle, was put into force on all the Russian State railways. 

According to the “ Bulletin du Musée Commercial ” for the 
16th March, the system adopted is a modification of the zone 
tariffs existing in other countries, ani orly commences to be 
applied when the traveller has traversed a considerable distance. 
In fact, for the first 300 verstes (verste = 0°663 of a mile) the 
tariff is so much per verste, but beyond that distance the zone 
tariff properly so-called is put into force, 
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The new Russian tariff presents this peculiarity, that the length 
of the zones increases gradually from 25 to 50 verstes, whilst the 
price per zone remains invariable. The cost of a journey is 
therefore proportionately so much Jess as the distance traversed 
is greater. 

The proportion between the prices of the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd 
class is respectively 2}, 14, and 1. 

As a whole the new tariff shows a notable reduction on the 
old prices. Thus a journey of 300 verstes of the 1st class costs 
8 rouble 90 copecks. A journey of 1,200 verstes costs respec- 
tively for the three classes: 23°50, 14°10, and 9-40 roubles. For 
1,500 verstes the price will be 27, 16°20, and 10°80 roubles 
respectively for the three classes. A voyage from Virschballova, 
on the German frontier, to Omsk, in Siberia, will only cost 52°50, 
31°50, or 21 roubles according to class. 

When the Transsiberian will have reached Vladivostock it 
will be possible to go by railway (lot class) from the German 
frontier to the Pacific Ocean, or a distance of about 10,600 kilo- 
metres (kilometre = 0°621 of a mile), or more than one-fourth of 
the circumference of the globe, for the relatively small sum of 
about 13/. sterling. 


GERMAN EMIGRATION IN 1894. 


In Part I. of the “ Vierteljahrshefte zur Statistik des 
Deutschen Reichs” for 1895, the particulars of the German 
over-sea emigration for 1894 are given, and from this it appears 
that the number of German emigrants wko embarked at German 
ports in 1894 was 33,566 against 71,008 in 1893, being a 
decrease of 37,442. 

This is the lowest number of German emigrants from German 
ports since 1879, when the number was 29,238. In 1881 the 
number was 184,369, the highest number in any year from 1871 
to 1894; in 1884, 126,511; in 1886, 66,647 ; in 1888, 80,671; 
in 1890, 74,820 ; and in 1892, 90,183. 

The destination of the emigrants in 1894 and 1893 respectively 
was as follows, the 1893 figures being shown in brackets :— 
28,773 (62,516) to the United States; 1,362 (5,364) to British 
North America; 1,282 (/,/34) to Brazil; 642 (605) to the 
Argentina; 760 (586) to Africa; 210 (232) to Australasia and 
Polynesia ; and 537 (577) to other parts. 

In addition to the above German emigrants who proceeded 
from German ports in 1894, there were also 4,158 German 
emigrants who sailed from Antwerp, and 1,454 from Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam, as compared with 11,532 and 1,918 respectively, 
in 1893, or a decrease from Antwerp of 7,374, and from Amster- 
dam and Rotterdam of 464. The returns of the German 
emigrants from Havre and other French ports for 1894 are not 
yet complete, but the numbers so proceeding are not very large, 
being 3,219 in 1893, and averaging about 4,600 in the five years 
1889 to 1893. 
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Particulars are also given of the emigrants of nationalities other 
than German who proceeded from German ports (chiefly Bremen 
and Hamburg). These numbered 52,760 in 1894, as compared 
with 98,288 in 1893, beins a decrease of 45,528. This number 
for 1894 is the smallest since 1879, when there were 22,525 of 
such emigrants; the highest numbers since 1871 having been 
196,080 in 1891, 168,471 in 1890, and 151,412 in 1892, 


Berun InpustrRiaL EXxdIBiTion OF 1896. 


According to a report recently made by the United States 
Consul-General at Berlin, that city is to hold an exhibition during 
the spring and summer of 1896, in honour of the city’s advance 
as an industrial and manufacturing centre. When first mooted, 
this exhibition was to have had a very broad international 
character, but other exhibitions, notably the projected world’s fair 
at Paris for 1900, caused the abandonment of that intention. 

It is to be mainly an exhibition of the products of Berlin work- 
shops, industries, and fine arts, but will not exclude articles made 
in Germany if they are sold in Berlin, or have some other local 
relationship. The presence in Berlin of an agency or shop for 
the sale of such articles entitles the German who is not in Berlin 
to exhibit. 

Notwithstanding these limitations, there is said to be a way for 
foreign exhibitors to participate, namely, on the same grounds as 
Germans net of Berlin, by showing that they have an agency or 
representative in the city. 

The exhibition is to be held at Treptow Park, on the upper 
reaches of the Spree, in the eastern part of the city. The munici- 
pality has already granted extensive privileges to several electric 
surface-car lines and one elevated line, in order to place the centre 
and west of the city in easy communication with the grounds. 
‘These contain some fine sites on the banks of the Spree, in a 
rather flat country, well out from the more closely-built part of 
the town. Great preparations have been made in the way of new 
bridges over canals and branches of the Spree. 


GeRMAN Exports or Iron. 
According to the “ Monde Economique ” for the 23rd February, 
the exportation of iron from Germany during the last five years 
has been as follows :-— 


Year. Tons. £ 
1894 1,439,585 13,438,750 
1893 1,213,048 12,677,800 
1892 1,133,676 11,727,950 
1891 1,166,043 13,337,100 
1890 957,693 12,534,450 
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. Compared with 1893, the exports in 1894 show an increase in 
weight of 226,537 tons, or 18°7 per cent.; and an increase in 
value of 760,9502, or 6 per cent. The relatively small percentage 
would seem to show that it is principally cheap and average 
quality irons which have been exported. 


Pig-Tron. 
| | 
ase 1894. 1893. 1892. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Imports - | 203,948 218,098 209,306 
Exports - - 154,647 108,675 113,391 
Excess of imports over exports | 49,301 110,323 95,915 


The larger part of the imports come from England. The rails 
are sent chiefly to Switzerland. 


Tae German Marine. 

_It appears from statistical data published by the shipping 

agencies of Hamburg and referred to in a recent report of the 
French Consul-General at that port that, during the year 1894, 
the German mercantile marine increased by 58 steam vessels 
aggregating 129,884 tons, and by 13 sailing vessels of 14,704 tons. 
.. The German stocks have participated in this growth to the 
extent of 46 steam-vessels (91,232 tons) and the foreign ship- 
building yards are responzible for 12 steamers (38,652 tons). 
Eight sailing vessels were built in Germany (5,043 tons) and five 
abroad (9,661 tons). 

The German builders have supplied to foreign countries five 
steamers of 5,976 tons. 

In 1893 the number of vessels constructed on the German 
stocks or in foreign countries for the account of German ship- 
builders was 76, with a tonnage of 112,617 tons. The total for 
1894 is the same for the number of ships, but with an increase of 
38,000 tons. 

At Hamburg the firm of Blohm and Woss built two screw 
steamers for Bremen and five for Hamburg. 

The Vulcan stock-yards of Siettin have sold to the Hamburg 
shipping firms two screw steamers and a tank-boat for the carriage 
of petroleum. Another tank-boat has been supplied by the 
Tecklenburg yard. Kiel, Flensbourg, and Papenburg have also 
built for Hamburg three steamers and five lighters. 

The foreign yards which have received German orders are 
those of Helsugor, Glasgow, Sunderland, West Hartlepool, 
Stockton, Belfast, and Dundee for seven steamers and two large 
sailing vessels. 

The shipping belonging to Hamburg increased in 1894 by 22 
vessels representing a gross tonnage of 78,608 tons. 
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Frencn Coat anp Iron Propuction 1894. 
The French “Journal Officiel” for the 4th March publishes 


comparative tables of the mineral production of France in 1893 
and 1894. 

From these tables it appears that the production of coal] and 
anthracite amounted to 27,006,090 tons in 1894 as against 
25,172,792 tons in 1893. The departments of the Nord and Pas- 
de-Calais were responsible for 15,558,043 tons in 1894 as against 
13,886,820 tons in 1893. Of lignite, the total production in 
France for 1894 was 453,047 tons (against 478,189 tons in 1893) ; 
of the former quantity 405,018 tons are claimed by Provence. 

The total production of pig-iron ir 1894 was 2,077,647 tons as 
against 2,003,096 tons in 1893. The quantity of finished iron 
produced in 1894 was 808,657 tons as compared with 808,171 
tons in 1893. This largely consists of puddled iron. 

From a comparative statement of the production of steel, it 
appears that in 1894 the quantity was 790,773 tons as against 
789,852 tons in 1893. 


Tue Swiss Horer Inpustry. 

In a recent report to his Government the United States 
Consul-Germain, at Zurich, transmits some statistics, prepared by 
the Swiss Union cf Hotel-keepers, which are of interest as 
showing the very large amount of money invested in that 
country, principally in hotels for the accommodation of tourists 
and travellers. In 1894 there were 1,393 hotels in Switzerland, 
oe mostly by travellers and tourists. The value of these 

otels is given as foliows :— Buildings, 14,894,966/.; furniture and 


fixtures, 4,507,828/. ; total, 19,402,7947 To this is added for 
supplies and working capital, 371,320/. Of the 79,255 beds in 


Swiss hotels, 52,315 are in hoteis open for traffic the whole year, , 
and 26,950 in summer hotels, which are closed during the winter 
months. Taking the whole traffic, it is shown that the hotels 
were patronised by 7,779,325 persons. Applying figures to the 
proper (summer) season, all the beds are occupied for 175 days, 
showing that the Swiss hotels are fully occupied six months in 
the year. The nationalities of tourists in 1893—a very dull year, 
is given as follows:-—Germans, 24°9 per cent.; English and 
Americans, 24°64 per cent.; French, 11°61 per cent.; Italians, 
2°92 per cent.; Belgians and Hollanders, 1°65 per cent. ; other 
nationalities, 7-9 per cent. The daily charges at the hotels are 
given at from 3s. 2}d. to 17s. 6d. The annual receipts, estimating 
the average daily charge at 10s. 5d., is given, in round numbers, 
as amounting to 3,890,0002. About 45 per cent. of the receipts 
is spent for food and other necessary articles. ‘The wages paid to 
the employees in tourist hotels amounted to 372,000/, or about 
14/. 8s. per capita in 1893, The total expenses for employees in 
all hotels amounted to 682,560/.; taxes, 76,800/.; advertising, 
55,8401. The total hotel expenses amounted to 2,581,680/., 
leaving a gross profit of 1,343,840/. to cover interest, insurance, 
repairs, redemption fund, &c., and net profits. The latter, in the 
opinion of Consul Germain, must be conceded as very modest. 
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SUBMARINE CABLE BETWEEN Osock AND DJ1BOUTI. 


According to the “ Journal Officiel,” a bill has been introduced 
into the French Chamber to provide funds for the establishment of 
a submarine cable between Obock and Djibouti. The sum required 
will, it is stated, be 72,000/. 


TRADE BETWEEN SPAIN AND TRE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following statement, compiled from returns furnished to 
the Board of Trade by the Customs, shows the trade between 
Spain and the United Kingdom during each of the months for 
the quarter ended the 31st March last, and during each quarter 
comprised between the lst April 1894 and the 31st March 1895, 
compared with the several corresponding periods of the previous 
12 months. 


| | Exports of British and | Exports of Foreign 
Un 


Imports into the : 
| Irish Prod f Col 1 Prod 
ited. Kingdom from | “United Kingdom from United 
—_—- | — to Spain. Kingdom to Spain. 
| 1894. | 1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. | 1895. 
Month : £ £ £ £ | £ £ 
January - - 906,744 812,737 341,639 345,325 36,056 31,790 
} 
February Sega 826,061 847,577 407,452 383,954 32,269 31,863 
March 1,055,479 | 1,096,785 326,156 416,990 43,802 39,842 
Total for Quarter - 2,788,254 | 2,757,099 | 4,075,e)7 | 1,146,299 | 172,727 | 103,495 


1893-4. | 1894-5. 1893-4. | 1894-5. 1893-4. 1894-5. 


Quarter ended : 
30th June - - | 2,432,978 2,482,303 969,710 1,058,056 146,904 112,719 
30th September - | 2,873,894 2,178,987 837,439 913,305 115,395 113,958 
31st December - 2,916,728 3,056,923 864,145 920,091 140,284 113,953 
SistMarch - - 2,788,254 | 2,757,009 | 7,075,047 1,146,299 | 772,727 | 103,495 


Total for Year - | 10,411,79% | 10,475,312 8,746,541 4,037,751 | 574,770 | 444,120 


Economic Revivat 1n ITAty. 


The United States Consul-General at Rome, in his last report 
says that the Finance Minister, in his recent financial state- 
ment before the Italian Chambers, lays stress upon the revival 
in economic activity in production and exchanges within the 
last ten months in the kingdom of Italy. The rapid fall 
in the rate of exchange and the correlative rise of Italian 
securities during this period, especially on the Paris market, had 
clearly indicated this condition. The relative ease with which 
the subsidiary coin has been returned to Italy and the increase 
in the gold reserve indicate still more clearly the improvement in 


Italy’s credit. 
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By enforcing the “ affidavit,” ie, requiring parties residing 
outside of Italy who present coupons of Italian rentes for pay- 
ment to present the corresponding bonds and to take oath that 
they own the same, the Government has saved 17,000,000 lire 

old on the last coupon. If, to these 17,000,000 lire thus left at 
foes are added 31,000,000 lire, the excess of silk exports for 
the first cight months of 1894, over the silk exports for the corre- 
sponding period of 1893, which excess is due to the war between 

hina and Japan, we see an improvement of 48,000,000 lire in 
the money market in Italy. 

The notable and unexpected increase in exportation as com- 

ared to lighter importation may possibly have received its first 
impetus and origin from the rise in exchange which favoured 
Italian exports in a marked degree, but this increase in exports still 
continues, although exchange is gradually returning to its normal 
state. 

It is not only the quantity, but also the nature of the goods 
exported that is a hopeful sign for Italy, for in fact, threads and 
tissues of cotton, wool, and silk take the lead, indicating an 
increase and development in national industries. 

There has been also a marked increase in the exports of 
agricultural products. 

Italian wines have not as yet found markets to take the place 
of the French markets closed to them several years ago by the 
abrogation of the treaty of commerce with France; but the 
exportation ef other agricultural products has largely compensated 
for this loss, 

Olive oil, silk, cattle, poultry, and eggs, and, in a smaller degree, 
hemp, flax, and jute show a continued increase, as well as vege- 
tables, green and dried fruit, and canned goods. 

The exportation of raw silk showed an increase in 1894 of 
7,000 quintals (1,540,000 Ibs.); silk tissues rose from 215,973 
kilos. (475,140 lbs.) to 299,578 kiles. (659,071 |bs.); grain and 
oats, from 25,763 tons to 49,170 tons; rice, from 26,42U tons 
to 29,671 tons; flour, from 5,752 quintals (1,265,440 lb:.) to 
9,149 quintals (2,012,780 lbs.). 

During the first ten months of 1893, 15,636 head of cattle 
were exported, against 43,571 head during the corresponding period 
of 1894, an increase for the current year of 27,935 head. ‘There 
was also a notable increase in the exportation of hogs and fresh 
and smoked meats this year. 

Furthermore, 71,706 quintals (15,775,320 lbs.) of poultry, a 
figure never before reached, were expcrted to Austria, France, 
and Germany. Eggs were exported to Enyland, Belgium, and 
Holland, to the extent of 284,892 quintals (62,676,249 lIbs.), as 
against 135,938 quintals (29,906,360 lbs.) in 1890; 156,624 
quintals (34,457,280 lbs.) in 1891; 163,412 quintals (35,950,640 
ibs.) in 1892; and 210,927 quintals (46,403,940 lbs.) in 1893. 

Italian cheese and butter are beginning to find a ready sale in 
England, 
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Tue Sugar Propvuction or Austria-Hungary. 


The French Ambassador at Vienna has recently prepared a 
report in which he states that according to calculations made b 
economists, from the 1863-64 season up to that of 1893-94, the 
exports of sugar from Austro-Hungary comprised more than 
52,000,000 metric quintals, representing a value of 2,424,000,000 
francs (96,960,000/.). He expresses the opinion that the sugar 
industry in Austria-Hungary is a prosperous one and that this 
product figures in the front rank among the articles of export 
from the country. 

The manufacturers of sugar have generally considerable capital 
at disposal, in Austria especially, where the production and export 
form more than 90 per cent. of the total production and export of. 
sugars, With the remunerative prices of sugar for a series of 

ears, the importance of internal consumption and of exports, 
arge profits have been realised. 

_ But they have also had to withstand severe crises in the past, 
and a fresh one of a very serious character is anticipated for the 
1894-95 season, judging from the apprehensions felt on the 
subject at the present time. 

It is to the excess of production that this unfortunate condition 
of affairs must be attributed. Austria-Hungary, which produced 
8,300,000 metric quintals last year, will produce, it is asserted, 
nearly 10,000,000 in the coming season. The rest of Europe is 
similarly situated. This part of the world, which had in all an 
excess of 4,000,000 metric quintals in 1893-94, will bave one of 
from 7,000,000 to 11,000,000 in the 1894-95 season. 

_ Already the prices of sugar at Prague, Vienna, and Aussig are 
lower than ever they were. Further fall is anticipated. In these 
conditions the cost prices are no longer covered. 

. Itis estimated that the loss on each factory will be on the avera 
from 30,000 to 100,000 florins. However, these establishments 
will, by reason of the excellent financial results of former seasons, be. 
able to bear the losses. The hypothesis is all the more admissible 
as, even with a continuation of very low prices, the situation is, 
susceptible of improvement in the course of the coming year by 
the fact of the forced diminution in the price of the beetroot. 


Prorosep Atconot In TourRKEY. 


- According to the “ Bulietin de Musée Commercial” for the 
26th January, the question of the introduction of an alcohol 
monopoly into Turkey is being actively discussed. 

* Alcchol is one of the five articles (tobacco, salt, fish, stamps, 
and spirits) the revenue from which is administered by the Public 
Debt. The Ottoman Government is very favourable to the pro- 
posed monopoly, which will largely increase the revenues of the 
Administration of Public Debt, and the project has been examined 
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by a mixed commission of the members of the State Council, by 
the Ministry of Finance and Public Debt, whose opinions as to 
the advisability of its adoption have also been favourable. 


Tue Opium TuRKEY 


The “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” 
in its issue for the 23rd February, a a Smyrna contemporary 


in regard to the opium crop in Turkey, Counting only on a 
maximum yield of 4,000 couffes for the whole of Turkey, there 
is found to be—taking into account the existing stock of about 
6,000 cases in the interior of the vilayet of Aidin at Smyrna, 
Salonica, Constantinople, London, New York, and Philadelphia— 
a total of 10,000 couffes, which is amply sufficient for pharma- 
ceutical and special consumption for a year and a_ half, this 
consumption never having exceeded in a year more than 5,500 
cases on the average. 

Nothing has been said of Persian opium which is plentiful on 
the consuming markets. When the prices of Turkish opium 
exceed a certain limit, which is the case in London at the present 
time where Persian opium is sold in preference to that of tlie 
Ottoman Empire. Ifthe forthcoming crop should be a good one 
the total production of Turkey can easily reach 8,000 couffes, 
which will bring the quantity available for consumption in the 
coming year 1895-96 to the very respectable figure of 14,000 
couffes, 

It is this large quantity at disposal which explains the little 
trouble taken by exporters to follow the speculation which has 
been manifested recently on the Smyrna exchange. 


THe Foreian TRADE or BuLGARIA. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” in its issue for the 
7th March, states that although official statistics have not yet 
been published, approximate figures as to the results of the trade 
of Bulgaria in 1894 may be given. Comparing them with the 
year 1893, they are as follows :— 


1894. 1893. 


Frs. Frs. 
99,229,193 90,867,880 


72,850,675 91,463,613 


172,079,868 182,331,493 
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These results show a complete transformation in the commercial 
balance, for the imports have increased by nearly 9,000,000 frs., 
whilst the exports have decreased by 18,500,000 fre. 

The increase in the imports is due to a large exient to the fact 
that dealers are obliged to make large purchases in view of 
the recent fiscal legislation. As regards the decrease in the 
exports, it may be attributed almost entirely to the bad crop of 
last year and the low price of wheat. 


Export TraDE QF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


According to the Argentine National Statistical Department, as 
reported in the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels,” the principal 
articles of export from Argentina were as follows in the year 
1894, comparison being made with the figures for 1893 :— 


1894. 1893. 
Wheat - - Tons. 1,608,249 1,008,137 
Maize 54,876 84,514 
Linseed 104,435 72,199 
Wool 161,908 123,230 
Horn 2,597 1,593 
Grain 1,482 409 
Rye 2,982 1,479 
Oats - - 573 1,132 
Bones, calcined =) 12,234 12,858 
air - 2,622 2,075 
Sheepskins - 36,755 25,569 
Bullock skins, dried - » 8,954,483 8,181,237 
» salted - » 1,187,653 1,024,945 
Horse skins, dried - » 191,847 136,791 
” salted 315,997 192,552 
Bone - 32,487 31,419 
Hay - 47,617 58,523 
Quebracho - 74,358 63,297 
Beef, salted = - - » 42,838 41,151 
Oil-cake - ” 6,884 3,364 
Sheep - - Head. 122,218 71,167 
Mules 14,426 12,842 
Young bulls - 220,490 201,645 
Mutton, frozen - - Tons 36,485 25,041 


Tue CONSTRUCTION OF THE Port at MONTEVIDEO. 


The “ Montevideo Times,” for the 17th February last, publishes 
the full message of the President of Uruguay to Congress. The 
following observations were made by him on the subject of the 
construction of the port at Montevideo :— : 

For a long time past there have been initiatives, both on the 
part of the public powers and of private firms, for the building 
of the port of Montevideo. Under al] aspects that this important 
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question may be considered, it comprehends interests so valuable 
in every sense that it may be said to condense within itself the 
life of the nation in the principal manifestations of its economical 
and commercial prosperity, and of the legitimate influe nce corre- 
sponding to it as an independent people. Shortly, then, the 
Government will give definite fulfilment to the law of J uly 14th, 
1894, which ordained, as a preliminary step, procedure to definite 
studies. Various respectable firms have offered themselves for 
this object, and I can now state that one of these proposals has been 
accepted, and that the execution of the studies and definite scheme 
for building the port will be proceeded with without delay. 


Tue Foreign Trapeze or Britis Inpra. 

The general summary to Mr. O’Conor’s review of the trade of 
British India with British possessions and foreign countries for 
the five years 1889-90 to 1893-94 contains the following refer- 
ences to the sea-borne trade : — 

Two events of the first importance stand out in the trade 
history of the year 1893-94. the 26th June 1893 the Indian 
mints were closed to the coinage of silver for the public, as a 
preliminary to the ultimate adoption of a gold standard. On the 
10th March 1894 a tariff of import duties on general merchandise 
was imposed, cotton yarns and goods being exempted. The 
régime of free trade, which was finally established in 1882 by the 
repeal of the then existing tariff, thus came to an end. 

The subjoined figures give the value of the trade of the year 
and of the four preceding years :— 


— | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. 1892-93, 1893-94, 


Rx. Rx. Rx, Rx. Rx, 

Impogts. 
Merchandise | 66,560,121 | 69,034,900 | 6,587,457 | 62,605,030 | 78,956,957 
Gola - -| 5,071,027 | 6,500,882 4,118,929 | 1,781,789 | 3,146,530 
Silver - - - | 12,888,274 | 15,418,654 | 10,603,733 | 15,228,021 | 15,278,726 
Total imports - - | 84,019,422 | 90,954,386 | 81,310,119 | 79,614,840 | 92,382,218 

Exports. 

Fo merchandise re-ex- 

+ | 4,295,808 | 4,283,529 | 4,485,179 | 4,590,290 | 4,431,975 
Indian merchandise - - | 99,101,055 | 95,902,193 | 108,550,881 | 101,945,707 | 102,015,615 
Gold - - 455,723 864,660 1,705,137 4,594,472 2,505,284 
Silver - 1,386,196 1,207,246 1,438,049 2,334,522 1,519,453 
Totalexports += - | 105,238,782 | 102,207,628 | 111,179,196 | 113,464,991 | 110,472,397 


The total trade in imports and exports together was, in 1889- 
90, Rx. 189,258,204 ; in 1890-91, Rx. 193,162,014; in 1891-92, 
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Rx. 192,489,315 ; in 1892-93, Rx. 193.079,83]; and in 1893- 
94, Rx. 202,854,540. 

Including Government transactions, the aggregate trade of the 
five years was, in 1889-90, Rx. 192,023,710; 1890-91, Rx. 
196,260,383; in 1891-92, Rx. 195,615,322; in 1892-93, Rx. 
196,829,486 ; and in 1893-94, Rx. 206,086,249. 

The total imports of merchandise, gold, and silver in the year 
were 16 per cent. larger than in the preceding year... They were 
larger by only 14 per cent. than the imports of 1890-91, when 
similar exceptional results flowed from the existence of analogous 
conditions during a part of that year. 

In the imports of merchandise we find that the largest increase, 
amounting to more than half of the whole—Rx. 63 millions out of 
an aggregate increase in all kinds of merchandise of Rx. 114 
millions—occurred in cotton goods, including yarns. The imports 
of these in the preceding year had been on a most restricted 
scale,:and stocks in the hands of traders had been reduced to a 
low level. The goods that were imported therefore found a ready 
market. Imports of metals also, which had been relatively small 
in the preceding year, greatly increased. The increase in cotton 
goods and metals amounted to 68 per cent. of the whole increase, 
the. value of these goods being little more than half of the 
aggregate import trade. 

While the import trade was increasing to this unusual degree 
under the influence of the temporary stimulus which was given 
to it by the introduction of the currency reform, the export trade 
suffered from the action of the same influences. 


Inpran Corron Crop or 1894-95. 


The final memorandum on the present cotton crop has now 
been issued by the Government of India, and is published in the 
“Times of India” for the 9th March. Though each year the 
return is an improvement on its predecessor, it is still very far 
from complete. The total area is returned as 14,865,100 acres, 
as. compared with 15,399,400 acres last season. ‘The yield is 
estimated in bales of 400 Ibs. each, also excluding the Nizam’s 
Territory in Hyderabad at 1,727,000 bales, as compared with 
2,033,300 bales, a decrease of 306,300 bales, or 15:1 per cent. 

The total area of cotton cultivation in India we place 
this season at 16,450,000 acres, as compared with 16,956,000 
acres last season, and a decennial average of 16,277,000 acres, 
a decrease this season on last of 506,000 acres, but an 
inerease on the mean of 173,000.acres, In-our cpinion the 
official. estimate for this season is short of the actual by 
1,585,000 acres, and last year by 1,557,000 acres, while the 
normal total is over three million acres short of the actual. 
When we come to examining the question of out-turn the 
divergence between our estimates and the official ones materially 
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expands. Instead of 1,727,000 bales this season (excluding 
Hyderabad) we place the figures at 2,621,000 bales, while the 
corrected returns of the past season we put at 2,837,000 bales as 
compared with only 2,033,000 bales, the official estimate. 


Tue Wueat Cror oF BENGAL In 1894-95. 


The following preliminary note on the wheat crop of Bengal 
for 1894-95 was issued from the Departinent of Land Records 
and Agriculture at Calcutta on the 30th January last :— 

The latter part of the last monsoon season was characterised by 
unusually late and heavy rainfall, which lasted till the end of the 
first week of November, being particularly heavy in Bihar, Chota 
Nagpur, and North Bengal. The late rainfall retarded sowing 
operations, and prevented much of the usual area from being sown 
in wheat. The decrease is specially noticeable in South Bihar. 

Since the end of the first week of November there was 
practically no rain until after the middle of January; as the 
district returns describe the condition of the crop about the 
middle of the month, the effect of the recent rainfall was not 
taken into account in the forecast. 

The crop appears to be so far free from fungoid and insect 

ests. 

: The tota] area sown in wheat in the chief wheat-growing 
districts of Bengal is estimated at 1,552,600 acres against 
1,583,800 acres sown in 1893-94 ; the decrease is 31,200 acres or 
nearly 2 per cent. on the area sown last year. The decrease is 
solely attributable to the unusually late continuance of the monsoon 
rains. No attempt has been made to compare this year’s area 
with the estimated normal area, owing to misconceptions which 
still seem to exist with regard to the meaning of the term 
normal area.” 


AGRICULTURE IN BENGAL. 


From the Bengal agricultural statistics just issued it appears 
that a net area of some 54,000,000 acres was cropped during tire 
year ended March 31st, 1894. Ten and a half million acres were 
cropped more than once, bringing the total area under cultivation 
up to 64,000,000. , Rice was, of course, the staple product, 
covering 38,000,000 acres, while the area under jute was upwards 
of 2,000,000 acres. Indigo occupied 614,200 acres; tea, 110,800 
acres; and opium, 291,700 acres. . No-c:ffee was grown at all. 
A comparison between the crops reaped in the various districts 
in the year under review and the previous year shows a great and 
widespread increase in the cultivation of rice. One of the most 
striking advances in this culture took place in Birbhum, which in 
1894 had 810,000 acres under rice, against 429,000 acres in 1893. 
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An even greater increment is reported from Lohardaga, the 
respective figures being 2,334,400 and 1,491,600 acres. In other 
districts the jute and sugar-cane industries have seriously affected 
the growth of rice. Such has been the case in Rajshahi, where 
from the causes indicated 179,800 acres less were subjected in 
1894 to rice culture than in the previous year. In Moorshidabad 
the indigo returns show a diminution of 30,400 in the average 
under cultivation as compared with 1893. In all the districts in 
which tea is grown, on the other hand, a marked increase has 
taken place. Thus in Darjiling there were 46,000 acres under 
tea in 1898, and 59,600 in 1894—an improvement of 13,600. 
The feature of the year, however, is the great increase of rice 
cultivation. 


Tue Kerosine TRADE IN SINGAPORE. 


A communication, dated the 7th February, has been received 
from the Acting Colonial Secretary of Singapore forwarding a 
copy of a review of the kerosine oil trade in Singapore for the 
year 1894. From this it appears that the total imports in that 
period were 582,200 cases, and the stocks on the 31st December 
1894 amounted to 140,000 cases, while the estimated consumption 
and export were 599,600 cases, showing an average per month 


of about 50,000 cases. 


Tue Census or Canapa. 

The third volume of the census of Canada, 1890-91, has been 
received at the Board of Trade. This volume, which is devoted 
to the industrial establishment of the country, is divided into two 
parte, the first dealing with the details of industrial establishments 
and the second with the totals of industrial establishments by 
districts. 


New South WaAteEs REGISTER. 


The statistical register of New South Wales for 1893 and 
revious years, compiled from official returns by Mr. T. A. 
Goghian, Government Statistician, has recently been issued. The 
volume covers 725 pages and information is given under the 
following heads :— 

General index. I.—Shipping. II.—Commerce. III.—Public 
finance. 1V.—Accumulation. V.—Land settlement, agricultural, 
pastoral, and mineral statistics. Section I—Land settlement. 
II.—Agriculture. 111.—Grazing and dairy farming. 
Mineral production, agricultural college, and experimental 
farme, &c. VI—Manufactories and works. VII—Population 
and vital statistics. VIII—Law and crime. IX.—Education, 
religion, and charities. X.—Miscellaneous. 


q 
| 


April 1895.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 465 


Vines AND WINE Provucrion New Soutu WaAtes. 

The following notes in regard to the vines and wine production 
in New South Wales are extracted from the statistical survey of 
New South Wales for 1893-94 prepared by Mr. T. A, Coghlan, 
Government Statistician :— 

In almost every part of the colony, with the exception of the 
sub-tropical portion and the higher parts of the mountain ranges, 
grape-vines thrive well, and bear large crops of succulent fruit, 
equal in size, appearance, and flavour to the most renowned 

roducts of France, the Rhinelands of Germany, and Spain. 
Becsithilens the vine-growing and wine-manufacturing industries 
are still in their infancy, though with a growing local demand, and 
the opening up of w market in England, where the wines of New 
South Wales, in common with those of the other Australian 
colonies, have obtained due appreciation, the future of grape 
culture in the colony appears to be fairly assured. Thirty-one 
years ago the wine produced in New South Wales amounted to 
144,888 gallons; in 1873 it had increased to 451,450 gallons ; 
in 1883, to 543,596 gallons; and in 1893, to 931,542 gallons. 
In 1894, although the area under cultivation remained about the 
same as in the previous year, the quantity produced had fallen to 
748,929 gallons, and the average per acre from 224-68 to 181 
ons. 
The culture of grapes is not restricted to the production of 


fruit for the purposes of wine manufacture only, for a considerable 
area is devoted to the cultivation of table grapes, particularly in 
the neighbourhood of Sydney, and in Ryde, Parramatta, and 
ether districts of Central Cumberland. ‘The extent of country 
devoted in 1893 to this branch of the industry was 2,131 acres, 
with a production of 3,216 tons of grapes, giving an average yield 
of 1°5 tons to the acre. The area under vines as yet in an 
unproductive state comprised a total of 1,114 acres. 

he export of the wines of the colony has not yet approached 
a high figure, but the prospects of the trade for the future are 
promising. Much depends, of course, on the adoption of more 
advanced methods and the more general employment of European 
experts in wine-making, and on the enterprise of the vignerons in. 
bringing their productions before the notice of the British public. 
From 54,143 gallons sent away from the colony during the year 
1891, the export decreased to 25,768 gallons in 1893. The 
quantity received from New South Wales by the United King- 
dom during tlhe same period was, however, nearly doubled. At 
the World’s Fair at Chicago, an international jury of experts pro- 
nounced the wines of this colony to be equal to many of the 
finest productions of the noted wine-growing countries of Southern 
Europe. They expressed the opinion, however, that the practice 
of labelling New South Wales wines with European names was to 
be deprecated, as Australian wines possessed many excellent 
characteristics, peculiar to themselves, which could only be 
properly described by the adoption of a new system of 
classification. 
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Rattway Trarric Earnines 1n New Soutrn WaAtzgs. 


It appears from a communication received from Mr. 8, Yardley, 
the Secretary to the New South Wales Government Agency, that 
the earnings of the New South Wales railways in December last 
amounted to 278,388/, ascompared with 294,074/. in the corre- 
sponding month of 1893. Fer the twelve months ended December 
the aggregate earnings were 2,835,084/., as against 2,907,197/. 
in the corresponding period of 1893. The length of line open is 
2,526 miles. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for December amounted 
to 27,1301, as against 25,954/. for the corresponding month of 
1893. For the twelve months ended December the aggregate 
earnings were 276,9011, as against 286,602/. in the corresponding 
month of 1893. The length of line open is 61 miles. 


CorreE CULTIVATION AT THE GOLD Coast. 


The following account of Messrs. Miller Brothers and Com- 

ny’s coffee plantation at Kuby Kul, which is about 10 miles 
inland from Cape Coast, is taken from a recent report by Mr. J. 
R. Holmes, District Commissioner at Cape Coast, published in 
the Kew Gardens Bulletin for the month of February :-— 

I bave visited Messrs. Miller Brothers and Company’s planta- 
tion at Kuby Kul twice during the quarter by the kind permission 
of their courteous agent, Mr. Batty. The estate consists of a 
commodious house and drying-sheds and about 450 acres. It is 
situated about 10 miles inland. The Cape Coast Sefwhi main 
road (which is now being constructed by the Government) skirts 
the west side and the old Amin road to Denkera the other. The 
highest elevation is about 150 feet above the sea-level. I first 
visited the plantation in 1892, when there were only about 20 
acres planted with cacao and Liberian coffee ; the other part was 
covered with thick bush and forest. The plantation is only four 

ears old, the first planting from the nursery being in June 1890. 

he estate has been increased year by year in areas of about 50 
acres at a time. 

The coffee trees are planted out 13 feet square apart, but I 
think it has been found from experience that 10 feet would be 
ample. There are about 30 acres now cleared which remain to 
be planted. The valleys have been utilised for the cacao and the 
elevated portions for ccffee. At present there are roughly 150 
acres fully planted with trees. 

The first crop from the older trees was picked in 1893. This 
year about one-half the plantation is in bearing. The cacao 
shows signs of bearing in its third year from seedling, and the 
coffee two years from tme of planting out from the nursery. 
Before the whole of the 150 acres will begin to yield a return 
three years must yet clapse. 


. 
q 


April 1895.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 467 


The cost of clearing forest, planting out, and weeding for the 
first four years is on an average of about 4/. per annum per acre ; 
that is to say, an estate of 150 acres in the fourth year would 
represent 2,400/. capital spent on cultivation. This includes the 
cost of management and all expenses of labour, but not cost of 
plants or first cost of the land; after the fourth year it is reckoned 
that the cost will fail to 3/., and in the seventh year to 24 This 
is accounted for by the growth of the trees giving sufficient shade 
to cover the whole of the ground, thus causing less weeding. It 
is now calculated that one man can keep three acres clean, and 
the cost of that labour is about 9/. per head per annum, The 
weeds are well kept down throughout the estate, and the surface 
of the ground kept regularly tilled by Krooboy and native labour 
with the use of a hoe. Under such careful management insects 
or fungoid diseace, &e., do not appear to cause any troubie, and 
in the month of September the trees were a perfect picture of 
health and vigour, the young trees being in full bloom. My. 
Batty everywhere acts according to the maxim that what is 
worth doing is worth doing well. 

Cacaoc-euring—The beans are fermented for three days, then 
placed on shelves in the drying-house for two days. After that 
they are exposed to the sun direct for two or three weeks until 
thoroughly dry. 

Coffee-curing—At present the dry process is adopted, but 
when the yield increases the usual wet process wili be used. The 
berries are now placed on the drying-ground firet, as they are 
picked from the trees, and allowed to remain there for a period of 
six weeks, and when dry they are pounded in mortars by hand 
till the husks and parchment come off. 


XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of the Birmingham Cham- 
ber of Commerce took place on the 20th March 1895, Councillor 
Tonk presiding. Prior to the business of the general meeting, 
the Council met and discussed several matters affecting trade. 

The Secretary said his attention had been called to a proposal 
to inerease the import duty on pens shipped to Sweden, and it 
was stated that if a Bill which was now before the Swedish 
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Parliament with that object became law, the sale of English pens 
in Sweden would be practically impossible. Councillor Walsh 
proposed that the Chainber should use any influence it possessed 
with the Foreign Office in opposition to the measure. Mr, Schur- 
hoff thought they would be exceeding their province if they 
attempted any interference with the imposition of import duties by 
foreign Governments. After some discussion Mr. Goodman 
seconded Councillor Walsh’s motion, and it was agreed to. The 
annual meeting then tock place, the main business being the 
reception of the report (an abstract of which has already been 
published). The chairman, in proposing its adoption, reviewed 
the commercial legislation of the year, and went on to congratulate 
the members that they had a favourable balance. As to the state of 
trade, that was a subject on which there must be much diversity 
and divergence of opinion; but he thought they were all agreed 
that there had been a very great fall in prices, that the fall in profits 
had been even greater perhaps, and that the fall had been long 
continued. At the same time he did think they must confess 
that British energy had shown that at any rate it was not yet 
extinguished, and an enormous amount of business had been done 
under the most difficult and depressing conditions in many cases, 
They looked with some hope to the promised trade revival in the 
colonies, and in Australia especially the promise was much greater 
than had been anticipated in the earlier part of the year. Mr. 
Barker seconded the adoption of the report, observing that no 
doubt the very low price of material had resulted in much trade 
that otherwise would not have come to them. It was gratifying 
to know that local manufacturers had been enabled to compete 
with foreigners in markets which were previously inacceszible to 
them. Councillor Walsh supported the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 27th March, Mr. T. Arthur 
Duncan presiding. Discussions were raised on the following 
subjects:—The proposed standard wage, “summer firsts mohair ” 
and the exports of woollen dress goocs to America. 

A monthly meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 28th March, Mr. T. Arthur 
Duncan presiding. Among the matters under discussion were 
the following: — The weavers’ wages list, the portrait of 
Sir Jacob Behrens, the Companies Acts, French Customs 
irregularities, the exportation of dress goods to the United States, 
the summer clip of Cape Mohair, and the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce Conference. 


BristoL—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 27th March, when Mr. 
George H. Perrin presided. The matters under discussion 
comprised the questions of Associated Chambers of Commerce, 
Companies Acts Amendment, flash-point of burning oil, extension 
of the free delivery boundary in Bristol, bills of exchange, 
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bimetallic league, and Lloyd’s register of British and foreign 
shipping. 

Dundee—The annual general mecting of the Corporation of 
the Dundee Chamber of Commerce was held on the 27th March, 
Mr. Thomas Bell, the President, occupying the chair. Amongst the 
subjects under discussion were the following :—The Roumanian, 
Spanish, and United States Customs tariffs; textile school and 
museum ; Indian Factory Acts; United States mails; shipping 
committee ; private bill legislation ; flax from Queensland; trade 
of the district ; the new Harbour Bill, &c. 

The monthly meeting of the Directors of the Dundee Chamber 


of Commerce was held on the 4th April, Mr. J. C. Buist, Presi- 
dent, in the chair. References were made to the subjects of the 
Mercantile Marine Fund, Lloyd’s Register, the Post Office Mails, 
and the Indian Factory Acts. 

Hechmondwike-—The annual meeting of the ccuncil of the 
Heckmondwike Chamber of Commerce was held on the evening of 
the 27th March, Mr. Thomas Pyrah presiding. The main 
business consisted in the reading of the annual report. 

Leeds.—The usual monthly meeting of the council of the Leeds 
Incorporated Chamber of Commerce was held on the 27th March 
at the Royal Exchange, Mr. E. Slater in the chair, ‘I'he subjects 
under discussion were the meeting of the Associated Chambers, the 
Rating of Machinery Bill and the Factory and Workshops Bill. 

Liverpool—The monthly meeting of the council of the In- 
corporated Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool was held on the 
28th March, Mr. Charles M’Arthur, president, occupying the 
chair, The business ecmprised the High Court of Justice (Lan- 
cashire Sittings) Bill, the Special Juries Bill, Russian salvage 
contracts, British hespitals at Constantinople and Smyrna, express 
train service between London and Liverpool, &c. 

At a mecting of the African Trade Section of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce, held on the 22nd March, a speech was 
delivered by Sir George Baden-Powell, M.P., on the subject of 
his recent visit to West Africa. Mr. John Holt presided. 

On the 15th March a meeting of the African Trade Section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held to confer with his 
Excellency, Mr. W. E. Maxwell, C.M.G., Governor of the Gold 
Coast Colony, on the subject of the affairs of the Gold Coast. 
The chair was occupied by Mr. John Holt. 

Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 13th March, 
Mr. J. A. Beith, the president, occupied the chair. The subjects 
under discussion were the following :—D/sturbances on the Nixer ; 
suggested constitutional limitation of import duties in British 
South Africa; Mercantile Marine Fund and Light Dues; High 
Court of Justice Continuous Sittings Bill; Indian import duties ; 
native judges and local courts in India; Indian Merchandise 
Marks Act; weight of yarn bundles; and Berne official telc- 
graphic vocabulary. 
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Nottingham.—A meeting of the Nottingham Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on the Ist April, Mr. B. F. Stiebel in the chair. 

The secretary read a letter from the London Chamber of 
Commerce in regard to bills of exchange. The communication 
pointed out the difficulties which obtained in dealings with foreign 
countries as to bills of exchange, and added that the London 
Chamber were desirous of taking steps to promote, through the 
Foreiga Office, an international conference on the subject, on 
similar lines to those already held with regard tc trade marks, 
postal and telegraph, and similar matters, if they could obtain 
support from the British Chambers. It was agreed, upen the 
motion of Mr. Bourne, seconded by Mr. Kirkbride, to support 
the action of the London Chamber. 

Other questions under consideration comprised the following : 
—Hiostile tariffs; limited companies; how fires are caused and 
inquests on fires. 


Oldham.—On the 25th March the monthly meeting of the 
Council of the Oldham Chamber of Commerce was held at the 
Town Hall, Mr. S. R. Platt presiding. ‘The subjects under 
discussion were the following :—The rating of machinery ; the 
annual meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce ; 
the Indian Factory Acts; and reports of the factory inspecters. 


Sheffield—A special meeting of the Council of the Sheffield 
Chamker of Commerce was held on the 4th April, the chair being 
taken by Mr. H. P. Marsh. Amongst the subjects under 
discussion were the following :—-Associated Chambers of Com- 
merce, decimal system of weights aud measures, plate dealers’ 


licenses, company law and practice, bills of exchange, Mer- 
chandise Marks Files Bill, and the Factories and Workshops Bill. 


Walsall. A meeting of the council of the Walsall Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 25th March, Mr. E. J. Shaw (vice- 
president) in the chair. 

A letter was read from the London Chamber of Commerce re 
the proposed international conference upon the law of bills of 
exchange. On the motion of the chairman, the matter was 
referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. James Lewis, Hill, 
and Precey, to whom also communications from the Board of 
Trade and Sir Albert Rollit on the Companies’ Act (Amendment) 
Committee was referred. 

The chairman said he regarded the letter from the Board of 
Trade as an admission of the influence which the Chambers of 
Commerce were bound to yield in the future. 

The report was read of one of the delegates of the Walsall 
Chamber to the annual meeting of the Association of the 
Chambers of Commerce. The secretary also reported at some 
length upon the various subjects discussed at the same meeting. 
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XVITI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Mines. Year 1894. Summaries of Statistics relating to 
the Mines and Minerals of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, with the Isle of Man, obtained by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors of Mines undex the provisions of the Coal Mines Regu- 
lation Act, 1887, and the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Acts, 
1872 and 1875; also List of Inspectors and Inspection Districts. 
(C.—7666.) Price 


In the introduction to these tables it is stated that they have 
been compiled at the Home Office from figures furnished 5 the 
Inspectors of Mines, and afford general data concerning the mining 
industry of the United Kingdom in 1894. They show the 
number of persons employed, the quantities of mineral raised, 
the fata! accidents and deaths, the hours of shifts during which 
the accidents happened, and the death rates from accidents in 
each inspection district. 

The information is arranged so as to distinguish mines under 
the Coal Mines Regulation Act from mines under the Metalliferous 
Mines Regulation Act, the principal statutes which regulate 
mining operations in this country. The former Act applies to 
mines of coal, fireclay, stratified ironstone, and shale ; the latter, 
to all other mines. 

During the year 1894 the total number of persons employed 
in and about all the mines of the United Kingdom was 739,097, 
of whom 705,240 worked at the 3,419 mines under the Cual 
Mines Act, and 33,857 at the 740 mines under the Metalliferous 
Mines Act. 

Compared with 1893 there is an increase of 22,232 persons at 
mines under the Coal Mines Act, and a decrease of 1,882 persons 
at mines under the Metalliferous Mines Act. 

Of the 705,240 persons working at mines under the Coal Mines 
Act, 569,678, o¢ about 80 per cent., were employed below ground. 
Of the 135,562 surface workers 4,583, or about 3 per cent., were 
females. 

At the mines under the Metalliferous Mines Act, 20,011 
persons, or about 60 per cent., worked below ground, and of the 
13,846 surface workers, 1,092, or about 8 per cent., were females. 

The total output of minerals at mines under the Coal Mines 
Act was 199,451,018 tons, of which 188,277,525 were coal, 
2,164,863, fireclay ; 6,814,546, ironstone ; 1,986,385, oil shale; 
and 207,699 sundry minerals. 

The amount of coal raised exceeds by 2,798,399 tons the 
highest output hitherto recorded, viz., that of 1891. 

At the mixes under the Coal Mines Act, there were 81 
esparate fatal accidents, causing 1,127 deaths. Compared with 
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1893 there is an increase of 4 in the number of accidents, and 67 
inthe number of deaths. 

At the mines under the Metalliferous Mines Act there were 
839 fatal accidents which caused 46 deaths. The number of 
separate fatal accidents is the same as it was in 1893, but there is 
a decrease of 19 in the number of deaths. 


2. Poor Relief (England and Wales). In-maintenance and 
Out-door Relief. Statement for the Half-Year ended Michaelmas 
1894. 296(C. 1.) Price 3d. 


This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the expenditure during the 
half-year ended Michaelmas 1894, together with the cost per head 
of each kind of relief on the estimated population, was as follows :— 


Expenditure during Half-Year ended Michaelmas 1894, 

eregate of 
Estimated | Jn-Maintenance. Out-door Relief. and 

Population | Out-door Relief. 

DIvIsIons. in the | 
middle of 
per per Hea per 

Amount. on Popu- Amount, on Popu- Amount. on Popu- 

lation. lation. lation, 
2 8s. 8s. d. d. 

The Metropolis -| 4,349,166 | 403,534 | 1 104 97,301 | 0 5% 500,835 | 2 
South-Western 1,923,068 43,549 | 0 5% 149,270 | 1 6 192,819 | 2 0 
Wales - - 1,846,814 33,477 04 138,026 16 171,503 1 10} 
Eastern - 1,664,875 46,780; 0 6} 99,925; 1 146,705 | 1 9} 
North Midland - 1,863,691 39,908 0 5t 107,007 1 1} 146,915 , ae 
South Midland -| 1,968,085 50,162 | 0 6} 101,241 | 1 0% 151,403 | 1 6% 
“South-Eastern 3,000,257| 109,596| 0 8? 118,874 0 9} 223,470 | 1 6t 
West Midland - 3,314,940 94,503 07 ad 0 9 226,350 | 1 4 
York - -| 9397,624/ o 42 | 121,863' 0 188,247 | 
Northern - 1,946,234 37,863 0 4 64,372 | 0 8 102,235 | 1 OF 
North-Western ~| 4,856,509| 141,425| 0 7 104,341) 0 5k 245,766 | 1 0% 

| 
Total for England | } 30,060,768 | 1,067,681 | 0 St 0 9 1 6t 


3. Light Railways. Copy of Report, with Appendices, of a 
Committee, presented to the Right Honourable J. Bryce, M.P., 
Chairman of a Conference on Light Railways. 49. Price 14d. 

This is the report of a committee appointed to consider the 
question as to how far the usual requirements of the Board of 
Trade as to constructing and working new railways may fairly be 
relaxed, especially in the case of lines built through sparsely 
populated and agricultural districts; also whether additional 
legal facilities for obtaining powers to construct tramroads and 
light railways are necessary or desirable. 
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The committee now report inter alia that they find that the exist- 
ing law in Great Britain specially affecting the construction and 
working of light railways, is mainly contained in the Acts of 
1864 and 1868, and the law specially affecting tramways in the 
Act of 1870.* 

In the case of tramways the law necessitates a confirming Act, 
even where no compulsory powers of taking land are demanded. 

Tramroads, as distinguished from tramways, are only dealt with 
in a Standing Order of the Houses of Parliament. 

Practice: lly no light railways have been constructed under the 
general Acts of 1864 and 1868, owing, in part, it is alleged, to the 
consent of all landowners and other parties beneficially interested, 
and the absence of opposition from any railway or canal company, 
being necessary before the Act can be made use of. 

The mileage of such lines constructed under special Acts has 
also been inconsiderable. 

This lack of progress in rural districts has also been in great 
measure due to the want of latitude left to the Board of Trade 
by law, and in other cases by the conditions which the Board 
considered it their duty to impose for the public safety. 

The Committee believe that the impediments to construction 
may be greatly diminished, and that ona large proportion of such 
lines as are contemplated by their inquiry, the regulations which 
have been enforced with a view to public safety may he con- 
siderably relaxed. 

In the case of lines of small tratfic, having few trains in the 
day and working at a moderate speed, there is little risk compared 
witii that occurring on great trunk lines having numerous sidings 
and branches, and carrying at high and varying speeds, a com- 
plicated traffic of passengers, merchandise, minerals, and cattle at 
all hours of the day and night. 

The Committee are of opinion that the recent creation of 
popular local authorities of various degrees throughout Great 
Britain opens the door to an escape from the great cost attending 
applications to Parliament, by enabling powers and responsibilities 
with reference to the authorisation and control of light lines to be 
conterred on those bodies, and that the time has arrived for Parlia- 
ment to consider whether this should not be done, an ultimate 
appellate jurisdiction being reserved to the Government depart- 
ment charged with the inspection of railways, which, it may be 
assumed, would be exercised with due regard to the existence of 
such local control and responsibility. 

If this were done the initial cost of construction, and ,the expenses 
of working could be so greatly reduced that many light railways 
and tramways, promoted either by independent companies, or by 
the existing lines of railway and tramway, could be undertaken 
to the great advantage of districts and especially agricultural 
districts, at present without satisfactory means of transport. 


* Railway Construction Facilities Act, 1864, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 121; Regulation of 
Raitways Act, 1868, 31 & 32 Vict. c. 119, Part V.; and the Tramways Act, 1870, 
33 & 34 Vict. c. 78. 
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The Committee suggest that proposals for the construction and 
working of such lines should be submitted in the first instance to 
the County Council (with exceptional provisions as to large 
municipalities), subject to precautions ensuring that the interests 
of those directly affected are duly safeguarded. In all cases a 
majority of aseents in number and value of owners and trontagers 
should be required, and in cases of compulsory acquisition of land 
there should be a power of appeal to the Board of Trade, 

If any doubt should arise as to whether a proposed line is a 
light railway to be dealt with locally, or is a scheme which, on 
account of its magnitude or otherwise, should properly be dealt 
with by Parliament, the Committee think that the Board of 
Trade should determine the question. 

The Committee are doubtful whether it would be within the 
terms of the reference to them, and they refrain from giving an 
opinion, as to whether, and if so, on what conditions, it is desirable 
that local authorities should be empowered to contribute funds 
towards, or otherwise take part in, undertakings of this character. 

This report is signed by all members of the Committee (except 
Sir Courtenay Royle and Mr. Hopwood, the officers of the 
Department concerned), subject to the appended memoranda by 
individual members. 


4. Railway Accidents Returns. Report of the Committee 
Appointed by the Board of Trade, on the 9th April 1894, for the 


purpose of considering the Returns of Railway Accidents and 
Casualities compiled by the Board of Trade, and reporting whether 
any improvement is possible in the shape in which the information 
is supplied by the Railway Companies, and tabulated by the Board 
of Trade. (C.—71603.) Price 3d. 


This is the report of the Departmental Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade to consider the Returas of Railway Accidents 
and Casualties compiled. by the Board of ‘Trade, and to report 
whether any improvement is possible in the shape in which the 


information is supplied by the railway companies and tabulated by 
the Board of Trade. f 


The following are the recommendations madé by the Comniittee 
in this Report, which is dated the 11th of December 1894 :— 
That the Railway Companies Report to the Board of Trade all 
fatal accidents occurring in the working of railways, whether 
to passengers, servants of railway companies, or other 
persons, by telegraph or otherwise, within 24 hours after the 
occurrence of the accident. 

That non-fatal accidents be reported to the Board of Trade by 
post as early as practicable. iene 
That non-fatal accidents to servants of railway companies be 
reported to the Board of Trade whenever they are such as 
to prevent the servant injured, “on any on® of: the ‘three 
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* working days next after the occurrence of the accident, 
“ from being employed for five hours on his ordinary 
“ work.”* 

That non-fatal accidents to persons other than servants of the 
companies be in all cases reported to the Board of Trade, as 
it is impossible to apply the above measure of the gravity of 
an accident in the case of such persons. 

That the instructions hitherto given by the Board of Trade to 
railway companies, as to the classes of accidents to be 
reported, be withdrawn. 

That the model form of return issued by the Board of Trade be 
amended so that the railway companies may be required to 
state the following additional particulars :— 

(a) the time of day at which the accident occurred ; and, 
where the person killed or injured is a servant of the 
company ; 

(2) whether he was an adult or a minor (persons of and 
above 18 years of age being treated as adults) ; 1 

(c) his regular working hours; and =” om 

(d) the number of hours he had been on duty when the 
accident occurred; and that a note be appended to the 
form of return requesting the companies to give full and 
precise descriptions of accidents and of the causes of 
accidents so far as possible. 

That the railway companies should furnish to the Board of 
Trade, for publication with the periodical returns of accidents 


made to Parliament, annual statements of the number of 
persons employed in eacli department of their undertakings. 


* This follows the wording adopted in clause 1 (1) of the Notice of Accidents Act, 
1894. 
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XIX.—_QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Norway.—Russia, with the exception of ports on the Baltic 
and Gulf of Finland, is declared to be infected with cholera. 


PortuGaL.—Syrian ports and ports in Austria-Hungary and 
Black Sea are declared free from cholera. 


Turkry.—The quarantine by sea and land is fixed at 
48 hours’ observation, with disinfection. 

Ten days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals from Red Sea 
ports between Lith and Djizau, both inclusive. 

Quarantine of 48 hours on arrivals from Constantinople 
abolished ; strict medical visit substituted. 

Quarantine on ships carrying pilgrims from Constantinople to 
Hedjaz reduced to 48 hours. 


Greece.—The quarantine on arrivals from Constantinople is 
reduced to five days’ observation. 


Roumanta.—The medica] inspection and disinfection at the 
frontier points of Burdujeni, Mihaileni, and Cornu-Luncei, for 
workmen arriving in large bodies, have been abolished. 


Crprus.—Ten days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivais from 
the Red Sea (Lith to Djizan). 

Quarantine on arrivals from Constantinople and Bosphorus is 
replaced by medical inspection. 


The quarantine on arrivals from Cape Cavaliere to Lamas will 
be replaced by medical inspection. 


Eeypt.—Quarantine against plague is imposed at Egyptian 
ports against Red Sea ports from Lith to Lohaya. 


Arcentine days’ quarantine is imposed 
on arrivals from the Uruguay Republic. 
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XX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Matts ror tHe West anp SoutH-West Coasts or 
AFRIOA. 


The following statement shows the places for which m ails will 
be despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the remainder of the 
month of April 1895. 

Wednesday, 17th April. — Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Accra, 
Lagos, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, Gaboon, 
Mayumba, Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape Lopez, 
Fernan Vaz, Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, Boma 
(Congo), Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, 
Loanda, Victoria, and Bibundi. 

Saturday, 20th April.— Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcadus, Benin, 
Sapelli, Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

ednesday, 24th April. — Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, 
Dakar, Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Monrovia, Sinoe, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Grand Bassam, Assinie, Axim, Cape Coast Custle, Elmina, Salt 
Pond, Accra, Addab, Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, 
Grand Popo, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Dezama. 

Saturday, 27th April.— Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, and 
Bakana. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for a (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma) and Portugueze possessions on the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superzcribed. 

These vessels carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, Accra, 
Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the ofternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


Extension OF Monry Orprer System To Bosnia- 
HERZEGOVINA. 


Money orders may be obtained at any money order office in 
the United Kingdom drawn on any place in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The orders should not be forwarded to the payees, but should 
be retained by the remitters as receipts. 

The rates of commission chargeable in this country are the same 
as those on money orders for other places abroad, viz. :—For sums 
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not above 2/., 6d.; above and not exceeding 5/., 1s. ; above 
and not exceeding 7/., 1s. 6d.;. above 7/. and not exceeding 
102, 2s, 

No single money order will be issued for an amount exceed- 
ing 101. 

Money orders will also be issued in Bosnia-Herzegovina on the 
United Kingdom. 

The Austrian field posts at Plevlje, Priepolje, and Priboj, in 
the district of Novibazar, will participate in this exchange. 


Parcet Post to Hawarr. 


Parcels are now accepted for transmission to Hawaii (Sandwich 
Islands) by way of Canada. 

The postage is—for every pound or fraction of a pound up to 
11 pounds, 1s. 2d. 

o parcel may exceed 3 fi. 6 ins. in length, or 6 ft. in length 
and girth combined. 

No parcel may contain a letter or communication of the nature 
of a letter, any explosive or dangerous article, any liquid, unless 
securely packed in a proper case, or opium. 

Parcels for Hawaii are included in the parcel mails for Canada 
despatched from Liverpool —e. Thursday morning. They 
should be posted in time to reach Liverpool by the night mails of 
Wednesday. 

An adhesive Customs declaration form, such as is used for 
parcels addressed to British Possessions, must accompany each 
parcel for Hawaii. 


Parcet Post to Bermupa (INSURANCE OF PARCELS). 


Parcels for Bermuda may be insured. 

The sums payable for insurance will be as follows :—To secure 
compensation up to 12/. a fee of 5d. To secure compensation up 
to 24l. a fee of 74d. To secure compensation up to 361 a fee of 
10d. To secure compensation up to 48/. a fee of 1s. 0}d. To 
secure compensation up to 50/. a fee of 1s. 3d. 

No parcel can be insured for more than 50/. 

The Parcel Post Insurance regulations will be the same in the 
case of Bermuda as in that of other places abroad. 


FoR JAPAN AND Curna Vancouver). 
Mails for Japan and China will be despatched from London, by 
way of Londonderry and Vancouver, during the next few months 
on the evenings of the undermentioned dates :—Thursday 25th 
April, Thursday 16th May, Thursday 6th June, Thursday 27th 
June, Thursday 18th July, Thursday 8th August, Thursday 
29th August, Thursday 26th September, Thursday 24th October. 
Mails will be made up in Ireland on the following day in each 
case 
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Matis ror AUSTRALASIA. 


The following statement shows the despatch of Mails from 
London for Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji, up to the end 
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Destination. 


Route. 


Despatched from 
London. 


Victoria, New South Wales, 


Queensland,* 


South < 


Australia, and Tasmania 


Western Australia - 


New Zealand - 


Fiji t 


Parcel Mails fur all the 
above-mentioned colonies, 
except Queensland and 


New Zealand - 


ndg 


Parcel 


Parcel Mails for Queens- 
la 


Mails for New 
d 


Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - 
Via Vancouver (or vid San 
Francisco) - - 
(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by those routes.) 
Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - 
Vid San Francisco - - 


Vida Brindisi (or Naples) - 
Vid Vancouver - 
(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by that route.) 
Vié Vancouver - - - 


Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - 
Vid San Francisco - - 


(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by that route.) 


Direct from the Thames - 


From the Thames; vid Mel- | 
bourne. 

Direct from the Thames, vid 
Torres Straits. 


Direct from the Thames’ - 


Every Fri. evening. 
On same dates as to 
New Zealand and 


Every Fri. evening. 
Saturday evening— 
April 20. 
May 18. 
June 15. 
Every Fri. evening. 
On same dates as 
to Fiji. 


Thursday evening — 

April 25. 

May 30. 

June 27. 
Supplementary— 

April 27. 

May 1. 

June 1, 29. 
Every Fri. evening. 
Saturday evening— 

April 20. 

May 18. 

June 15. 


Every ‘Thursday 
morning. 


Every Thursday 
morning. 
Tuesday morning— 
April 9. 
May 7. 
June 4, 
Wed. morning— 
April 3, 17. 
May 1, 15, 29. 
June 12, 26. 


* On the 19th of April, 17th of May, and 14th of June, correspondence for places 
in the North of Queensland (Thursday Island, Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, Bowen, 
and Mackay) can be sent either by the direct route of Torres Straits or by way of 
Adelaide. If meant to go vid Adelaide on those days, such correspondence must be 
specially so addressed; but correspondence for the South of Queensland is sent 
by the Adelaide route unless specially superscribed to go otherwise. 

+ Correspondence for New Zealand posted in the week in which there will be a 
mail from London going vid San Francisco, and also in the previous week, will be 
forwarded in that mail; but correspondence posted up to the evening of the first or 
second Friday following a despatch vid San Francisco will gain by being forwarded 
vid Italy. ‘The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., by the best route, 
and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specialiy as to route. 

t Correspondence for Fiji will be sent by way of Vancouver, unless specially 
superscribed to be otherwise forwarded, or posted in time for despatch vid Italy on 
the first and second Fridays following the final despatch vid Vancouver. 

- § Parcels for the extreme north of Queensland ure sent only vid Torres Straits. 
Parcels for the rest of the Colony are sent vid Melbourne, except when they would 
arrive more quickly vid Torres Straits. 
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XXI.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
UnitTep Kinepom during the Month and Three Months ended 
3lst March 1895, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1894. 


Monta ENDED 3lst Marcu. 
IL. From Foreign Countries AND BritisH PosskEssions. 


Month ended | 
31st March 
ame Increase. | Decrease, 
1895. | 1894. 
£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 620,971 696,982 = 76,011 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - =| 10,691,199 | 17,079,892 pai 388,693 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- | 
able - -| 2,450,617 | 2,707,530 349,087 ~ 
Tobacco, dutiable - - = 229,747 232,267 _ 2,520 
III. Metals - 1,411,870 1,788,300 - 376,430 
IV. cls, dyestuts and tanning 
885,527 813,956 71,531 
Vv. Olle - 680,297 618,050 62,247 


VI. Raw materials fortextilemanufactures) 8,049,763 | 7,264,778 785,590 | _ 
VIL. Rew for sundry industries 


and manufac 3,131,237 2,450,049 681,188 | — 
VIII. Manufactured articles - . - 6,508,004 | 6,526,560 ~ 18,556 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,239,505 1,679,274 439,766 

(B.) Parcel post - - i 81,853 75,967 5,886 _ 

Total Value ~ - - - | 35,980,390 85,827,087 653,553 oa 


“II. Exports or Britis anp Propuce MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - - 42,313 82,466 9,847 
Articles of food and drink - 815,028 807,223 7,805 
IIL. Raw materials - - 1,418,960 1,491,844 72,384 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics - - 8,505,620 | 8,845,775 159,905 ~ 
(8) ) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) | 2,229,136 | 2,247,898 12,787 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 1,121,680 1,089,824 82,356 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 777,546 752,785 24,811 - 
(E.) Chemicals ag chemical and medi- 
cinal preparatio: 739,269 827,841 88,572 
(F.) All other either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,767,391 2,466,560 300,831 — 
(G.) Parcel post - ° 106,087 98,802 12,285 - 
Total Value | 18,528,080 | 78,098,908 424,127 = 


Exports or ForeEIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


| 
£ £ £ 
Total Value 4,846,599 5,842,886 426,287 
| | 
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I.—Fore1gnN TRADE OF THE UnitEp KinapomM—cont, 


TuREE ENDED 31st Marcu. 


I. imports rrom Foreign Countrixs AND British Possessions. 


Three Months ended 
31st March 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1895. | 1894. 
£ 
I. Animals, living (for food) 1,588,504 | 7,678,878 90,309 
IL. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - = | 81,228,709 | 329,973,637 - 1,684,928 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - 6,029,676 5,859,378 170,298 - 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 640,934 579,434 61,503 
Ill. Metals - | 4,315,285 | 5,044,472 729,127 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 2,106,503 2,298,515 _- 192,012 
V. Oils - - 1,761,260 1,793,823 32,063 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 24,426,165 | 27,853,035 - 3,426,870 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 7,699,762 | 7,640,947 58,815 = 
VIII, Manufactured articles : - | 17,568,313 | 77,278,810 349,503 - 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 3,217,553 | 4,668,308 - 1,450,749 
(B.) Parcel post 275,896 199,882 76,514 
Total Value - | 100,858,560 | 707,747,985 - 6,889,425 


Il. Exports or Bririsu anp Irish PRopUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


& £ £ 
I, Animals, living - 117,850 80,987 36,863 
II. Articles of food and drink 2,144,886 | 2,803,985 159,089 
Raw materials - 3,817,991 4,789,862 921,871 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- | 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - «| 25,806,149 | 25,921,088 = 114,884 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 6,074,707 6,436,916 _ 362,209 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 3,204,062 8,096,051 178,011 _ 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personaluse | 2,270,233 | 2,877,057 ~= 100,824 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 2,015,412 2,244,318 _ 228,906 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured cr partly manufactured 6,993,909 6,567 584 426,325 os 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 275,212 238,499 36,713 
Total Value - ~ | 52,720,361 | 48,930,e32 | 1,209,871 
! 


Ill. Exvortrs or Forrian AND COLONIAL PropUCE. 


i 
£ £ £ 


Total Value . -| 13,141,681] — 1,599,568 


86666, a 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


[April 1895, 


Return of the QuANTITIES sOLD and AverAGcE Prices of BritisH 
Corn, ImpertaL MEAsuRE, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. 


Week ended 2nd March 1895 


9th ” 
”» 1 6th ” »” 
” 23rd ” 


” 30th ” 
March 1895 - - 


Corresponding month in 1894 
» » 1893 


Week ended 2nd March 1895 


” 9th ” ” 
” 30th ” 
March 1895 - 
February 1895 - - 
January - - 
December 1894 - 
November ,, - - 
October __,, - 
. September = 
August ” 
July ” 
June - - 
May ” : 
April - 
March 1894 - 
” 9893 
» 1892 
1894 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
71,656 1 77,731 0 22,258 1 
60,060 7 58,188 1 22,145 7 
48,744 1 46,472 0 22,629 7 
50,109 2 4 19,118 6 
37,013 2 | 26,450 1 16,764 7 
267,583 5 241,255 6 102,917 4 
208,720 7 | 117845 6 | 63,508 6 
218,271 3 | 215,609 7 59,805 2 
Average Prices. 
19 10 21 9 14 0 
19 9 21 6 13 9 
19 9 Wee 13 
20 0 20 10 13 10 
20 3 20 10 14 0 
19 11 21 3 13 10 
20 0 269 13 8 
20 7 21 6 13 11 
20 7 21 5 141 
18 10 22 10 13 
17° 8 23 9 13 6 
20 7 23 41 15 9 
24 3 20 4 18 11 
24 6 21 7 19 9 
23 10 23 8 18 9 
24 7 25 0 18 8 
24 7 | 27 3 18 3 
| 
| 
24 3 a7 2 18 2 
24 10 25 2 18 @ 
32 11 27: 20 4 
83 10 27 8 18 


- 
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1895. 


Return of the Numbers, Narionacitizs, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unitep Kinepom for Praces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st March 1895, and the 
Three Months ended 31st March 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


British pe All 
. sas United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. States. | North | “asia. ‘Hopeand| Other | Total. |, ondin 
America. ‘atal. eS. 
1894. 
Month ended 31st March. 
English - . 4,349 1,036 533 1,235 629 7,782 7,086 
Scotch - - 747 244 | 47 128 72 1,238 1,487 
Trish - ° 4,139 82 54 28 31 4,334 1,873 
Total of British 
9285 1862 634 | 1,891 732 | 18,354 | 10,146 
Foreigners - - 5,248 246 10 323 118 5,940 5,238 
Nationalities not po 
Total - -| 14,486 1,608 651 1,714 1,112 19,571 15,682 
Total 
10,004 2,356 684 1,524 1,070 15,682 
onth, 1894 - 
Three Months ended 31st March, 
English - 9,967 1,839 1,851 3,027 2,052 18,736 16,181 
Scotch - ° 1,330 264 132 277 188 2,191 2,217 
Irish . . 5,795 133 104 59 48 6,169 8,068 
Total of British}| 17002 | 29396 | 2,097 | 3303 | 2818 | 27,006 | 07,466 
Foreigners « . 9,836 402 47 872 316 | 11,478 9,722 
10 6 u 8 661 691 876 
Total - -| 26,938 2,644 2,145 4,238 3,295 39,260 32,064 
Total for 
19,288 3 2, 8 8 82,064 
877 089 805 560 


Notz.—The above figures, being made up at th liest possible date after th f 
«onth, are subject to correction in the 


G 2 
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IV.—ALien 1895, 


Return of the Numper of Attens that arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
Unirep Krnepom, during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Period of the previous Year, 


(Compiled from the Aten Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Gothenbu | 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Oth 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, ———, Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven.) and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports, 
1895. | 7894. | 1895. 7894. 105, | 1894. 180, | 1894. | 1895, 1394. | 1895. | 7894, 
Month ended 81st March. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | | 
to America : * | 
Arrived at London -| 537) 58%| 287! 265 96 708) 97 78| 967 | 4,085 
Grimsby - 80, 44 2; 1l 383} 44 
» Hull- 4h 93 | 174 86 30, 7; — 45] 293) 505 
» ‘Lyne Ports - 36 19 10 146) 206 — 
ith 2! 4 86 60; — | 16 57 48 
Newhaven-}| — | — | — 72) we} 762 | 
a Other ports - 69 | 87 31 103 136 | 142' — _- 208 414 44 4 
Total - -| o69| 764| 475| | 42,959 | 
Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby - 38 17 229 448 620 | 267 274 106 | 4146, | 838 
} 92 | 120 — | - 92 1% 
» Hull -| 49) 28] 1,260 — | — | 599] 785} 1,968 | 4,788 
Leith - - 133 277 5 147 1 6 
» Other Ports- si 683 | 746) 146 
Total - -| 285| 647 | 1,906| 4769| — | — | 1,557] 4104] 4,095 | 87 
Totalof Aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be} 1,125 | 7,372 808 | 7,276 | 2,825 | 4,757 764 772 | 2,032 | 2,078 | 7,054 | 7,069 
en route to America® - | 


Three Months ended 31st March. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | | | 
route to America: * | | 
Total No. -/| 1,894 | 7,797 | 1,085 | 4,463 | 1,033 | 7,520; 1,408 | 7,549 | 1,165 2,069 | $6,555 $8,398 


Aliens en route to America : | | H 
Total No. _ — | 2,913 | 7,629.| 7,088 | 6619 


-| 756] gss| 552) 4,e77| 2,817 | 1,840 


Total of aliens en route and | 
of aliens not stated to be ?| 2,650 | 2,724 | 1,537 | 2,680 | 3,870 | 3,360 | 1,408 | 7,540 
en route to America* 


4,078 | 3,698 
| 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens 
en route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are 
reported to be on the way to America, and itis considered desirable to record this fact. But itis not thereby 
implied that the“ Aliens not stated to be en rouie io America” come to tiis country for settlement, there being 
in fact a large emigration of foreigners Jrom this a while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental 
ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 9), Sess. 1894, and 
Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
G w, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, a ge Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 


Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 


Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
ngers, an‘l persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, 
t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the Uniied Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of March 1895 was 746, and 1,193 in the same month of 1894. Iu the three months ended March 
of 1895 the number was 1,896, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 2,813, 


| 1895, 
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Numser of Receiving Orpers Gazertrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Three Months 
March ended March 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 458 463 1,181 1,304 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel om, &e. - 33 38 99 104 
Farmers - . - 35 27 88 84 
Grocers, &c. - - - - 37 29 85 76 
Builders 15 31 61 &2 
Butchers - - - 16 11 34 29 
Bakers - - 10 9 31 36 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - 13 14 30 36 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, - 1l 4 28 16 
Tailors, &c. 11 9 26 29 
Decorators, painters, 6 6 20 19 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. 9 9 20 29 
Agents, commission and general - 5 7 18 16 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 7 8 18 17 
Clerks, commercial and general - 6 5 15 16 
Saddlers and harness makers ~ - 5 83 14 8 
Auctioneers - - - 5 4 13 17 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. - 3 6 12 15 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers 3 8 12 12 
Carpenters and joiners - : 4 4 11 10 
General dealers - - 4 3 11 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 5 4 11 5 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 7 2 ll 13 
Travellers, commercial, &e. = - - 3 4 10 11 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 4 4 10 11 
Ironmongers 4 2 9 11 
Solicitors - - - - 5 4 9 10 
Merchants - - 5 2 9 11 
Engineers and founders, &e. - 2 3 8 12 
Carriers, carmen, and 
hauliers - 2 4 8 8 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 3 8 8 12 
Millers - 3 4 8 6 
Directors and promoters public 
companies - - « 3 es 8 3 
Gardeners, florists, &c. . - - 3 2 8 8 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - - 4 13 8 19 
Printers and publishers - - 5 3 8 6 
Chemists, druggists, and 
manufacturers - - 6 4 8 6 
g-house keepers - 1 q 7 6 
China, glass, and earthenware, Re, 
dealers - - 2 1 7 2 
Wheelwrights - 3 7 4 
Confectioners . 4 4 7 11 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers - - 4 7 & 


| 
1 the 
1895, 
al. 
18944 
1,085 
1% 
505 
18 
746 
3,698 
120 
146 
8,377 
7,069 
8,383 
5,619 
(4,008 
liens 
$ are 
ereby 
being 
ental 
aml 
tone, 
ndon, 
West 
deck 
te to 
larch 
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Three Months 
March ended March 


1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. | No. 
occupations—cont. 
Clerks in holy orders - > hae 
Schoolmasters and echoolmistresses 
Fishing va smack ee and masters 


&c. builders 
Cabinet makers and 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 
Stationers - 
Photographers - - 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Curriers, tanners, and leather eeunend 
Cattle and pig dealers - int 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - — 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 1 
Milliners, dressmakers, ” - - 1 
Contractors - 1 
1 
2 


~ 


Architects and surveyors . - 
Officers in Army - - 
Timber merchants and wood dealers | 
Brokers, stock and share - 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors 
Booksellers and publishers ~ 


WH ANS AK WAH WEDS & HES 


AO OSH AG®HA 


| 


VL—Exrort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT 


Return of the Number of Animas exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britain during the Month ended 31st March 1895, and during 


the first Three Months of the Year 1894, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894. 


Three Months 

1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 189 4. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - | 55,277 | 57,577 | 126,301 | 734,728 
Sheep -| 5,462 | 72,284) 28,026] 59,765 
- | 71,649 | 65,782 | 215,042 | 174,664 
Goats 233 682 255 691 
Horses - - 1,907] 2,698 8,777 5,534 
Mules or Jennets 1 1 4 
49 92 | 46 42 


Total 134,571 | 373,448 | 377,528 
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VIIL—FisHery STATISTIOS\—ENGLAND AND WALES, 
StaTeMENT of the ToraL Quantity and of the Fisn returned 

as landed on the Enatisn and Weis Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month aud Three Months ended 31st March 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 
Three ended 
March | March 
1895, | 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Brill - - 1,616 1,410 4,725 
Soles 7,934 5,432 22,588 18,444 
Turbot : 6,323 6,040 17,487 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 2,427 4,724 6,041 5,350 
Total prime fish 18,300 14;608 50,841 
68,444 63,018 154,390 38,623 
«© «© 240 | || 600,654 | 
Hake - 3,634 1,663 7,993 6,476 
Halibut - - - 6,811 6,403 | 11,614 10,490 
He 3,373 6,215 | 8,766 23,977 
Li 16,216 14,002 34,517 29,12. 
Mackerel 2,214 18,472 | 2,436 | 78,580 
Pilchards . -- 876 | 279 | 983 
Plaice 55,748 63,598 154,948 | 770,068 
Sprate 16,602 42,495 | 11,046 
Total - 509,806 419,386 1,326,022 O43 
Shell fish :— No. 
Other shell fish 52,252 52,761 112,985 180,190 
VALUE. 
£ 
Brill 4,657 4434 13,880 18,307 
Soles . . 51,385 42, 148,705 138,052 
‘Turbot . 28,154 80,114 77,226 79,205 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 7,559 | 19,849 13,039 
Total prime fish 91,755 | 259,660 238,716 
- - - 42,365 | 44,731 101,148 105,082 
Haddock - - - - 927 104, 849,950 332,452 
e - - - - - 4,063 1,862 8,716 6,148 
Halibut - - - - - 15,548 | 16,634 27,259 28,907 
Herrings - - 1,220 2,696 5, 
- - - - 9,193 10,533 21,631 
Mackerel - 16,0783 4,479 16,238 
Pilchards - - - 101 65 
- - - - 65,701 68,58@ 191,623 211,213 
ged - 17 3,642 1,359 
ot “distinguished, except} 63,430 87/495 169,933 161,076 
Total - - - 433,701 | 407,384 1,140,802 1,129,716 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 483 2633 | 8,768 
Lobsters . . . 679 2,010 1,69 8,263 
Uysters 2,866 6,838 8,054 23,/21 
Other shell fish . . ‘| 12,485 | 14,827 25,560 34,517 
Total value of fish landed -| 450,214 | 407,686 | 1177216 | 4,794,369 


TE.—The above res are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, Theo values given 


No 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each piace. 
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VIIL—Fisuery 


of the Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasrs during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1895, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


March | Three omen ended 
1895, | 1894. | 1895, | 1894. 
| 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - i= 992 1,762 || 2,709 3,009 
Turbot - 249 S20 613 593 
di i ° e 382 || 17,188 
95,745 73,347 308,110 188,736 
Halibut - 2,989 3,902 | 4,390 $635 
Herrings 12,805 17,992 | 97,680 193,915 
20,312 82398 || 47,001 19,985 
Mackerel - 2 6L 16 
ish) - 5,277 || 10,524 
i | 5 5 27 43 
Sprets = -| 370 1,130 7,084 
k (Tusk - 720 | 77a 
3,306 8,727 8,246 7.986 
Fish no iy inguished, » | 
except shell fish | 7899 | 
Total - -| 207,022 | 680,728 556,159 
Fish No No. No. 
° 15,870 68,555 | 112,863 160,544 
Lobsters ° 29. 48,588 84,486 91,880 
ysters 20, 48,360 111,000 100,809 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
2,191 3, 7,184 7974 
M Is ° 16,482 16,058 || 61,661 50,82 
Other shell fish 6,791 9,999 14,693 18,909 
VALUE 
£ | 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - 2,259 8,494 6,549 | 6,614 
Turbot ° 716 1,011 2,039 2,364 
Cod - ° ° | 15,777 22,706 53,593 54384 
Eel - - - ° - | 1,180 1329 3,714 2,577 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - | 5,606 5,027 18,864 15896 
Haddock - - 39,706 42,624 126,254 121,810 
Halibut - - 4 5,447 6,582 | 6,939 
Herri 4,345 523 26,267 27,591 
Li 5,759 11,440 13,774 18,551 
Mackerel - 4 24 1% 
Saith (Coal Fish) 545 2,464 2,023 
Skate - 3,217 8,106 6,249 4832 
Sparling 52 50 214 
- - 5 41 392 
forsk (Tusk) . - - 125 162 171 17 
- iy ai - 1,575 2,028 4,065 4833 
nol separate’ inguis 9 
except shell fish | 78 2,068 787 | 
Total - -| 85,984 107,704 273,555 | 274,476 
Shell Fi Fish 
1i2 409 518 854 
1,424 2.235 3,991 4845 
98 247 542 480 
4 - ef 306 416 1,004 | 1,091 
- - - 987 920 || 3,608 | 2,832 
Sheil 1,339 1,976 | 2,986 8,529 
Total - - -| 4,266 6,203 | 12,649 13,681 
Total value of fish landed 90,250 113,904 | 286,204 | 287,807 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Keturns. 


| 
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IX.—Fisugery 


489 


Starement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Iaisa Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1895, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1894. 


Three Months ended 
March March 
1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 180 40 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Turbot - -| 114 72 238 224 
Total prime fish 374 823 712 665 
Haddock - - | 3,360 2,659 9,462 | 8,061 
Hake - - - 348 299 | 043 853 
Herrings - - - - - Ji 10,565 
- - 4,835 11; 
Whiting 1,693 1,464 3,697 3,998 
separately distinguis ) 3,296 3,164 7,668 43,781 
Total -| 24,864 22,073 68,438 70,322 
Shell fish :-— | No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 8,212 2,790 6,854 5,784 
Lo ° | 4,661 357 8,993 13,259 
Oysters 26,100 417,400 103,950 1,850 
Cwts. 8. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 1,775 1,205 4,202 2,928 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles - 1,177 1,443 2,079 2,115 
Total prime fish ° ° | 1,561 1,740 | 2,912 3,032 
Cod ome 2432 | om 8,146 
oc é 1,543 | 
Herrings - 37 19 | 734 1,409 
- - 31 169 | 3,744 169 
Whiting | 880 814 | 2,022 2,102 
separately distinguished, except 1515 4,246 3,349 4.921 
Total - - | 11,164 10,543 31,252 27,347 
Lobsters - | 153 267 316 oe 
Oysters - 50 4,472 | 174 1,414 
Other shell fish 237 254 | 612 
Total - 461 4,703 | 1,147 2479 
Total value of fish landed -| 11,685 12,246 | 32,809 @y,820 


Nors.—The above figures are to correction in ee Returns. The values given 


are the actual values returned by the local officers at eac 
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X.-—Corron Returns.—Marcu 1895. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


[April 1895. 


Rutorn of the Numser of Bares of Corron ImporTep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended March 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of Three months ended 
March March 
1895. 1894. 1895. 189 40 
Imports 
No. No. No. No. 
American 296,125 298,601 1,474,943 1,237 530 
Brazilian 2,147 30,987 2,309 115,519 
East Indian - 3,262 22,474 5,267 43,436 
tian 34,521 40,371 132,176 137,510 
Miscellaneous - - 3,284 6,029 14,305 15,928 
Total - - 339,339 898,462 1,629,000 | 7,549,923 
Exports. 
| 
American 13,120 10,403 53,801 53,100 
Brazilian - 4,854 360 5,858 3,113 
Fast Indian - 3,558 7,526 | 7,634 18,927 
Egyptian - - 8,623 5,288 29,085 13,404 
Miscellancous - : 2,338 2,716 | 7,260 6,596 
Total - 32,493 26,293 || 103,688 95,1387 
ForwakrpEp from Ports to InLanp Towns. 
American . -| 264,607 223,151 | 737,367 696,200 
Brazilian - - "933 20,768 2,821 69,686 
East 1,410 7,043 4,970 15,758 
Egyptian 32,597 27,924 90,782 96,818 
Miscellaneous . 9,815 9,231 35,391 30,149 
Total =| 309,862 | 288,47 871,331 | 908,614 
ForwAkDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American - x 667 149 937 579 
Brazilian - - 
East Indian - = 10 
Kgyptian - = = 
Miscellaneous - - 68 98 196 168 


Total 


| 
-| 735 747 
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Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Srarement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CounTRiEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,%,d.; Milreis = 


4s. 6d.; Lira = 


9,%,d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,%d.; L. Egyptian = 
il. “0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
| 
|| Aggregate for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month. Year, latest Month. 
Name of Country. | yonth, 
1894. | 1898. | «1804. 1893. 
Russia in Europe Nov. Roubles 47,939,000 | 36,889,000 | 473,024,000 055 
(1895) (7894) (1895) (7894) 
Franee . Feb. - Frs. + 315,615,000 | 478,670,000 602,315, 535, 
(1894) (7898) (1894) (7893) 
Portugal - Aug. -| Milreis- 2,508,000 2,488,000 || 24,989, 25,474,000 
Italy - Dec. -| Lire 116,819,000 | 70. 636,000 | 1,094,621,000 | 7,797,928,090 
(1895) tis ) (1895) (1894) 
Austria-Hungary Feb. - | Gulden - =" 54,767,000 |, 112,393,000 110,055,000 
(1894) (7893) (1894) (1893) 
Greece - Dec. - | Drehms, 11,171,000 | 109,959,000 91,485,000 
Egypt Dec. -| L. Egypt. 755,000 9,119,000 8,592,000 
United States Dec. - | Dollars 62,135,000 | 49,995,000 | 676,812,000 776,249,000 
Mexico* Sept. - 2,439,000 2,¢97,000 7,170,000 | 4,675,000 
1895) (7804) (1895) (1894) 
British Indiat - Jan. - - | Rupees 6,90,14,765 | 7,¢2,97,968 58,98,73,396 | 60,80,34,097 
| 
If.—Exports. 
(1894) (7898) 1894 4 
Russia in Europe Nov. Roubles 58,846,000 
(1895) (1894) (1895) (1894) 
France Feb. - | Frs. 256,035,000 ,087, 460,621,000 
1894) (7893) | (1894) (1898) 
Portugal - Aug. -| Milreis- 1,825,000 1,736,000 | 15,338,000 15,941,000 
Italy - Dec. -| Lire 98,918,000 | 707,261,000 1,025,664,000 964,188,000 
(1895) (7894)° (1895) (1894) 
Austria-Hungary Feb. -| Gulden 53,953,000 | 53,877,000 |! 110,434,000 104y524,000 
(1894) (1898) (1894) (7893) 
Greece - Dec. -| Drchms. 7,066,000 6,478,000 74,291,000 88,034,000 
Egypt - Dec, - | L. Egypt. 1,374,000 | 7,760,000 | 11,884,000 12,982,000 
United States Dec. - | Dollars- 84,878,000 | 93,552,000 || 825,103,000 | 876,109,000 
Mexico* Sept. - 6,288,000 | 6,707,000 20,236,000 
(1895) 1894) || (1895) (7894) 
British Indiat Jan. | Rupees 10,47,40,601 | 70,66,58,680 | 88,84,88,618 85,78,27,715 
| 
The above figures are subject to 7 in the A l Returns, 
Nots.—The figures are those of tho “special” imports and exports, except in the, case of 


the United States, Mexico, 


and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 


Special 


in the case of imports, yes for home consumption, in the case of exports, Mon of 


e aggregate figures are for the fiscal year commencing 1st July 
aggregate figures i commencing 1st 


+ The 


ture only. 


are for the financial year 


April. 
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XIIL—Foreien Trave or Inpra, 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisu Inp1A, 


[April 1895. 


Imports from Fore’ Exports to Forei 
Countries. ign 
aisles Ten Months ended Ten Months ended 
3lst January 3ist January 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. R. R. R. 
L—Animals—living - - 25,42,877 29,97,053 10,61,814 893,365 
IL—Articles of food and drink | 6,83,90,044 %:16,77,758 | 22,34,24,480 | 27,97,18,162 
I1L—Metals and Manufactures of— 
A—Hardware and Cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 1,07,68,002 1510,04,853 96,652 66,743 
B—Metals - =| 4,06,80,052 5,11,76,700 6,47,532 5,975,835 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 2,02,01,690 | 2,76,39,e22 2,555 540 
D.—Rail 
Government stores} -| 1,33,67,008 94:42,991 4 
drugs, medicines 
narcotics, and dyeing 
= tanning materials 1,55,92,732 1,57,80,07@ | 12,72,87,077 | 71,25,60,/70 
V.—Oils - - | 1,65,85,836 2,50,40,484 60,04,955 43,15,205 
VL—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 3,70,15,790 | 8,82,08,255 | 33,93,04,826 | 36,07,65,397 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A—Yarns and textile fabrics! 30,70,22,833 | 29,25.42,696 9,89,60,764 8523,94.416 
B.—Apparel - | 1,21,83,216 1,36,08,178 13,91,528 10,40,088 
C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - =| 4,55,70,316 5,49,16,340 4,84,87,965 418,37,089 
ToraL - | 58,98,73,396 | 69,80,34,097 | 84,66,70,148 | 82,20,06,450 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES, 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, I Bast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
1490 | Berne - -| 

1491 | Copenhagen - - - 
1492 | Stettin - - - -| 23d. 
1493 | Rio Grande do Sul - - - - . lid. 
1494 | Serajevo , - - - . ld. 
1495 | Buenos Ayres - 9d. 
1496 | Florence - - - - - 2d. 
1497 | Lisbon a -| tid. 
1499 | Lima - - - | lid. 
1500 | Patras = - - - - - - - ed. 
1502 | Madrid - - | 2d, 
1503 | Amsterdam - - - - - - - | ld. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above mentioned sources: — 


No. | Price 


350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - . 2d. 
351 | Denmark.—Furthcr Report on the Free Port of Copenhagen~ | 113d. 


352 | Italy.—Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry - - 7d. 


353 | Italy.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 


May 1894 - ld. 
854 jatindnes, —Report on the Mining Industry in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 1d. 


355 | Russia. —Report on a Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in 
Poland - 24d. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. Colony. 


Mauritius Rahamas 
Gambi Malta and Tobago 
Settlements 
Grenada 
Barbados 
St. Vincent 
Jamaica - 
Victoria - 
British New Guinea - 
St. Vincent - 

rmuda - - 
Seychelles and -Rodrigue: 


Gambia - - 


Barbados - - - 
Turks Island - - 

Bahamas 
Fiji - - 


Seychelles - - 
British Beehuanalan 


Malta - 
Gibraltar - 


Mauritius - 
Labuan - - 
— Honduras 


Sierra Leone - 

iji 
Rodrigues - - 
St. Helena 
British Bechuanaland 
British Guiana - 
Newfoundland - 
Jamaica - ° 
Victoria - 
Bermuda 
Gambia - 
Hong Kong - 
St. Vincent - - - 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
Leeward Islands 
Barbados - - - 
Malta’ - - 
Zululand - - - 
British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago - 
Falkland Islands 
Rodrigues - 
Mauritius - 


Trinidad and Tobago 
Newfoundland - 
British New Guinea Strait Settlements - 
Victoria - Labuan - 
Rodrigues - - Basutoland - 
Bermuda - 892 2 


Fiji 

British Honduras - 
— and Caicos Islands 
Gibral 
Lee 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
41 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 


Subject, 


Economic Agriculture. 
Geology and Botany, 


= | | Year. 
| 
1892-98 
- 1892 
1891 
} » 
” - » . 
- | 1890 -4 
-| 1891 
| 1890-92 ” 
| Falkland Islands - . 102 | 1892 
Leeward Islands - 1892-93 
1890 an 1892 
Grenada |} 105 | 1893 
St. Lucia - - 106 
British Guiana - 108 
Zululand - - 109 | Gibralta 
Mauritius - - | » of 
Straits Settlements - - > 
Ceylon - | 113 
Natal - 1891-92} | 114 
St. Helena - - - 1891 116 sd 
| j ” 
1893-94 
1893 
126 | Ceylon - “4 
| -| 1892 128 | Grenada - 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
No, | Colony. 
3. | Sierra Leone 


q 


